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flaw earthy, tender: exclusive review of lost Stones tapes 



Satisfaction at last: Archive tracks by die Rolling Stones, unheard outside the BBC for more than 30 years, may be released later this year David Lister on music from a locked room, page 3 


Algeria terror touches the world 


The latest horrors 
perpetrated against the 
civilians of Algeria - at 
least 600 men, women and 
children slaughtered in less 
than a week - have finally 
provoked calls for an 
international inquiry from 
the US as well as Europe. 
But as our Middle East 
Correspondent Robert 
Fisk reports, the 
massacres will go on, as 
Algeria's military-backed 
government ignores the 
outside world. 

Given the lethargy - the 
near-criminal silence - of. the 
West. Washington's demand 
for an international enquiry 
into the New Year massacres 
must have shocked even Alge- 
ria’s normally unperturbable 
generals. Only a few weeks 
■;.«gn, the departing US ambas- 
’ ador to Algiers claimed that 
’Resident Liamine Zeroual was 

■ in “the right track" in his mth- 

■ ess war against the govera- 
nent's. armed opponents. But 
jae ; carefully crafted appeal 

: bran enquiry shows that even 
heTJS State Department no 
pnger believes that the Alger- 


ian bloodbath can be attributed 
only to Islamists’. 

As Washington called for an 
investigation into Algeria’s hu- 
man rights abuses as well as the 
massacres - a sure sign of its 
concern at the torture now 
routinely practiced by the coun- 
try’s state security police - there 
came news of yet another mass 
killing in western Algeria and 
on a bus outside the capital 
Most of the weekend dead - in- 
cluding, as always, women and 
children - were burned alive in 
three villages; in last week's 
slaughter in four villages near 
the town of Relizane, local 
newspapers report that 412 
civilians were decapitated or 
disembowelled. As usual in Al- 
geria, the killers had chosen the 
Muslim holy month of Ra- 
madan to launch a new wave of 
barbarity. 

Ironically, there seems tittle 
doubt that the Relizane mur- 
ders were indeed the work of 
the extreme Islamic Armed 
Group (GIA). The villagers at 
Ouled Sahnine, Kberarba, El 
Aba del and Ouled Thyeb were 
themselves Islamists and had 
voted in the 1991 elections for 
the Islamic Salvation Front 



Killing fields: In the latest atrocity In Algeria, a survivor 
found more than 50 corpses in a single house 


(FIS) whose armed wing - the 
Islamic Salvation Army (ISA) 
- declared a ceasefire last Oc- 
tober. In a series of tracts dis- 
tributed in the area, the GIA 
warned that it was moving into 
western Algeria, and even the 
local military commander. 
General Kamel Abderahmane, 
warned the inhabitants to join 
pro-government militias in or- 
der to defend themselves. 


“People must either arm or 
take refuge in the towns." he 
said. “The state does not have 
the means to put a soldier nut- 
side every front door." That, it 
seems, was the extent of the 
army’s ’protection". On the 
face of it, the Relizane mas- 
sacres. which the government 
says left "only" 7S dead, appear 
to be the G LA’s revenge lor the 
villagers' loyalty to the rival ISA. 


In any event, the killers - who 
have hitherto used knives, wire 
and portable guillotines to 
butcher civilians - added yet an- 
other grotesque feature to their 
latest atrocity: whole families 
were herded into ’killing; rooms’ 
to have their throats cuL with 
shovels as well as knives. One 
survivor awoke amid the blood 
of his relatives to find more than 
50 corpses in a single house. 

“We would like to see the 
government do more to protect 
its civilians while respecting 
the rule of law," the US SLate 
Department spokesman James 
Rubin said. ~We would like to 
see an international enquiry get 
to the bottom of it." Mr Rubin 
added that the United States 
"condemned the massacres and 
bombing in Algeria" and want- 
ed non-governmental organi- 
sations to conduct an 
investigation. The Algerian au- 
thorities. he added, had al- 
ready agreed to allow a UN 
envoy to conduct a “fact-find- 
ing" mission. 

But what can Lhe envoy do? 
He will need government pro- 
tection to enter the killing 
fields of .Algeria - and no-one 
will speak freely to him in the 


presence of policemen. Fur- 
thermore, the Algerian gov- 
ernment's total refusal to 
countenance any form of out- 
side involvement suggests that 
the latest European gestures of 
concern will prove useless. 

A demand from France - 
which killed a million Algerians 
during the 1954-62 war - that 
the government must protect its 
own people, is likely to fall on 
deaf ears. An EU statement ex- 
pressed only “deep concern" at 
the situation. 

In Dublin, the Irish foreign 
minister David Andrews, who 
after a 24-hour visit to Algiers 
last month urged foreigners to 
slop condemning Algeria and 
described President (and ex- 
general) Zeroual as “a fine 
man. dedicated, a strong decent 
man,” yesterday (Tue) sub- 
stantially changed his line. 

The Algerian government, 
he now said, was guilty of 
“commit ting atrocities and hu- 
man rights transgressions." The 
Algerian government was not 
democratic but the massacres 
had to be brought to an end. It 
is a pious hope - and one that 
will, almost certainly. “0 un- 
fulfilled. 


TODAY'S NEWS 


Loyalist prisoners take 
Jhard line over peace 

Pensions remained high in Northern Ireland y^terdjr a* . 
;ana set of loyalist prisoners stuck to their position of refcis- 
fjwto endorse the peace process. Ulster Defence A^oca- 
m prisoners inside-the Maze prison v«re apparent^ 
nmoved by arguments put forward by their pojltic^ r^re- 
wadves, the Ulster Democratic Party, during a vort to the 

a: Page 4 ■ 

jaguar to be built in UK 

Start motor industry reoaved.a boost yesterday 

Jaguar announced char its new small sports saloon 
ggjd be built at Ford’s Haiewood plant ™ Merseyside, 
te-car. codenamed X400. will gp .to production in 
ter year 2001 and will compete with BMW’s 3-series 
the Mercedes C-cbss. Page 20 

fights back 

^Tservacive leader, William Hague, made it plain 
;da y -that he would rather disgruntled pro-Euro- 
quft his party than alter his policy on the single 
cy. Mr Hague was commenting after yesterday’s 
a The Independent in which senior Tories criti- 
iis policy on Europe. Page 6 . 


Labour invites private 
firms to take over schools 


Private companies will be invited 
by the Government to run failing 
schools. Judith Judd, Education 
Editor, hears a Labour education 
guru spell out radical proposals. 

Professor Michael Barber said yesterday 
that dozens of companies had expressed 
an interest in playing a leading role in run- 
ning new education action zones. The zones 
will be test beds for five year experiments 
in areas where schools are performing poor- 
ly* 

In most places local authorities will take 
the leading role in running action zones, 
in partnership with community and vol- 
untary groups, but the Government wants 
private enterprise to run some. The letter 
inviting bids makes it clear that ministers 
expect a company to run one of the first 
five which win begin in September. The rest 

wilJ start next year. 

Professor Barber, a senior government 
education adviser, told the North of Eng- 
land Education Conference in Bradford 
that the interested companies included 


household names, multi-national corpo- 
rations, banking, insurance and manufac- 
turing companies as well as private firms 
already involved in education such as 
Nord Anglia. Capita, and the Centre tor 
British Teachers. He denied that schools 
were being privatised. Firms would he able 
to make a profit, but he did nut cxfxct them 
to do so 

Twenty-five action zones of around 2U 
schools each will gel £50.UtH) a year each 
plus the same amount from private sources. 

Graham Lane, chairman «*I the Edu- 
cation Committee ol the Local Govern- 
ment Association said: "These proposals 
are nonsensical. Business is not account- 
able to anyone and government wants it 
to be responsible for running public ser- 
vices where it has no expertise and no un- 
derstanding of whai is involved. 

Stephen Dorrcll. the Conservative s 
Education Spokesman, told the conference 
that he welcomed the new zones, which 
took the last Government’s proposals for 
intervening in failing schools a stage fur- 


ther. 


But local authority leaders predicted 


that the proposals could lead to the pri- 
vatisation of education and the end of lo- 
cal democracy 1 . They have asked for an 
urgent meeting with the Prime Minister. 

Nigel de Grucby, general secretary of 
the National Assocaiton of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers Union, said; 
"The Govemme m should be very careful 
before giving private companies a free rein 
to run the proposed education action 
zones. The American experience has been 
very mixed where some companies out to 
make a quick buck have failed to delivery 
on the promises made.” 

Professor Barber said that Procter & 
Gamble had successfully reformed school 
management in the United Stales by cut- 
ting out more than half of the bureacra- 
cy. 

Education action zones will be able to 
opt out of the national curriculum and 
rewrite teachers contracts. School gover- 
nors will he expected to give up most of 
their powers to them. 

Professor Barber said: “Those who 
lead education action zones will be help- 
ing to invent the future.” 
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Take Control 
- and regain your 
sexual confidence 
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Is skiing the 
celebrity killer? 
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Why Does Your 
Memory 
FailYou? 


A WORLD-FAMOUS 
memory expert, who has 
trained industrialists, 
trades unionists, business- 
men, professional men, 
salesmen, housewives and 
students to improve their 
memories, once said: 

“Many people are embar- 
rassed by a poor memory, 
and find difficulty in concen- 
trating; whilst others realise 
that they lose business, aca- 
demic and social opportuni- 
ties not only because they 
cannot remember accurately 
everything they see, hear or 
read, but also because they 
cannot think or express their 
thoughts clearly, logically 
and concisely. Some seek 
advice, but many do not, 
mainly because they believe 
their memories cannot be 
improved.' 

Simple Technique 

And yet, he went on to 
explain, he has devised a 
simple technique which can 
improve even die poorest 
memory. What’s more, it can 
even work Hke magic to give 
you added poise, self-confi- 
dence and greater personal 
effectiveness. Everyone owes 
it to himself to find out more 
about this method. 

Rapid Results 

According to this remark- 
able man, anyone — regard- 
less of his present skill — 
could, in just 20 minutes a 
day, improve a is memory 
and concentration to a 
remarkable degree. For 
example, you need never fbr- 



Forget names, faces? 


:er appointn 

ever! Yon could learn names, 
faces,' facta, figures and for- 
eign languages faster than 
you ever thought possible. 
You may be able to imprint 
whole books an your memory 
after a single reading. You 
could be more successful in 
your studies and examina- 
tions. At parties and dinners 
you may never again be at a 
Joss for appropriate words or 
entertaining stories. In fact, 
you could even be more 
poised and self-confident in 
everything you say and do. 

Free 

To acquaint all readers of 
The Independent with the 
easy-to-follow rules for devel- 
oping ski.ll in remembering, 
we, the publishers, have 
printed lull details of this 
interesting ■ self- tra inin g 
method in a fascinating 
book, “Adventures in 
Memory", sent free on 
request. No obligation. No 
salesman will caH Just fill in 
and return the coupon on 
Page 7 (you don't even need 
to stamp your envelope), or 
write to:- Memory and 
Concentration Studies (Dept. 
IDM78), FREEPOST 198, 
Manchester M 60 3DL 
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% COLUMN ONE 

So how much AC ever 
happened in DC? 


PEOPLE 


A New Year is calculated to bring surprises. The first was a faxed in- 
vitation from Playboy to join their new ’sex and politics tour’ of Wash- 
ington. The second was the order from The Independent to ’drop 
everything’ (well given the context perhaps not quite everything) to ac- 
cept. 

Now, looking for sex in Washington is - as the tour guide, James Pe- 
tersen, explains - a bit like looking for the miniature Wally figure in those 
endlessly convoluted drawings. He should know. As author of Playboy's 
series 'History of the Sexual Revolution’, he has been around a bit He 
has already organised sex and politics tours of New York City and plans 
one also for San Francisco. But Washington presents a challenge of a dif- 
ferent order. 

It may well be, as we were told, and recent books confirm, that JFK 
had a sex life that even Hugh Heffner could envy. The problem for a tour 
company is that it was well shielded by 

VH the walls of the White House and pro- 
tected by the Kennedy dan. William Jef- 
ferson Clinton (somehow WJC is never 
likely to sound convincing) has enjoyed 
less media deference so far as intimate 
matters are concerned. Living, serving 
presidents, though, seemed delicately 
off-limits. 

Not that there would be much to show. 
WJC is said to have wanted the presidency 
so badly that his White House years may 
turn out to have been some of the most 
sexually pure in US presidential history. 
The raunchy stuff came earlier. The 
only allegations to the contrary relate to 

a supposed liaison conducted at dead of 

Playboy: Sex and politics night at the downtown Marriott hotel, 

tour of Washington which he is said to have entered, Deep- 

Throat style, through the underground 
carpark. But the author of these claims now says his sources may have 
fabricated it all. Anyway, Playboy for once plays safe. The Marriott is not 
on the route. 

One of the highlights, on the other band, is the Washington townhouse 
of Gary Hart - he who lost his chance of the presidency through a dal- 
liance with Ms Donna Rice on the good ship Monkey Business. 

We had assembled an hour or so before outside Union Station, where 
Lhe Playboy bus was already attracting curiosity from waiting taxi-drivers. 
Union station, we were told, was where the sexual-political histoiy of Wash- 
ington began, with the Mann law that laid men open to arrest for bring- 
ing young women across state borders for immmoral purposes. 

The whipped-up moral outrage that brought the law into being was 
just a prelude to the hypocrisy and law-bending that followed. The best 
collections of porn always belonged to the censor. Sex was seen as a nasty 
foreign intrusion into wholesome American life, probably French. 

So hung-up were Americans about sex that Dorothy Sanger, Ameri- 
ca's answer to Marie Slopes, who spent 60 years campaigning for birth 
control, imported diaphragms from Holland in shipments of illegal gin. 
The tour stop that illustrates this gem of histoiy, though, is the building 
of the National Civil Liberties Union - which only goes to show: in Wish- 
ington, even Plavbov has to search for sex. 

- MARY DEJEVSKY 




Breaking news Chrstiane Amanpour, star CNN foreign r ep orter, and Jamie Rubin, the wundertdnd 
of Che US State Department and its chief spokesman, have said they will marry in spring 


Plug to be pulled on ‘Larry Sanders Show* 


Playboy: Sex and politics 
tour of Washington 


There was more bad news for fans of American sit- 
coms yesterday when Gary Sbandling. star of The Lar- 
ry Sanders Show, told America's 71 ’ Guide magazine 
that the current series of his satire on talk shows would 
be the last. His announcement follows the decision 
of Jerry Seinfeld to end his sit-com, Seinfeld, this 
March. Both shows have garnered a cult following 
as a double bill late od Tuesday nights on BBC 2. 

Newly filmed episodes for The Larry Sanders Show, 
which will air in March in America, have Shandling 
growing increasingly paranoid that his guest host, Jon 
Stewart, will take over his role as the network's num- 
ber-one chat show host. 

In an interview with Time magazine yesterday Se- 
infeld explained why he decided to drop his show. 
It has been reported that be bud been offered S5m 
(£3m) per episode to keep the sit-com going. 

“I felt the moment. That’s the only way I can de- 


scribe it." said Seinfeld. “I just know from being on- 
stage for years and years, there's one moment where 
you have to feel the audience is still having a great 
time. And yel if you wait a little bit longer and try 
to give them more for their money, they walk out 
feeling not as good. If 1 get off now I have a chance 
at a standing ovation.” The final episode of Seinfeld 
will be aired in spring and be accompanied by a spoof 
documentary about the making of the show. How- 
ever, Seinfeld dismissed rumours that the final show 
would see his character marry Elaine, the character 
played by Julia Louise-Drcyfus. 

A BBC spokeswoman said it was sad both shows 
were going, but it would be years before their de- 
partures are seen by British audiences. “We are so 
far behind the Americans that we have a few years 
of each series left to show.” 

Paul McCann, Media Correspondent 


BBC presenter 
defies cancer 
for comeback 
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Sports presenter Helen Rollason 
will return to the BBCsscreens at 
the weekend after a six-month bat- 
tle with cancer. Ms Rollason, who 
underwent an emergency opera- 
tion for cancer of the colon Five 
months ago, will present sports bul- 
letins during news programmes on 
BBC 1 and BBC 2 at the weekend. 

Ms Rollason was the first 
woman to present the BBC's flag- 
ship sports programme Grand- 
stand. 

The former Newsround pre- 
senter, 41. said she had felt “out 
of things” while off work; *Tm feel- 
ing fine. I’m on the way back, I 
hope. There is a long way to go 
yel” she told BBC Breakfast News. 

“I'm only coming back part- 
time. I wish it was back to break- 
fast programmes straightaway but 



Tidy sum for 
mathematician 


Rollason: Grandstand first 


at the moment I have got to leave 
that until I get myself really fit.” 

In another development the 
the BBC and ITV announced 
they will split up the first six Eng- 
land and Scotland games of the 
World Cup finals in June. The BBC 
will broadcast the opening game, 
Scotland r Brazil, and England's 
first game, against Tunisia. The lat- 
er stages of the tournament will be 
simulcast by boLb channels. 

— Paul McCann 


The man who solved Fermat's Last 
Theorem, one of the oldest math- 
ematics problems, has found it 
wasn’t an abstract effort after alt 
he has won a prize worth £125,000 
in recognition of its use against 
computer eavesdropping. 

Professor Andrew Wiles. 44, 
from Cambridge, works at Prince- 
ton University, in the US. In 1994 
he solved the problem posed 350 
years ago by Pierre de Fermat, who 
suggested the equation a “ n + 
b” n = c~n [ * n = superscript 
n. ie “a to the power n”] has no 
solutions. Yesterday Prof Wiles 
was awarded the 1 998 King Faisal 
International Prize for Science. 
Though the problem initially ap- 
peared to have no practical ap- 
plication. scientists now under- 
stand it could be used to make 
communications over systems 
such as the Internet more secure. 
— Charles Arthur, Science Editor 
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UPDATE 


HEALTH 


Nurses expect tough winter for NHS 


Eigh t out of ten accident and emergency nurses believe the NHS would 
not be able to cope with any sudden escalation in demand A 

survey, published in Nursing Standard, found three-quarters of respondents 
felt the £3 00m the Government allocated last autumn to stave off a win- 
ter crisis would have little effect _ , . 

However, with continuing mfld weather forecast for January mid no sign 
of any flu epidemic, the feared escalation in demand has pot happened. 
Measures taken last summer to prepare hospitals for the winter pressures 
appear to be working. The survey found three-quarters ofhospitals had 
appointed bed managers and half the respondents said new beds had been 
opened in their hospitals although bed shortages were still a P ro ““. 
v — Jeremy Laurance, Health Editor 


SEXUAJLAmiUQES 

Women less aware of Aids danger 


TWice as many women as men don’t prac- ,-p n 'Vwti-*- vtvEx 

rice safe sex and are less likely to think that J r>JfWia 

Aids is an issue when considering sex, ac- uL $cX $m o.vpL 

cording to a survey. tfstMovisj' 

The magazine Club-On interviewed Wk. 

100 men and women out dubbing about at- 
ritudes to sex and found that while 66 per Pfj 
cent of heterosexuals and 78 per cent of ho- 0iv 
mosexuals practice safe sex, more than four YjLJ 'T'7[ 

out of five had engaged in unprotected sex. fjfj/ J I 

Thehighernumberofwomen-31 per VI if III JlljjL-/ I 
cent compared with 12 per cent of men - Ijjj 

who say they don’t practice safe sex is prob- -- — 

ably because messages have made greater 

impression on the gay community than 

amongst heterosexual couples. More than half of men .and more than a third 
of women said they had had sex in a club and the majority of both sexes 
said they went to dubs “to poll”. 

— Glenda Cooper, Social Affairs Correspondent 
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LIFESTYLE 


How it all Figures out in Britain 


The British are a nation al cat-loving, lottery-playing egg-devouring con- 
sumers, according to this year’s official handbook of Britain. The 500-page 
book, published every year, details the minutiae of British life and is used 
in schools and embassies around the world. 

Information ranges from the amount of eggs we consume - 9.48 tril- 
lion in 1996 - to the number of journeys made on the London Underground 
last year - 772 million. It also reveals that Britons spent £28, 015m on al- 
cohol - more than they did on dothing - in 1996. 

Dogs are no longer man's best friend now there are 7 2 million pet cats, 
compared to 6.6 million dogs in Britain. And our love for consumer durables 
continues, with some 69 per cent of Britons owning a car. a similar num- 
ber owning their own home - while nine out of ten have a washing ma- 
chine, 82 per cent have at least one video recorder and 75 per cent have a 
microwave. By 2001 the National Lottery is expected to have generated 
at least £ 10,000m - £ 1,000m more than originally forecast -for good caus- 
es Glenda Cooper. Social Affairs Correspondent 
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TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.47 

Italy (lira) 

2,850 

Austria (schillings) 

20.06 

Japan (yen) 

214.80 

Belgium (francs) 

59.60 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

Canada ($) 

236 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.25 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.84 

Norway (kroner) 

11.86 

Denmark (kroner) 

11.05 

Portugal (escudos) 

29256 

France (francs) 

9.66 

Spain (pesetas) 

243. B 

Germany (marks) 

2.90 

Sweden (kroner) 

ELH2 

Greece (drachmet) 

460.37 

Switzerland (francs) 

235 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.21 

Turkey (lira) 

329.182 

Ireland (punts) 

1.13 

USA($) 

159 
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by Chris Priestley 
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Even at sale time. Dell brings you the latest technology . 
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Murder charges dropped over lady in the lake 


Murder charges were dropped 
yesterday against the husband of 
a retired primary school teacher 
whose body was found in a lake 
21 years after she vanished. 
Gordon Park, said last night to be 
“very relieved”, has appealed for 
privacy for his new family. 

Michael Streeter, Legal Affairs 
Correspondent, looks at the 
background. 

The stoiy hit the headlines last August when 
Carol Ann Park's body was found by 
-amateur divers at the bottom of Conis- 
ton Water in the Lake District. 

Her fanner husband. Gordon Park, 53. 
was on a walking holiday in France with 


his new wife Jennifer at the time, unaware 
of the discovery, and was arrested and 
charged with murder shortly after he re- 
turned to Britain. 

Mr Park had been awaiting committal 
for trial next week on the murder charges 
when the Crown Prosecution Service an- 
nounced yesterday that the charges were 
being dropped through lack of evidence. 

In a statement the CPS said lawyers had 
carefully reviewed the circumstances sur- 
rounding Mrs Park’s death before reach- 
ing the decision. “After a conference with 
leading counsel and the police, a decision 
was taken, in agreement with all parties, 
that there was insufficient evidence for a 
realistic prospect of conviction.’* 

Unusually in such a difficult case, 
Cumbria police decided to charge Mr Park, 
who now works part time, without first seek- 
ing the advice of the CPS, whose job it is 


r‘ 


r. . 




Gordon Park: Lack of evidence 


to decide on the likely success of any pros- 
ecution. 

It is understood the key problem was 
the lack of forensic evidence obtained from 


a body which had been underwater for 21 
years. 

Last night Mr Park’s solicitor, Barbara 
Forrester, said he was “very much relieved" 
by the news, and appealed for privacy for 
him and his family. She said he had always 
maintained his innocence. Itwas too soon 
to consider any civil legal action by her 
client, she added. 

Mrs Park, also a primary school teacher, 
was 30 when she vanished from their home 
in Leece, near Barrow. She had not been 
regarded as a murder victim until last Au- 
gust when the divers found her body, still 
wearing a blue baby-doll nightdr ess, bound 
and weighted in 70fl of water. 

Before charging Mr Park with his first 
wife's murder, detectives had searched his 
borne and a boat be kept moored on Con- 
iston Water, where he bad been a keen 
sailor for many years. 


Mr Park, married three times, was 
granted bail on condition that he lived at 
an address in lyldesley near Manchester 
while awaiting committal. The couple's 
grown-up children, Vanessa, who was 
eight when her mother disappeared, Je- 
remy, then six, and Rachel, then five, were 
interviewed by specialist officers to see if 
they could recall anything about the last 
time they saw their mother alive. 

The family had been due to visit Black- 
pool on a day (rip when Mrs Park said she 
felt unwell and wanted to remain behind 
in bed. She was never seen again. 

Cumbria Police said last night they had 
not dosed the case, which would contin- 
ue to be “actively investigated”. 

Detective Superintendent Ian Dou- 
glas, leading the investigation, said: “Work 
will continue in an attempt to bring this case 
to a satisfactory conclusion. 


IN TOMORROW'S 
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Skiing is among 
safest of sports 
despite deaths of 


Sonny Bono, the 
American pop singer- 
tumed-congressman who 
has been killed in a siding 
accident at an American 
resort, is the second 
celebrity to die on the 
slopes in less than a 
week. Nevertheless, as 
Kathy Marks reports, 
skiing remains one of the 
least dangerous sports. 


It was a chilling echo of the 
death last week in in Aspen, 
Colorado of Michael Kennedy, 
son of the late Robert F 
Kennedy. 

Sonny Bono, half of the 
Sonny and Cher duo who had 
a string of hits in the 1960s and 
1970s. was killed when he col- 
lided with a tree at the Heav- 
enly Ski Resort, on the 
Nevada-Califomia state bor- 
der. south of Reno. 

Bono, 62, a Republican Con- 
gressman for California, was an 
avid and proficient skier. His 
body was found on Monday 
evening, two hours after he 


was reported missing. 

Bono, who had skied at the 
sprawling resort for more than 
20 years, was on a family holi- 
day with his wife. Mary Whitak- 
er, and their two children. He 
had skied on ahead leaving the 
main trail to ski through a 
wooded area, when the accident 
happened His wife raised the 
alarm when the resort closed at 
at 4.30pm. 

Newt Gingrich, Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, 
said yesterday that Bono would 
be much mourned by Republi- 
cans. He spoke of his “won- 
derful public service career”, 
saying he had brought to it “a 
unique sense of talents and 
understanding from his celebri- 
ty days". 

His former wife, Cher, who 
was in London to open the Har- 
rods January sale today, can- 
celled her appearance and flew 
to Los Angeles in order to be 
with the couple's daughter. 
Chastity, a campaigner for gay 
rights. 

Bono's death, following so 
quickly after that of Kennedy, 
39, who also hit a tree, sent a 
shiver through the siding in- 
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High life: Skiing accidents are rare, with only 2.6 per 1 ,000 suffering injuries. Most fatalities occur offpiste 


dustry, which has attracted 
record numbers of British en- 
thusiasts this season. 

But despite the publicity 
given to these two high-profile 
deaths, and a perception that 
skiing has become progressive- 
ly more dangerous, it actually 
claims few lives compared to 
other participator sports. Lethal 
accidents almost always happen 
when skiers leave safe areas. 

Dr Michael Turner, chief 
medical adviser to the British 
Ski and Snowboard Federa- 
tion. who has compiled statis- 
tics on the relative dangers of 
different sports, says that down- 
hill skiing has an injury rate of 
just 2.6 per 1,000 participant 
days - roughly the same risk as 
table tennis, and half that of 
golf. 

Rugby, on the other hand. 


with an injury rate of 95.7 per 
1.000, and soccer, at 64.4. are 
far more perilous. Angling ac- 
counts for more deaths in 
Britain each year than any oth- 
er outdoor activity - seven lives, 
compared to five for horse rid- 
ing. five for mountaineering, 
three for parachuting, two for 
hang gliding and two for fell 
walking. 

David Hearns, spokesman 
for the Ski Club uf Great 
Britain, said Lhe vast majority of 
fatal accidents occur off-piste, 
with about half of them caused 
by avalanches. The remainder 
take place when skiers fall off 
a precipice or over the edge of 
a ravine, or hit a tree, pylon or 
huL Collisions between skiers 
are extremely rare. 

Obituary, page 17, and 
David Aaronovitch, page 19 
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Music from a locked room: how I was first 
for 30 years to hear lost Stones tapes 
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David Lister yesterday sat 
in a locked room at the 
BBC and became the 
first person outside the 
corporation in 30 years 
to hear some of the 
easiest music by The 
Rblfing Stones, Including 
four tracks that have 
never been released. 

In the gloriously dated tones of 
early Sixties BBC radio, the an- 
nouncer declares:- “Now we 
have a completely different 
sotuad, that of the five young 
gentlemen who are making 
such an impact on the hit pa- 
rade at the moment” 

The five young gents are llie 
Rolling Stones and these 1960s 
BBC sessions are the most ea- 
gerly , awaited rock music 
archives, certain to sell in huge 
quantities when they are even- 
tually released. 

Even Jagger, Richards and 
the rest of the band, currently 
on a world tour, have not heard 
them since they played the ses- 
sions on the Light Programme 
and World Service between 
1963 and 1965. 

With BBC sessions by The 


Beatles and Led Zeppelin al- 
ready released by BBC World- 
wide to huge acclaim, it is now 
hoped that The Stones material 
will be released later this year. 

Having listened to 20 tracks 
and assorted interviews, I can 
reveal that the results are fas- 
cinating, raw, earthy blues and 
rock’n'roll, with moments of 
surprising tenderness. 

There is also one memo- 
rable interview with Keith 
Richards, his voice slurred, 
talking about “my quest for the 
holy grail, that cup of blood”. 
Then, asked about parental 
fears about daughters going out 
with members of the group, he 
replies, again slurring: “I've 
‘ad a lot of trouble with moth- 
ers.” It wouldn’t gel on the air 
now, muttered the stunned 
BBC executive next to me. 

And so to the music, intro- 
duced in many cases by the late 
blues musician Alexis Komer 
on his radio show. He pays trib- 
ute to “Mick Jagger vocalising 
there with the skillful guitar 
work of Brian Jones and Kei- 
th Richards”. 

From Saturday Club in 1965 
they sing “Satisfaction”. “It 
only took us two hours to ac- 
tually record it,” Mick reveals. 
“That included arranging it 



Irt only rock’n’rolh Mick 
Jagger in the early Sixties 


‘cos not everybody knew the 
song.” He begins singing almost 
in a falsetto, with Charlie Wans 
giving a constant rhythm with 
a repeated three strikes of the 
cymbals, quite different from 
the released version. 

Most interest will focus on 
xbe unreleased tracks. The best 
of these is “Cops and Robbers'", 
formerly performed by Bo Du- 
dley. It is virtually a talking 
blues. Jagger, with a thick 
American accent duels with 
Jones' harmonica snarling: 
“We’re going to put him so far 
back in gaol, they're going lo 


have to pump air into him." 

Then there arc two Chuck 
Berry standards: “Roll Over 
Beethoven", a much rawer ver- 
sion Lhan The Beatles’ cover of 
the song, with Jagger making a 
rare ad-lih and perhaps antic- 
ipating his androgynous phase. 

Instead of “Don't you step on 
my blue suede shoes” he sings 
“Won’t you step on my high 
heel boots?”. 

In Berry's “Memphis Ten- 
nessee" there is a surprisingly 
tender Jagger vocal in front of 
Richards’ finger picking guitar. 
Oddly though Jagger sounds 
veiy English here. “Just a half 
a mile from the Mississippi 
bridge” is enunciated as plum- 
mily as if he is reminiscing 
about childhood in DurtforU. 

The fourth unreleased track, 
-fanny Mae", again has the late 
Brian Jones’ swooping har- 
monica at iLs core. 

Snatches of this music were 
heard in the Eighties on a Ra- 
dio One programme on the 
Slones. But much has never 
been heard for over 30 years. 
“Il is astonishing. " said John 

Willan. head of music at BBC 
Worldwide. “I ha l no one has 
thought to release this before. 
It is outstanding - raw. unso- 
phisticated and compelling.' 
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Maze meetings fail to soften loyalist attitude to talks 


Tensions remained high 
in Northern Ireland 
yesterday as one set of 
loyalist prisoners stuck 
to their position of 
refusing to endorse the 
peace process. David 
McKittrkk, Ireland 
Correspondent, on 
desperate attempts to 
maintain the ceasefire. 


Ulster Defence Association 
prisoners inside the Maze prison 
were apparently unmoved by ar- 
guments put forward by their po- 
litical representatives, the Ulster 
Democratic Party, during a vis- 
it to the jaiL Afterwards, UDP 
leader Gary McMichael de- 
scribed the situation as precar- 
ious. 

Later, Ulster Unionist 
leader David Trimble and col- 
leagues spent three hours vis- 


iting both UDA and Ulster 
Vblunteer Force prisoners at the 
prison. UUP MP Ken Magjo- 
nis said of the inmates: “They 
are very concerned about the sit- 
uation outside.” 

The Government is anxious 
that the loyalist ceasefire should 
be maintained, but is resisting 
demands to accomplish this by 
freeing loyalist prisoners. It is 
also anxious to ensure that 
those speaking for both the 


UDA and UVF will be present 
when multi-party talks resume 
at Stormont next Monday. At 
the moment, the participation 
of both is in doubt. Mr 
McMichael said he intended to 
hold further meetings with the 
Jeadershipof the UDA outside 
the prison and with the Secre- 
tary of State, Mo Mowlam. 

Ms Mowlam also met the 
Sinn Fein president, Gerry 
Adams, who claimed that the 


UUP's refusal to engage in 
talks with republicans had cre- 
ated a vacuum which was being 
filled by loyalist killings of in- 
nocent Catholics. He declared: 
“The Orange card is being 
played and there is an attempt 
to assert a Unionist veto." 

The Progressive Unionist 
party, political wing of the UVF, 
is to hold talks today with the 
Irish foreign minister. David 
Andrews, whom the party has 


recently accused of insensitivi- 
ty. Mr Andrews said yesterday 
that he supported the PUP in 
seeking the early release of 
loyalist prisoners. 1Mb Mowlam 
has however said that she does 
not envisage such releases. 

Opinions differ sharply on 
whether the present air of cri- 
sis is genuine or contains an el- 
ement of contrivance. While 
some spokesmen have been at 
pains not to exacerbate the sit- 


uation. others have sought to 
raise the temperature. Billy 
Wright’s assassination inside 
the Maze dearly created a wave 
of turbulence which is buffeting 
the peace process. In national- 
ist circles there has been much 
comment on what is perceived 
to be a lack of condemnation 
from Unionism of the deaths of 
two Catholics killed in retalia- 
tion for the death of Wright. 

A Belfast priest. Father Pad- 


dy McCafferty, said of Union- 
ist leaders in a letter to the/mfc 
Times: “Some of these leading 
figures seem to be utterly un- 
moved by the sufferings of the 
Catholic community. They al- 
ways qualify their so-called con- 
demnations by implying that the 
actions of sectarian serial killers 

in then own community are un- 
derstandable because they are 
being provoked. This can only 
be described as crass hypocrisy.” 


IRA men tortured by 
British officers 


Military Intelligence papers re- 
leased yesterday at the Public 
Records Office provide evi- 
dence that British ' officers 
tortured ERA men at the height 
of the Irish ‘“Troubles” in 
1920. 

Sean Hales, from West 
Cork, who was shot in reprisal 
during the Civil Wur of 1922 
which followed independence, 
and a man named Harte, were 
taken into a room at the British 
Army garrison in Bandon, 
where “six officers cross ques- 
tioned them. It was alleged 
their fingers were broken and 
crushed with pliers and threats 
made to shoot them.” 

A card index kept by the 
Army's counter-insurgency 
branch at Dublin Castle in- 
cludes a terse note on the tor- 
ture of the two IRA’s leading 
figures after they were picked 
up in a “sweep” of Cork by the 
security forces in July 1920. 

An official inquiry showed 
that Hales attempted to es- 
cape and was hit in the mouth 
by a sentry. Later, both men 
were recognised by soldiers as 
being “concerned in the murder 
of a sergeant and a corporal of 
their own regiment, were 
roughly handled and placed 
under special guard. No other 
ill-treatment was afforded 
them," the paper noted. 

They were fortunate. A Cap- 
tain J. Hinkey of the IRA was 
“killed in a struggle in the 
guard room in Tipperary”, the 
improbable excuse being “that 


he was suffering from DTfc". 
The report reads: “Harte had 
been under observation for two 
days and was ordered to hos- 
pital. When returned to the 
guard room he rushed at the es- 
corting sergeant”. Business 
premises in the town were 
burned down in reprisal and the 
file carries a suspicious question 
mark after a “troops not in- 
volved” annotation. 

These files give for the first 
time official details of the sav- 
age guerrilla war which finally 
forced the British Government’s 
hand in southern Ireland. 

At New Year 1920, troops 
ran amok in Tipperary in re- 
venge for an ambush, as a re- 
sult of which 18-month 
sentences were handed down to 
soldiers of the Lincolnshire 


regiment. 

On 1 September 1921, in an 
ambush reminiscent of John 
V&yne's cavalry attack in John 
Ford’s The Horse Soldiers. 40 
IRA men seized the railway sta- 
tion at Upton, cut the telephone 
lines, kept the staff of the ad- 
jacent post office telegraph sta- 
tion hostage and when the train 
steamed in with a party of the 
King’s Regiment, opened up 
with a rifle volley. The troops 
returned the fire and the rebels 
fled. 

Houses were regularly 
burned down and fines of 
£100 levied by the military 
authorities as reprisal for am- 
bushes. 

— John Crossland 



Mecca bingo 
hall outrages 
Muslims 


Water world: Carolina Keast, helping out with problems caused by floods at the Swan Hotel in Upton-upon-Sevem, Worcestershire, 
takes time off to feed the swans, which are exploring their expanded territory Photograph: Barry Batch elor/RA 


First trains for London’s new jubilee line arrive four months late 


The first of a £250m fleet of 
Tube Crains that will run on the 
multi-billion pound Jubilee 
Line Extension (JLE) pulled 
into passenger service yesterday. 

Buflt to run on the one of the 
most fiendishly complicated 


engineering projects in decades, 
the first of the 59 trains arrived 
four months late. Despite the 
delay, passengers should wel- 
come the new carriages - which 
are air conditioned and fitted 
with security cameras. • 


The £2.8bn JLE has proved 
more difficult to deliver than its 
designers imagined. The 10 
mQes linking east London to the 
West End was due to have 
been completed in 53 months, 
to open in March 1998. But now 


it will only manage a limited ser- 
vice when it starts in September. 

Instead of a seamless jour- 
ney from Westminster to Strat- 
ford, travellers will only be able 
to take trains from Waterloo to 
Docklands. 


The JLE will be the main 
artery for the Millennium 
Dome - whose lifeblood, paying 
punters, will not be dale to dri- 
ve to the North Greenwich site. 

— Randeep Ramesh, 
Transport Correspondent 


A change of name at a Luton 
bingo hall has met with violent 
protest from the town’s Muslim 
population - who object to it be- 
ing called “Mecca”. 

Executives from Mecca Bin- 
go Ltd - which has traded un- 
der the nam e since 1884 - were 
unable to agree a solution with 
community leaders at a meet- 
ing yesterday. 

Sections of the community 

have been outraged since the re- 
naming in November of the bin- 

go hall, previously called Top 
Rank. They said it was ah insult 
to Islam for the name of their 
holiest city to be associated 
with gambling, and on Christ- 
mas Day, bricks were thrown 
through window at the hall, 
causing £3,000 of damage. 

Councillor Hazel Simmons, 
chairwoman of equal opportu- 
nities at Luton Borough Coun- 
cil said: “We are aware of a 
groundswell of public opinion 
and I personally believe this to 
be insensitive in what is now a 
truly multicultural society.” 

But Mecca Bingo said the 
name change was not insensi- 
tive and was part of a policy of 
bringing their nationwide chain 
of bingo halls under one name. 

Sergeant Peter Shepherd, 
community liaison officer with 
Luton police, said: “It was un- 
realistic to expect that anything 
definite could be resolved at the 
meeting, but at least it was con- 
structive to have the dialogue.” 

— i Rosa Prince 
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This amazing 200M Home+ 

PC wtdi Intel* ftsitam* ZOOMhz 
ptrxessor with MMX" 
Tech/wk®rlndiides an incredible 
specification at just £936 +VAT. 

The 'best buy 1 200M-2 
provides even more power and Is 
In feet faster than our 32Mb 
233-2 Pentium U processor based 
system, due to the amazing IBM 
MX processor with MMX 
Technology and a massive 64Mb 
RAM. It also indudes extra 


preloaded software and ^mes 
tides on CD. 


The new 233M-2 system 
provides the highest performance, 
features a larger 6.4Gb hard drive 
and a PCTV system with Teletext 
All systems also bidude IBM 
Simply Speaking GOLD voice 
recognition software. 

But remember you must order 
early to claim your FREE Epson 
Cokur Printer. 
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TV Home+ PC 
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NO Deposit 
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Grade of 
fame for 
humble 
prefabs 


On Monday morning, after 10 
years of mortgage payments, 
Olive Webb became the own- 
er of her own home. The same 
afternoon, the Government 
announced that her property 
merited grade-two listing as a 
building of special architectural 
or historic interest. 

The accolade, normally re- 
served for 17th-century coun- 
try bouses with lottery jackpot 
price-tags, was all the more no- 
table for being awarded to a 
post-war, former council pre- 
fab house. 

thought it was marvellous, 
all that in one day,” Mrs Webb 
said yesterday. “But they are re- 
ally nice places, nice and warm, 
though taxi-drivers think they 
are garages.” 

Mrs Webb, 69, lives in Wake 
Green Road, Moseley, Birm- 
ingham, where the row of 1945 
temporary homes this week 
became the first prefabs to be 
given the listed accolade. “I 
think it's about time,” added 
Mrs Webb, a former bus con- 
ductress. ‘"They’ve weathered 
the storms. You’d be surprised 



how many people come and 
ask if 1 warn to sell.” 

For homes designed to last 
10 years as a temporary solu- 
tion to a housing shortage at 
the end of World WirTwo. the 
prefabs look solid. Most are 
well cared for, net curtains 
washed white, knick-knacks 
and ornaments bedecking 


every inch of shelf. Barrie 
Walker (pictured above), has 
lived ihere for 25 years and was 
delighted the homes wen? go- 
ing to be savedL When the 
house next door but one was 
left empty' after a death, he had 
feared the worsL “I thought 
they were going to come 
down,” he said. Tony Banks, 


the Heritage Minister, decid- 
ed otherwise. The houses in 
Wake Green Road are re- 
garded as a particularly well 
preserved group of the rare 
Phoenix prefab, of which few- 
er than 2-500 were built. 

Many, like Mrs Webb's, re- 
tain original features such as 
fitted interiors and garden 


sheds. Pat and Lawrence At- 
tenborrow moved in 30 years 
ago. expecting to slay a few 
years. “My wife loves it here,” 
said Mr Attenboirow, 5S. “She 
would go mad if she moved out 
now." 

Maggie Harrison, 78, has go 
intention of moving either. 
She has only one gripe about 


her home: the central heat- 
ing put in by the council two 
years ago, which she doesn't 
like. 

But she likes the space - two 
bedrooms, kitchen, living- 
room, bathroom and separate 
lavatory. 

- Louise Jury 
Photograph: Steve Hill 


Tell colleagues to ‘have a nice day’ or lose your job 


It is no longer enough to 
be good at your job, a 
senior psychologist 
believes. Barrie Clement, 
Labour Editor, discovers 
you now have to adopt a 
“have a nice day” 
manner, even with 
colleagues, or risk being 
accused of having an 
attitude problem. 


A few years ago the plastic smile 
and false bonhomie was ex- 
pected only- from those who 


worked fOT American-owned 
fast food chains. 

Now “have a nice day” cul- 
ture has invaded the back of- 
fices of British companies, 
according to Sandi Mann, a psy- 
chologist at Salford University. 

The climate of downsizing, 
restructuring and iacreasingly 
fierce competition means that 
people feel the need to appear 
“interested, enthusiastic, warm 
and friendly" at all times - even 
when there are no customers 
present. 

A failure to pul on the right 
front carries the risk of being 
seen as “less of a team player. 


as having an attitude problem, 
or as being difficult to work 
with”. Such an employee could 
soon find a P45 in Lbe internal 
mail, Ms Mann told the British 
Psychological Society's annual 
occupation psychology confer- 
ence in Eastbourne. 

The psychologist attempts to 
debunk, however, the theory 
that Britons find the "nice day” 
culture offensive. 

She asserts that the British 
quite like the phoney civility - 
some would say servility - ex- 
hibited by representatives of 
companies in the service sector. 

Yet we expeci sincerity when 


dealing with colleagues. In the 
US. the reverse is true. Amer- 
icans will put up with relative 
indifference from those pro- 
viding services. but expect col- 
leagues to exude warmth. 

"Being fake is stressful and 
attempting to make fake emo- 
tional displays appear genuine 
is even more stressful. So the 
waitress who plasters on the 
fake smile for customers is at 
less risk from stress-related ill- 
ness than the office w« »rker who 
must not only fake enthusiasm 
and interest to colleagues, but 
must work hard at making such 
displays appear genuine.” 


In her paper“Don‘iTell Me 
To ‘Have A Nice Day”' she says 
that expected emotions are 
faked in about a quarter of in- 
house communications. Unde- 
sired emotions are suppressed 
in 1ft per cent of cases. 

Ms Mann conducted her 
survey among around 1110 stu- 
dents in both America and 
Britain, all of whom had con- 
siderable experience of em- 
ployment. 

• Regular exercise helps you 
avoid work-related stress, but 
it isn’t easy to encourage peo- 
ple to do it. 

It is no good telling em- 


Slow legal 
process is 
blamed for 
gazumping 


plqyees they will live longer and 
feel better, according to psy- 
chologists. 

The best way to motivate 
people to take exercise is by 
telling them that it will improve 
their looks or give them the 
“mental edge” at work. 

“People are essentially not 
interested in their long term 
health, they are interested in 
looking more beautiful. 

“An appeal to their vanity is 
the best way to encourage them 
to exercise," said Howard 
Taylor, head of psychology at 
Buckinghamshire University 
College. 


Gazumping flourishes in 
the English and Welsh 
housing markets 
because of red tape and 
some of the slowest 
conveyancing in the 
world. 

According to a 
Government report 
published yesterday, 
says Steve Boggart, the 
delay between making 
an offer and exchanging 
contracts is so long in 
England and Wales that 
vendors often succumb 
to the temptation of a 
higher offer. 


Red tape and infuriatingly 
slow conveyancing are en- 
couraging gazumping in house 
sales, says a government report 
published yesterday. On the 
positive side, however, the 
study - set up following a flur- 
ry of reports of gazumping in 
the booming housing market - 
found that conveyancing costs 
in England and Wales were 
among the lowest in the world. 

Among the countries 
looked at by a team led by hous- 
ing minister Hilary Armstrong, 
the United States, France, Por- 
tugal, Denmark. Hong Kong, 
The Netherlands. South Africa, 
Sweden, the Australian state of 
New South Wales and the Ca- 
nadian province of Ontario all 
had more expensive con- 
veyancing charges than Eng- 
land and Wales. 

Ms Armstrong released the 
details yesterday at the start of 
a bigger survey which will fol- 
low the progress of 1,200 prop- 
erty sales south of the border 
compared with a sample in 


Scotland. In Scotland, there is 
no problem with gazumping- 
where a vendor accepts a high- 
er price having already agreed 
a lower price with an earlier 
buyer - because buyers and 

sellers exchange contracts at an 
early stage. 

“This study shows that the 
overall costs of buying and 
selling a house in England 
and Wales are the lowest of all 
the countries reviewed, but 
the total time taken to ex- 
change contracts and com- 
plete is amongst the longest,” 
Ms Armstrong said. 

She said that the task force's 
next job would be to examine 
causes of delay and root them 
oul The larger survey would, she 
said “identify problem areas 
and look at ways of improving 
the efficiency of the process in 
the interests of all responsible, 
home buyers and sellers.” 

Also on the task force and 
Geoff Hoon. parliamentary 
secretary at the Lord Chan- 
cellor’s Department, and con- 
sumer affairs minis ter Nigel 
Griffiths. 

The Law Society, which is in- 
volved in the research, said 
one of the reforms which might 
come out of the findings is the 
introduction of a “compulsory 
seller's information pack”. This 
would contain details of surveys, 
searches and so on, which 
would speed up the exchange 
procedure. 

Kenneth Byass, chairman of 
the society’s property and com- 
mercial services committee, 
said the research reflected 
positively on solicitors. “The 
costs of buying a £60,000 house 
are about 2.5 percent in Eng- 
land and W^es, far cheaper 
than many other jurisdictions," 
he said. “(They] rise to 6 per 
cent in France and a stagger- 
ing 10 per cent in Portugal." 
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Sometimes 

IT’S EASIER 
TO TALK 
TO SOMEONE 
YOU 

DON’T LIKE. 




If you cell your 
girlfriend, 
wifl she think 
less of you? 


When you have a problem, It’s che 
most natural thing in che world to want 
to calk h through with someone. 

Sometimes, though, this creates 
another problem: Who'S the best person 
to confide in? 

An obvious choice would be a close 
friend. But let's face It. we don't always 
choose our friends for their amazing 
powers of tact, diplomacy and 
discretion. Tell one person, and you may 
end up celling the world. 

You may be lucky enough to be able 
to talk to someone in your family. Then 
agai n, you may be one of the large 
number of people who find talking to 
your nearest and dearest agonisingly 

embarrassing- 

A girlfriend or boyfriend? If you can- 
great But sometimes we don't want to 
expose our weaknesses to those who 
fancy us. 

And sometimes your relationship is 


V { ^3.* ass® 
Fill 




the very problem you want to discuss 

That’s where The Samaritans can be 
useful. We’re more discreet than your 
best mate, we’ll listen as carefully as 
your girlfriend or boyfriend, and we’re as 
sympathetic as your family. We’re also 
non- judgemental, unshockable, and 
extremely experienced. 

Our rational number is 0345 90 90 90. 
and you can e-mail us on 
jo@samaritanS.org or visit our 
homepage at www.samancans.org. 
We're available 24 hours a day. every 
day of the year. 

And you don't have to be climbing 
up the walls before you call us - any 
kind of problem, big or small, is a good 
enough reason to pick up the phone. 

Call now. You'll find we're 
remarkably easy to talk to. 

The Samaritans 


Only a Co-operative 
Bank current account 
offers you ail this. 



24-hour telephone banking. 

Were one of the UK's most experienced telephone banks, 
taking 10 million calls a year. Call us any time of day or night, 
from your home, office, even car. Whether you are paying bills, 
setting up standing orders or (ust asking about your balance, 
you'll find there is no easier way to bank. 

■ Guaranteed service 

- or we pay you. 

Here's a guarantee no other bank makes. We will open your 
account without error. We will set up standing Orders and direct 
debits without mistakes. We will issue cheque books and cards 
on time, and make agreed loans available within one hour. 
We will not make financial errors on your statements. If we ever 
fail to live up co any of chese promises, we'll put the problem 
straight- say sorry, and credit your account with £10. OK? 


■ Cash from over 

14,000 Link machines. 

Getting your money is simple. Your Co-operative Bank Visa 
Delta debit card can be used to withdraw up to £250 a day 
from over 14,000 Link cash machines up and down the country, 
ft also guarantees cheques up to £100. 

■ Personal help 

to open your account. 

We'll make opening your account as simple and painless as 
possible. A dedicated team will sort everything out with you - 
forms, standing orders, direct debits, even arranging for your 
salary to be transferred. 

A bank with principles. 

The Co-operative Bank promises never to invest your money 
in countries with oppressive regimes, or in companies chat 
needlessly pollute, or test cosmetic products on animals. It’s all 
part of our policy to strive for a better service for you, and a 
better world for all of us. Isn't that something you want to be 
part of? Then call us free today. 






iTtiili. 


Post to: The Co-operative Bank pic., FREEPOST MR8I92, Manchester, M I 9AZ 
Please use block capitals. www.co-operativebank.co.uk 

Name: 

Address: _ 

- — Postcode 

Daytime telephone number ____ . 
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Cook tells how Scotland will have to wait a little longer for him 



Cook: Enjoying the world 


Robin Cook is mildly amused, 
he says, but Scotland will have 
to wail a little longer for him. 
Reports that he was ready to be- 
come first minister of the first 
Edinburgh parliament were 
merely the product of bored, fes- 
tive-season journalistic minds, he 
told the Commons Select Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 


Asked if be was more world- 
weary than when he became 
Foreign Secretary last May, he 
replied that he was noL 

“If I was, I would be going 
to Scotland," he said. “I very 
much enjoy the world and I 
hope to have a long session with 
it." 

An attempt to squash the 


stories last weekend had failed, 
he said, so he would try again. 

“I have avery full agenda for 
the R> reign Office in the future. 
I want to make it more open, ac- 
cessible, modem, representative 
of modem Britain, responding 
to the needs and wishes of the 
people. These are long-term 
projects," be said. 


The longest ‘•lint as foreign 
secretary this century was Lord 
Grey’s 1 1 years, he added. Al- 
though he might not make that 
he “wouldn't mind a crack ac" 
the post-war record of six years, 
set by Geoffrey. Howe. 

Rumours ihai he and the 
Scottish Secretary. Donald De- 
war. had a bitter rivalry over the 


job were unuue. he said. The 
suggestion was “mildly upset- 
ting" - the two men were the 
best of friends and had actual- 
ly spoken in the last week. 

“1 am slaying as Foreign 
Secretary, I am not applying for 
any other job in Scotland or any- 
where else we have discussed 
this afternoon." he said. 


Everyone in the new Scot- 
tish parliament would find it a 
•'very rich and exciting job. 
“But for better or worse, I am 
happy to be in a job I enjoy very 
much and I am not In the mar- 
ket for looking for a new job." 
he said. 

Mr Cook had been pressed 
on the subject by Diane Abbot, 


the Labour MP for Hackney, 
during a session which mainly 
centred on the Government’s 
policies on human rights. 

“I think it would be a fun- 
damental human right of the 
committee to continue to see 
me for many years to come " he 

— Fran Abrams 


Call for a recount 
in Welsh poll 


Anti-devolution campaigners in 
Wales called for a recount last 
night after claims that 
September’s knife-edge 
referendum vote may have been 
mishandled. Fran Abrams, Political 
Correspondent, asks whether the 
conspiracy theorists have a case. 

At Labour’s annual conference in Brighton 
last October Ron Davies, the Secretary of 
State for Wales, was heard boasting (hat the 
“yes" vote in his Caerphilly constituency had 
swung the vote for the Government. 

The majority there in favour of a Welsh 
Assembly had been 6,000 -just below the 
narrow overall majority in Wales of 6,700. 
But even as he made the boast he knew 
some of his own members were deeply un- 
happy about the way the count had been 
conducted. 

Leaked Labour Party documents reveal 
that members of the Caerphilly branch drew 
up a list ofl 2 complaints after the refer- 
endum. Among them were claims that 
counting officers would not identify which 
were “yes" and which “no” votes, that the 
franks by which officials usually check pa- 
pers are genuine were almost impossible 
to see, and that polling agents were not al- 
lowed to check the final bundles. 

In a letter to Tcmy Wilkins, their own 
chairman, they acknowledged: “Ultimate- 
ly The buck’ stops at the Welsh Office and 
we realise that politically we have to ex- 
tremely careful because of Ron’s position 
there." 

The returning officer has since said he 
does not believe there were serious irreg- 
ularities, and party members have retract- 
ed their claims. 

However, the Conservatives in West- 
minster and “no" campaigners in Wales are 


determined not to let the matter drop. Some 
have even suggested that there was un- 
happiness with the way the count went in 
other areas, as well. 

The rules for the referendum were cer- 
tainly different from those for elections - 
the Referendums (Scotland and \Afeles) Act 
contains 23 pages of modifications to the 
Representation of the People Act - and 
some sceptics have asked why this was nec- 
essary. 

However, there may also have been 
some mistakes. Mr Wilkins, who was liai- 
son officer on the night as well as being 
branch chairman, dismissed the allegations 
but added: “It was evident for all to see that 
chaos ruled the night and no one was in con- 
trol.” 

Yesterday Matthew Guniher-BushelL, 
strategist for the “Just Say No” campaign, 
said the votes cast in the referendum on 
18 September should be recounted to en- 
sure that the outcome was correct. 

‘This whole situation certainly seems to 
cast a shadow of doubt on the way the ref- 
erendum was conducted.” he said. 

Michael Ad cram, the Conservatives’ 
constitutional spokesman, intends to raise 
the matter in Parliament when it returns 
next week. 

“Throughout this story there is a distinct 
smell of cover-up, even eluded to directly 
in the leaked correspondence. It is vital that 
this whole matter is publicly cleared up as 
soon as possible," he said. 

Mr Davies defended himself robustly, 
though. The letter was written three 
months ago and concerned mainly techni- 
cal matters which had now been fully in- 
vestigated, he said in a BBC interview. 

“There is no question of either impro- 
priety or an)' question about the vote itself. 
I want to make it absolutely clear that no- 
body m any tinw as suggested there has been 
impropriety, nor has there been any sug- 
gestion that the vote was flawed,” he said. 



Over the counter: Pharmacists Who run chemist shops are concerned they may go out of business if the Government allows a free-for-all on drug prices 

Pharmacists say price free-for-all will put them out of business 


Pharmacists who run chemist shops will 
warn ministers this week that they risk 
going out of business if the government 
allows a free-for-all on the price of over- 
the-counter medicines such as cough 
medicine and pain-killers. 

The community pharmacy action group 
leaders will meet Baroness Jay, the health 
minister, in the Lords on Friday to urge 
the Government to accept last-minute 


amendments to the Competition Bill dur- 
ing its final stages in the upper chamber. 

They fear the Bfll would allow chain 
stores to undercut small chemists in towns 
and villages by abolishing the guaranteed 
minimum price for non-prescription items. 
They are arguing they need their guaran- 
teed profit margins to stay in business. 

They have hired a professional West- 
minster lobby company. Lawson. Lucas. 


Mendelsohn, to build their campaign to 
have nan-prescription items excluded. 
Twelve thousand pharmacists will be 
urged next week to lobby their MPs. 

John Redwood, the Tory spokesman on 
trade and industry, is threatening to lead 
a muss rally to Parliament to protest 
against the threat to small businesses. 

Asda supermarkets, whose former 
chairman, Archie Norman, is a Tory MP 


and a key figure in Tory Central Office, 
challenged retail price maintenance on vi- 
tamins but was forced to back down when 
the store tried to offer substantial price 
cuts to customers. 

Mr Redwood is also raising the anxieties 
of pubs and brewers over a section of the 
BiD which could question the finis between 
brewers and tied houses as anti-competitive. 

— Cofin Brown 


THE SALE. 

HARRODS. 


THE OFFER. 

A FURTHER 10% OFF 
MERCHANDISE THIS SATURDAY.* 


THE CARD. 



THE STORE IS OPEN SATURDAY I0TH FROM 9AM TO 8PM. 

The Harrods Sale is now on and if )t>u use your Harrods Account Card 
you can get a turther 10% off selected Sale and non-Sale items this Saturday, 10th 
January 1998.* If you do not have an Account, what better time to open one? 
Simply visit our Customer Account Stations on the First, Second. Third, Fourth 
and Fifth Floors with two forms of identification and our staff will be on 
hand to process your application straight away. If your application is approved, 
you can take advantage of the special 10% reduction immediately 

fkrsonal shoppers only. Subject to availability. 

SALE OPENING HOURS: 

TODAY,- 9AM TO 8PM. TOMORROW AND FRIDAY 9TH. 

9AM TO 7P.M. SATURDAY I0TH. 

SAM TO 8PM. MONDAY J 2TH TO FRIDAY 30TH, 

NORMAL HARRODS OPENING HOURS. 

LAST DAY SATURDAY 3IST JANUARY. 9AM TO 7PM. 



Harrnds Ltd.. KnighLihridge, London SIVL Y 7XL. Telephone 0171-730 1234. 


“OITer jpplin la ciislonirr* purchasing with a Hui-rcds Ac., Mini Card on balurdav 10th January, I99H only. OITcr exclude 
purchases Irum CoqkiiraiL- and Urirlal .Vii-uiu- m id purchases in ihc Find Halls. Wine Drpanmenl. Bars and Restaurants 
Butler &. Wflsrin, Versace Boutique, Lseada Acri-wirii-s Ham.U Winches. RuJi-x. Then Pennell and Chani-I VVairhrv \an Clerf 
and ArpeL, Piaget. Bvlgari. Boodle h Dtiuihi.me. Srphcn Webster. Haiirxls DLuu-nids, C.hnpard. TilTanv Boutique, Faraone. 
Pjlrk Philippe, Carolina Herrwa. Bjitij a Ofur.cn. ftiruail Studio. Phannacv On Cleaning. Florist, all Repairs, Fittings and 
Alterations, Gill \fauchers. Theatre RixiLinu- .iikI the fuiluwiii!; ill the Room of Lusun. - Gucci, Lucitc Hermes, t'erragamu, 1-ouis 
Hiiuon and Christian Dior. Please cbn'L m store f..r a full list of non-part icip.iiin£ departments. UK and selected overseas 
customers may apply for instMl credit but must show proof of identity and address, c.g. driving licence or 
public utility bill and a bank cheque. 1 credit card. Overseas customers will be required to show their passport 
as proof of identity. Card a|i|>lii'.-iiir.n, .in- «tihj>'«;1 sljiuv full urn ten detail- av-.ulahie on request 
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Euro-MPs are 
expelled from 
Socialist Group 

Two “Old” Labour Euro-MPs 
have been expelled from the So- 
cialist Group of the European 
Parliament. Ken Coates and 
Hugh Kerr, who last week at- 
tacked Tony Blair's plans for 
welfare cuts, were told by ibe 
group's leader yesterday that 
their application to sit with 
Green members of the Stras- 
bourg assembly disqualified 
them from continued member- 
ship as Socialists. 

They are also barred from 
standing in the next Strasbourg 
elections as “Independent 
Labour” candidates, Pauline 
Green, the Socialist leader, 
said. The Labour Party's lead- 
ership in the European Parlia- 
ment also told the rebels their 
action automatically disqualifies 
them from membership of the 
EPLP. Complete expulsion 
from die Labour Party could 
now follow when the National 
Executive Committee meets at 
the end of January. 

Mrs Green paid tribute to 
the work of the two, particularly 
Mr Coates (Nottingham North 
and Chesterfield), who has con- 
ducted extensive research into 
unemployment throughout Eu- 
rope. 

— Katherine Butler, Brussels 


Hague tells dissidents he will not be 
blackmailed over Europe policy 


Conservative leader William 
Hague will appeal to his party 
over the heads of the 12 pro- 
Europe grandees, with a ballot on 
his policy opposing the euro. 

Colin Brown , Chief Political 
Correspondent, hears Mr Hague 
warn the dissidents he will not be 
“blackmailed" like his 
predecessors Baroness Thatcher 
and John Major. 

A referendum of the Conservative Party will 
be used by William Hague to neutralise the 
attack on his leadership by the 12 Tory 
grandees and secure endorsement for his 
policy ruling out entry to a single curren- 
cy for a decade. 

Dismissing the group, who signed a let- 
ter to The Independent opposing Mr 
Hague's policy on Europe, as Yesterday’s 
Men, Mr Hague said he was confident his 
party would give him overwhelming back- 
ing. He warned the dissidents, who included 
two former party chairman, an ex-Chan- 
ce lior and a former foreign secretary, they 
would have ro “lump it". 

His uncompromising stand was support- 
ed by Michael BartiUo, who said: “1 am a firm 
supporter of Wiliam Hague's policy on Eu- 
rope. Those who have signed the letter to The 
Independent support Mr Blair’s policy.” 

Mr Hague, who is to face Kenneth 


NEVE R IN HALED 

• Pressed on whether he had ever inhaled 
cannabis, Mr Hague said: “No, I never had 
any myself but I know quite a few people 
who have.” He said he had seen people's lives 
ruined with drugs at university. 

He said he occasionally enjoyed a glass of 
wine or beer and che last time fie had "a 
1‘rtde bit too much” to drink was at his wed- 
ding in December. 

• On his wife's choice of outfits, Mr Hague 
said: “Yes. she h quite a stunner, a wonderful 
lady." 

On whether they were planning to start a 
family, he said: “Maybe some time in the fu- 
ture, certainly not Immediately. 

“She has got her own career, just as I have 
got mine and I think we settle into married 
life before we embark on a family” 


Clarke and leaders of the Tory Positive Eu- 
ropean Group in a showdown, said on BBC 
Radio Five Live: “If the party supports me 
on this polity - and there is every indica- 
tion that it wOl do - then other people will 
have to like it or lump iL 

“Anybody who says to me, 'You change 
your policy or I leave the party' - well the 
policy will stay the same.” 

Ian Taylor, who quit Mr Hague’s from 
bench in protest at his harder line on Eu- 


rope said: “If that makes him feel better, 
so be it, but it’s not the point 

“The point is that 12 of us represent- 
ing a very great number of people in the 
Conservative Party want to try to provide 
moderate advice which should help the 
Conservative Parly regain a degree of 
stature in the country as a whole.” 

The Liberal Democrat foreign affairs 
spokesman, Meozies Campbell, said: “It is 
now clear from what Mr Hague is saying 
that he contemplates a split in the Toty par- 
ty.” Mr Campbell urged disgruntled Tories 
to join his party. 

The Prime Minister's office added fuel 
to the fire by releasing extracts from an in- 
terview with the German ambassador to 
London, Gebhardt von Motke, welcoming 
the change of tone by Tony Blair’s gov- 
ernment “The Blair government has be- 
come a team player on European policy. 
This will also be documented by the British 
presidency in the first half of 1998 which 
will be dominated by EU interests,” he said. 

Mr Blair will underline the Govern- 
ment's commitment to Europe tomorrow 
at the launch of Britain's six-month pres- 
idency of the EU in London with Com- 
mission president Jacques Santer. 

However, Tory activists said Mr Hague 
had the support of the vast majority of the 
Tory party. Cafe (Conservatives Against a 
Federal Europe), is ready to claim its mem- 
bership has risen by over 1.000 in recent 
weeks to 4.500. 

Letters, page 18 


New tough line on prescription fraud 


Fines are to be imposed 
to tackle fiddles on 
prescriptions by patients 
which are costing the 
NHS an estimated £ll5m 
a year. Cohn Brown says 
health minister Alan 
Milbum will today 
announce a crackdown 
on prescription fraud. 

A crackdown on prescription 
fraud by patients, pharmacists 
and doctors is to be announced 
today by Alan Milbum, the 
health minister, following an ef- 
ficiency scrutiny in Whitehall 
which warned that fraud could 


be costing the NHS up to 
£ltSna a year in lost revenue 
from prescription charges. 

The exact extent of the 
fraud, however, was difficult to 
assess. 

It is expected that the min- 
ister will give the go-ahead to 
plans raised when the report was 
published last year to for a 
new criminal offence of evad- 
ing payment of the prescription 
charge and a fixed penalty for 
non-payment. 

Measures are being taken for 
the first time to stop theft of pre- 
scription forms, and counter- 
feiting. There could be a reward 
scheme for pharmacies which 
detect stolen or counterfeited 
prescriptions. 


i 



Mr Milbum said when the 
report was published that the 
findings were “quite frankly 
staggering”. He said if the NHS 
had been able to spend the 
money lost through fraud, it 
could have carried out an extra 
14.500 heart bypass operations. 

The report said that anything 
between £70m and £200m could 
be lost through patient evasion 
of the £5.65 charge, including 
falsely claiming entitlement to 
free prescriptions. Exemptions 
include all children under 16. 
pregnant or nursing mothers, 
pensioners, medical conditions 
such as epilepsy. 16- 19-year- 
olds in full-time education, and 
all those on income support or 
family credit. 


I 

>' 


More money is believed to 
be lost through organised fraud 
by doctors and pharmacists. 
The Audit Commission in a sep- 
arate report cited cases of doc- 
tors who sold drugs prescribed 
for non-existent patients, 
chemists who claimed for ex- 
pensive branded drugs while 
supplying patients with cheap- 
er unbranded types, and three 
opticians who claimed an extra 
£25,000 for tinted lenses by 
adding it to the prescriptions 
after they had been signed by- 
patients. 

The NHS efficiency scrutiny 
team found no case where an in- 
dividual had been charged with 
evading prescription charges, al- 
though it constituted a criminal 


offence. It said the deliberate 
evasion of charges should be de- 
fined explicitly and treated as a 
criminal offence to give “prop- 
er weight to the seriousness of 
deliberate fraud agains t the 
NHS." Other measures to stop 
patients claiming they were en- 
titled to exemptions include a 
check on their birth 'date. 

The team stressed thaxmost 
GPs and pharmacists were hon- 
est but some were engaged in 
fraud, which had been going on 
since lhe time of Chaucer, the 
writer who chronicled medieval 
life. The report included this 
quotation from The Canterbury 
Talcs: -The druggist to ensure 
his further self, split profits 
twixi our doctor and himself.” 
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island sanctuary for lost creatures of Middle England 

Tha nu( ■ . 


The red squirrel has died 
out in central England, it 
was revealed yesterday. 
As the deadly and 
relentless march of its 
American Grey cousin 
continues, Ian Burrell says 
that islands could be the 
only havens for one of 
the nation’s favourite 
mammals. 


On the Isle of Wight, where the 
waters of the River Solent have 
so far kept the grey squirrel at 
bay, emergency measures are 
being taken by the island coun- 





cil to save the 1,500-strong red 
population. 

A supply of squirrel traps has 
been brought in faom the main , 
land to ensnare greys that have 
arrived as stowaways on board 
ferries. A network of lookouts 
has been established across the 
island to report sightings of 
greys to council officers. 

Colin Pope, the council's 
ecology officer, said: “We have 
had one grey squirrel washed up 
on the beach on the north side 
of the island and some have been 
seen swimming in the Soient, but 
the distance and the strong cur- 
rents are too great for them.” 

The need to protect the Isle 


of Wight’s red squirrels, and a 
smaller colony on Brownsea Is- 
land in Poole Harbour, Dorset, 
was underlined yesterday by 
news of the demise of the red 
squirrel in the Midlands. 

There was once an ab undan t 
population of reds in the former 
Royal hunting forest at Can- 
nock Chase in Staffordshire, but 
ecologists admitted yesterday 
that it had been wiped out by 
the grey. Debby Smith, who has 
been studying squirrels at Can- 
nock Chase since 1993, said: “It 
is a sad fact that there have been 

no reliable reports of reds in 
Cannock Chase since 1994.” 

The new finding means that 
there is no longer an established 
red squirrel population on the 
English mainland, south of 
Formby in Merseyside. The 
populations in the north of 
England and in Wales are also 
at grave risk. Since it arrived in 
Britain in 1876, the grey's num- 
bers have grown to an estimat- 
ed 2.5 million. By contrast, the 
red squirrel is down to 160,000, 
with only 30,000 in England. 

In an experiment aimed at 
reversing the trend, Tony 
Mitchell- Jones, mammal ecol- 
ogist at English Nature, is over- 
seeing a project in which 35 reds 
from the north of England have 
been reintroduced to wood- 
lands in Thetford, Norfolk. 
Their food supplies are being 
protected from the greys, whose 
□umbers are being controlled. 

At one point, near the river 
lay, the two types of squirrel live 
in apparent harmony with greys 
sticking to their broadleafed 
woodlands and the reds to 
conifer forest 

But David Bullock, nature 
conservation adviser at the Na- 
tional That, said such conditions 
were rare. “If the grey ... was 
ever to establish itself on the Isle 
of Wight it may well be the 
demise of the red squirrel there.” 
he said, adding that it could be 
because greys outcompete reds 
or because they spread disease. 
Either way. “we’ve got to make 
sure it never happens”, he said. 


Holding out; The red 
squirrel has finally 
disappeared from the 
Midlands, replaced by 
the larger grey squirrel, 
but it is flourishing in the 
Isle of Wight where 
residents take emergency 
measures to eliminate 
invading greys 

Photograph: Martin Ruger 


Warmer weather 
may bring colour 
to farmers’ fields 


The expected rise in 
Britain's summer and 
winter temperatures 
over the next 50 years 
could be accompanied by 
a visually explosive 
change in the landscape 
with fields of sunflowers 
and red clover. 

Stephen Goodwin reports 
from Oxford where 
farmers and scientists 
have been doing some 
crystal-ball gazing. 


A fanning conference entitled 
“The Real World” might attract 
a hollow laugh from critics who 
believe farmers are subsidy 
junkies with a disproportionate 
sway over government policy. 

Jack Cunningham, the agri- 
culture minister, yesterday once 
again tried to disabuse farmers 
of the idea that they are going 
to be given any more money to 
compensate for the rise in val- 
ue of sterling against the Eu- 
ropean Union’s green currency. 

“The idea of an £890m gift 
from Brussels is nonsense,” he 
said, slapping down the Na- 
tional Farmers’ Union demand 
for compensation in the open- 
ing session of the 52nd Oxford 
Farming Conference. At least 
71 per cent of the money would 
have to come from the British 

taxpayer. 

But fanners are going to 
have to adjust to a Jot more than 
lower prices for their crops 
and livestock. By the middle of 
the next century Britain is ex- 
pected to be between 1.2C and 
1:6C warmer. V 

■ProfessorTfevor Davies, di- 


rector of the Climate Research 
Unit at the University of East 
Anglia, said the chances of a re- 
turn of the very hot summer of 
1995 would increase from one- 
in-90 years to one- in-three years. 
A l Oxford, days over 25C would 
increase from 12 a year to 
about 20 by 2050, while frosty 
days would fall from 42 to 18. 

More disturbing could be a 
water shortage. Stream flows 
could rednce by 30 per cent by 
2020. More water will simply 
evaporate in the extra heat, but 
by far the biggest loss will be 
that sweated out by plants. 

But oh balance, it looks as 
if farmers could benefit 

Experts believe the combi- 
nation of warmer summers and 
tougher varieties of crop intro- 
duced by plant breeders could 
add blocks of yellow sunflowers 
to the landscape of the South 
and East The oD-ricfa plant is 
already moving north in France 
and could soon follow fields of 
blue linseed over the channeL 

But the crops most likely to 
prosper from a rise in temper- 
ature are the potato and forage 
m aba, grown for silage. Profes- 
sor Christopher Pollock, re- 
search director at the Institute 
of Grassland and Environmen- 
tal Research (Iger) said com- 
puter modelling predicted 
central and even northern Eng- 
land would become suitable for 
growing early potatoes. How- 
ever, main-crop potatoes might 
suffer in the drier summers. 

Another dash of colour could 

be added to the countryside with 
red dover. It is protein -rich and 
one of the alternative forages 
Iger has been working on. 
“When you see your first field 
of that you will be blown away, " 
said the professor. 
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Round the 
world rally 
challenge 


They survived the recent 
Peking to Paris rally and new 
some of the successful drivers 
want to compete in the Around 
the World in 80 Days Motor 
Challenge. Among the drivers 
wanting to take part are Chns 
and Jan DunJdey. who found 
their Bentley Special full of rot- 
ting mushrooms in a field and 
lovingly restored it. They are 
hoping to drive 21,000 miles to 
complete the longest car rally 
in history. 

The 1907 Peking to Paris 
rally was set up by the Paris 
newspaper Lx Matin, which 
wanted to prove that the new- 
fangled motor car could go 
anywhere and break down 
frontiers. It was followed up a 
year later with the New York 
to Paris rally - until now the 
only event to try and circum- 
navigate the globe. 



Driven to distraction: A Hon dance In London’s Chinatown yesterday celebrating the success of three of the rally cars Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 
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THE MONEYBACK CREDIT CARD. 


IT MAKES YOU MONEY EVERY 


TIME YOU USE IT. 
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Britain's leading Moneyback Credit Card 


Believe it or not but the Moneyback Credit Card can 
actually make you money. That s because it gives you money 
back on every purchase* every time. 

And there’s no limit on how much money back you 
could earn each yeai; by simply using your card for everyday 
purchases. We’ll give you 0.5% money back on every 
purchase up to £3,000. On all further purchases you receive 
1 % as money back. It couldn’t be easier. Just use your card 
for all your purchases. You’ll find the money back you make 
soon adds up. You can use your Alliance & Leicester Credit 
Card instead of cash, cheques or other cards. It all means 
money back to you. 

Double money back at selected money back partner st 

And now the Moneyback Credit Card offers you even more 
ways to save money back. When you use your card 
at any of the following retailers: BP Garages, Ticketmaster, 
Index, Index Extra, Interflora and ATS, you’ll get double 
money back on every purchase. 


A card worth making the most of: 

from 11.9% APR (fixed) on transferred balances** until 
they are repaid 

«• low interest rate of 17.9% APR (variable) 
m money back on every purchase you make, every year 
mi* double money back at selected money back partners 
5% money back on any interest you pay 
no annual fee, unlike many other credit cards 
■■■ no upper limit on money back 
■■■ up to 46 days interest-free credit 


Apply today. CALL FREE 

0500 83 83 83 


Quoting ret: XBAE 
Lines ojx*n 24 hours a day, 365 days a war. Of fill in the coupon below, 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


YES - please send my FREE Information Pack on the Alliance & Leicester 
Moneyback Credit Card. 


MriMrs/Miss/Ms 

Forename 

Address 


Surname 


Postcode 

Tel. No. fine STD code) 


Date of Birth 


Post to: Alliance & Leicester Credit Cards, 
FREEPOST, 58-62 HagJey Road, 
Birmingham B16 8BR. (No stamp needed.). 
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Christmas 
drink-drive 
pleas fail to 
cut crashes 


A hard core of motorists 
are continuing to drink 
and drive during 
Christmas, new figures 
reveal. Jason Bennetto and 
Jeremy Riggafl examine the 
evidence of an increase 
in the number of drivers 
involved in accidents 
while over the limit. 


Twelve out of sixteen police 
forces in England and Wales 
have reported an increase in the 
number car crashes involving 
drunk drivers. 

Early figures suggest that the 
anti-drink drive message is fail- 
ing to make inroads into a 
small but significant number of 
motorists - typically middle 
aged men - who get into their 
vehicles while over the limit 

The provisional figures, how- 
ever, add weight to calls by the 
police and doctors for a lower- 
ing of the alcohol limit to about 
one pint of beer. The Govern- 
ment is due to consider have a 
two-tier system with a lesser 
penally for people caught on (me 
pint of strong ale or two glass- 
es of wine. The current maxi- 
mum level is just over two pints 
or four measures of spirits. 

The national picture for the 
43 forces in England and Whies 
is likely to remained confused 
because of the different count- 
ing systems now used by the po- 
lice. Totals for the remaining 27 


police forces have yet to be 
analysed. Also, as in previous 
years, the Association of Chief 
Police Officers has failed to pro- 
vide a regional breakdown and 
only indudes positive tests that 
are taken at the scene of a crash. 

Early result show that during 
December there was an in- 
crease on last year in the pro- 
portion of drunk drivers 
involving accidents in the Met- 
ropolitan Police area, Hamp- 
shire. Dorset, Leicestershfre, 
Cumbria, Norfolk, Northum- 
bria, Surrey, Wiltshire, Hum- 
berside, Northamptonshiteimd 
Essex. There was a decline in 
Greater Manchester, Suffolk, 
Lancashire and Dyfed-Powys. 

The continued refusal of a 
cm.-iii band of drinkers to leave 
their vehicles at home was con- 
demned by police officers yes- 
terday. Inspector Mick May of 
Surrey Polk* said: “The figures 
show that the vast majority of mo- 
torists have acted responsibly ami 
heeded the and drink-drive mes- 
sage. but there is still a hardcore 
who get caught up in the festiv- 
ities and insist on driving. These 
people give no thought for the 
consequences of their actions." 

Superintendent Keith 
Mavin, of Northumbria, said: 
“People who drink and drive are 
a menace to society.” 

Assistant Chief Constable 
Ian Moody, of Cheshire Police, 
added: “There is ahard core of 
drivers who are willing to put 
their own lives and those of oth- 
ers at risk.” 


Auditors criticise 
Dome procedures 


The company in charge of the 
Millennium Exhibition broke 
the rules when it let contracts 
for planning, marketing and 
sponsorship, according to an in- 
ternal auditors’ report. 

KPMG found that in one 
case work had started before a 
legally binding contract was in 
place. In others, there was in- 
sufficient evidence that con- 
tracts had been let on a 
competitive basis or with dear 
specifications. Sir John Bourn, 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General, has said in a report to 
Parliament that he finds the 
processes used “unsatisfactory" 

The report, published at 
Westminster yesterday, relates 
to the period from October to 
December 1996, before the 
new government and the New 
Millennium Experience Com- 
pany took over. It says that in 
the few months after Barry 
Hartop took over as chief ex- 
ecutive of Millennium Central, 
the company in charge at the 


time, there were fears about the 
way contractswere being leL 
KPMG were asked to look 
at the main 15 contracts, 
amounting to some £500,000. 
The auditors found that only 
three followed the procure- 
ment procedures agreed with 
the Millennium Commission. 

A separate report by the Na- 
tional Audit Office found that a 
number of payments made at 
around the same time were ir- 
regular, although oot sufficiently 
serious to justify further action. 

Eric Sorensen, the chief ex- 
ecutive of the Millennium Com- 
mission, said the errors had 
mainly been technical ones of 
documentation, and he was 
confident that the problems 
had now been deared up. “The 
report also makes clear there is 
no fraud or corruption and 
things were put right at the 
time," he said. 

— Fran Abrams 
Political Correspondent 

Andrew Ma nr, page 19 
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Dutch gay couple make history 
with first same-sex ‘marriage* 


The Netherlands nailed its liberal 
colours to the mast yesterday when 
it allowed two men to “marry' 7 i_ a 
cavil ceremony for the first time. They 
were both elderly and one is termi- 
nally ill in hospital - but they still 
made legal history by being the first 
to take advantage of a new law ex- 
tending marriage rights to same-sex 
couples from the start of the year. 

A lesbian couple had been ex- 
pected to be the first to tie the knot 
under the law in mid-January, after 
giving the authorities the statutory 
two weeks notice. As a concession 
to the life-threatening illness of one 
of tbe two men in question, they went 
first instead. 

The new “Registration of part- 
nership” in tbe Netherlands follows 
a pattern established in several 
Scandinavian countries over the 
past three years, by extending to gay 
couples all the rights adhering to the 
traditional civil marriage, with the ex- 
ception of joint adoption. 

Even this hurdle may soon be 


overcome in ihe Netherlands. As the 
law now stands, there is no bar on 
single gay men or lesbians adopting 
a child, and the centre-left govern- 
ment appears to be moving towards 
allowing couples the right jointly to 
adopt as well. 

Gay “marriages" were, until re- 
cently. the preserve of unofficial re- 
ligious or secular bonding 
ceremonies, none of which had any 
sanction in law. But increasing ac- 
ceptance of openly gay lifestyles in 
the West is creating pressure for 
changes. In Hawaii last year the 
staLe’s supreme court decided in 
favour of three couples who claimed 
it was discriminatory to deny them 
a legal civil marriage, though this rul- 
ing is under appeal. 

In Europe, Denmark led the way 
by allowing gay couples to register 
as “partnerships" in 1989, followed 
by Norway and Sweden in 1995 and 
by Greenland and Iceland in 1996. 
Greenland alone already allows joint 
custody adoption. 


Even in Britain change is afoot. 
Last year, after a test case, the new 
Labour government allowed un- 
married couples of whatever sexual 
combination to apply for residency 
on behalf of their non-EU partners. 

But “white weddings" in church 
stQJ seem a long away off. In Nor- 
way a recent furore Over the ordi- 
nation of a lesbian minister in the 
official Lutheran church shows there 
is still resistance to conflating gay 
“partnerships" with marriage in the 
complete, traditional sense. 

Many gay-rights activists question 
whether they should be fighting for 
the right to live a “straight" lifestyle. 
Peter latchell, of the OuLRage! 
pressure group, claims less than 10 
per cent of Danish gay couples have 
taken up their new right to be “mar- 
ried" since 1989, and, although he op- 
poses the ban on gay marriage, 
because it is discriminatory, adds: 
“We don't believe queers should copy 
a fundamentally flawed heterosexual 
institution." — Marais Tanner 


Boy Scouts 
promise to 
stay straight 
and narrow 



I saw you 



Only straight. God- 
fearing males need apply 
to the Boy Scouts of 
America. Tun Cornwell 
finds the organisation^ 
stubborn refusal to make 
PC concessions has 
California judges 
struggling to do the right 
thing. 

If the Boy Scouts could legally 
bar “avowed homosexuals". 
California Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Kathryn Werdegar won- 
dered, couldn't they also bar 
African Americans? But if the 
Scouts had to admit gays, a col- 
league asked, couldn't an all- 
women's college be forced to 
admit men? In recent years, the 
Boy Scouts of America has 
spent millions of dollars fend- 
ing off law suits from gays, 
girls, and atheists intent on 
joining the organisation. 

Conservatives say it is a 
prime case of America’s legal 
system run amok. But the issue 
reached California’s highest 
court this week, after lower 
court judges had jumped both 
ways. The technical question 
was whether the Boy Scouts, by 
selling uniforms, camping 
equipment, and other items re- 
quired to Be Prepared, qualified 
as a business. 

If so, they were dearly cov- 
ered by antt-dfacriminatioD laws. 
The judges, it appeared, were in- 
clined to agree with the Scouts 
that they remained a private 
charitable group. But they were 
clearly troubled by the Boy 
Scouts’ right to keep new recruits 
“morally straight", under rules 
written at tbe turn of the century, 
in a famously permissive state 
where tbe gay community is a 
powerful political voice. 

Controversy has swirled 
around the Boy Scoots of Amer- 
ica since at least 1991, when 
twins William and Michael Ran- 
dall. aged nine, refused to rerite 
the -words of the Cub Scout 
Promise promising to “do my 


duly to God and my country". 
Living in deeply conservative 
Orange County, they were ex- 
pelled from Pack 519. and their 
father, a lawyer, filed suit. The 
court yesterday heard from 
Janies Randall and lawyers in 
another case, brought by a Los 
Angeles Scout master who was 
barred because he is gay. 

Any ruling would extend to 
several similar suits in Califor- 
nia, including one from a 12- 
year-old girl Katrina Yeaw has 
sued to join because she wants 
to learn canoeing, camping, 
and other outdoor skills with her 
twin brother Daniel, who is a 
member. 

The Randall twins - self-de- 
clared agnostics - having won 
the earlier rounds in the courts 
continued Scouting, and at the 
age of 16 they arc about to qual- 
ify for their Eagle Scout badges, 
the Scouts’ highest honour. 
James Randall, their father, 
told the court that the Scouts 
“acts like a business, operates 
like a business, and it runs a 
business. If it operates like, 
talks like, thinks like a duck, 
then it must be a duck." 

Jon Davidson, a lawyer for 
former assistant Scout master 
Timothy Curran, made a more 
emotional appeal Mr Curran 
was expelled shortly after bring- 
ing a male date to his high 
school prom. But his client did 
not enlist in an organisation 
called “The Heterosexual Boy 
Scouts of America," Mr David- 
son said. “In addition to being 
a perfect role model and leader, 
he was also gay.” 

The Scouts argue that chang- 
ing the rules for membership 
would lead religions groups to 
end their affiliation. On other 
other hand, businesses such as 
Levi Strauss have withdrawn 
support because of the organi- 
sation’s ban on atheists and 
gays. Their attorney, George 
Davidson, held up a Boy Scout 
book in court saying: “There's 
God on tbe front cover, and God 
on the back cover." 

The court is due to rale in 
March. 


Congratulations. 
You’ve just 
spotted a low cost 
personal loan. 


AMOUNT 
OF LOAN 

Am 

UMOOTHUT 

RLfUfhEMTS 

TOTAL 

mamau 

o.ooo 

13 . 9 % 

£10133 

OM7M 

0.800 

EL 8 % 

C199M 

£ 7,18776 



tilt Jimmy IW 

0181 680 9966 0161 831 9966 


MANCHESTER 


0141 248 9966 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME to 8pm Mood^r b> Friday bikI 9am to 5pm 

p«“ "* ,ND24 


girma LJiM RnandlJ Sarvfces Ltantadi St V«K*»* straw, Glasgow, G2 5SH 
m ntaiart. of Onxt Uo. In*™** pie. ** P*™**”- 


jnd phMM : 


What? 


Just keep your eyes on 
the road, Romeo 



E was looking at that 
shop window actually 



There w@ss.-yeu know*.. one of 
these «o©B teessters 


OK, what was in it then? 


In a clothes store? 

dh soease on* you couldn't 

possibly iraow whet shop it 



0 % FINANCE WITH 3 MONTHS PAYMENT HOLIDAY t 
PLUS ONE YEAR'S FREE INSURANCE* 

The Punto Sporting’s not just a prerty face. Standard equipment includes on all new 
S5 bhp 16v engine, alloy wheels, power steering, reunite central lucking improved 
ride comfort, drivers side airbajj. RPS stereo and electric sunroof. Equally attractive 
is that your first repayment isn't due for three months? Gall MSt m i 71 Minn. 
http://www.fi8C.co.uk or nip down to your local Fiat dealer for a sneaky peek. 


THE NEW PUNTO SPORTING 16V 


DRIVEN BY PASSION aaaa 


CAP. SHOWN FIAT 
C£ALF>. rAJMH* PL 
IS MONTHS. WAhiCr O'WS 
fWKE ACMEMBIT.TH6 C*™ 3 &£ 
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If you want 
to cut out 
smoking , help 
is at hand. 




Parent power closes down school 


A Norfolk primary 
school faces likely 
closure after parents 
withdrew their children 
following a critical 
report. Andrew Buncombe 
reports on an ultimate 
expression of parent 
power. 

Potter Heigham First School is 
silent The two classrooms, their 
walls decorated with pupils’ 
brightly coloured paintings and 
drawings, are empty. The play- 
ground, with its white markings 
for games and surrounding 
railings, is equally deserted. 

Even the school secretary, 
Julie Crabb, has been sent 


home. “We arc a school without 
pupils." she sighed yesterday. 

“We don't really know what 
is going to happen. It really is 
a very sad situation. It will be 
very sad for the village if the 
school has to shut.” 

The situation, which result- 
ed in the teachers turning up on 
Monday for the start of the new 
term but finding none of the 21 
pupils there to teach, is the re- 
sult of parents' concern about 
failing standards. 

An Ofcted report carried out 
in July 1996 found that standards 
at the school, located within the 
Norfolk Broads National Park, 
were unsatisfactory in a number 
of subjects. An action plan was 
drawn up but return visits by the 
inspection team last October and 
November found that things 


had got worse rather than bet- 
ter. The inspector said teaching 
was unsatisfactory, that pupils' 
reading, writing and numeracy 
were not adequate, and called for 
special meas-ures. “Pupils ... 
make poor overall progress 
during their time at school" the 
inspection concluded. 

While this report was only 
published yesterday, parents 
were informed of its contents at 
a meeting with governors last 
November. The governors said 
that with their current resources 
- the school had just two teach- 
ers - it was impossible to deal 
with the shortcomings. 

As a result, the parents of 
every pupil at the 104-year-old 
school decided to find alterna- 
tive schools for their children, 
all aged between four and eight 


Lynne Sheppard, vice-chair- 
man of the governors and a for- 
mer teacher at the school, said 
yesterday: “... everyone is dev- 
astated at the potential loss of 
our local school but we under- 
stand that parents have to put 
the education of their children 
first." 

Mrs Sheppard, who has had 
to find an alternative school for 
her own five-year-old daughter, 
said parents would rather have 
kept their children at the school 
and seen it mm around. “In the 
end they had no option. I don’t 
think the local authority really 
did enough to help," she said. 

Mrs Sheppard said one of 
the problems at the school had 
been the absence, through long- 
term sickness, of the head- 
teacher, Sheila Stunnaru 


A spokesman for Norfolk 
County Council said yesterday 
that councillors were due to 
meet m conader a number of op- 
tions. “The situation at the mo- 
ment is that the school remains 
officially open even though there 
are no teachers or pupils,” he 
said. “Of course, closure of the 
school is an option.” 

Councillor John Holmes, 
chairman of the education com- 
mittee, said the authority had 
provided advice and support to 
the school He added: “The crit- 
ical role in providing a suitable 
standard of education must 
rest at school leveL” 

The Department of Educa- 
tion and Employment said it was 
awaiting a report from the local 
authority and was monitoring 
the situation. 




* 


Literacy targets for every local authority 


Literacy targets for every local 
authority are expected to be an- 
nounced today by Stephen By- 
ers, schools standards minister. 
Some local authorities will 
have to double the proportion 
of their primaiy pupils reach- 
ing the expected standard in 
English under the plans, to be 
outlined at the north of Eng- 
land education conference. 

Mr Byers will tell the Brad- 
ford conference of local au- 
thority representatives and 
education experts that every au- 
thority has agreed to challeng- 
ing new targets to raise 


standards by 2002. Ministers 
have said they want 80 per cent 
of 11 -year-olds to achieve the ex- 
pected standard in national 
tests in English within the next 
five years. The figure now is 56 
per cent, and some local au- 
thorities who have just over 30 
per cent of their pupils reach- 
ing the target must double that 
figure. The best-performing 
authorities will have to ensure 
that around 90 per cent of their 
pupils meet their targets. 

Officials at the Department 
for Education and Employ- 
ment suggested targets for each 


authority last autumn. It is un- 
derstood that all have now 
come up with figures acceptable 
to David Blunkcit. the Secre- 
tary of Slate tor Education. 

Professor Michael Barber, 
a senior govemmem adviser, 
told the conference \ esterday 
that Britain was not yet in the 
premier league for literacy. In 
maths we came 25th in a recent 
international study. “These 
statistics provide powerful jus- 
tification for the Government's 
vigorous attack on the tail of 
under-performance." 

Mr Bvers will sav todav 


that the Government's nu- 
meracy task force under Pro- 
fessor David Reynolds of 
Newcastle University will re- 
port before the end of the 
month. The Government will 
then set targets for all au- 
thorities. It wants 75 per cent 
of 1 1-year-olds to reach the ex- 
pected standard by 2002. 

Don Foster, the liberal De- 
mocrats' education spokesman, 
told the conference that the ed- 
ucation system needed a radi- 
cal rethink. The Government, 
he said should stop tinkering 
with a failing system and create 


an inclusive education system 
to meet the needs of the next 
mill ennium. He said since so 
much was learnt between the 
ages of 0 and 3, we should treat 
the early years as a distinctive 
phase, the foundation stage. 

There must be a fairer dis- 
tribution of funding, he said 
“We must question why we ac- 
cept larger classes in primary 
than jn secondary schools. If 
there is to be no extra money 
then we should consider real- 
locating it.” 

— Judith Judd 
Education Editor 


RAMADAN MUBARAK 

HAPPY RAMADAN 


T he month of lasting is once more with us, a 
time when we all concentrate on improving 
our spiritual well-being and work to get closer to 
God. It is also a time for forgiveness and building 
bridges by teaching out to those in need 
Klamir Relief has many projects around the world 
running throughout tbe year, aimed at helping 
struggling communities to rebuild their lives. 
These projects need your regular support. 

Just £3 per month cam 
• Educate a child for a year in Chechnya 
• Provide a family with dean water for life in Pakistan 
• Vaccinate 33 children in Africa 

7b find out more or to send a donation cheque or credit 
card please contact Islamic Relief on: 0171 722 0039 


Islamic Relief Dept, DN1, 
1516 Park Road, London NWS 7HT 

Dedicated to alleviating tins poverty and 
suffering of the world's poorest people 


New Investment Rates 

Effective Tuesday 6th January 1998. 


DIRECT 5AVINSS ACCOUNTS CURRENTLY ONLY AVAILABLE TO EXISTING BRISTOL & WEST INVESTORS 


90 DAY NOTICE ACCOUNT 

ANNUAL INTEREST 


90 DAY NOTICE ACCOUNT 

MONTHLY INTEREST 


Balance 

Gross* pa 

Net 1- pa 

Balance 

Gross* pa 

Net* pa 

£100,000+ 

7.55% 

6.04% 

£100,000+ 

7.30% 

5.84% 

£50,000+ 

7.20% 

5.76% 

£50,000+ 

6.97% 

5.58% ' 

£25,000+ 

6.95% 

5.56% 

£25,000+ 

6.74% 

5.39% 

£10.000+ 

6.90% 

5.52% 

£10,000+ 

6.69% 

5.35% 

£5,000+ 

6.15% 

4.92% 

£5,000+ 

5.98% 

4.79% 


EXTRA TESSA 

(FOLLOW UP TESSA! 


Balance 


£9,000+ 

£5,000+ 

£3,000+ 


Gross pa 


7,50% 

7.30% 

7.25% 


Balance 


£9,000+ 

£5,000+ 


Gross pa 


7.50% 

7.30% 


ALL ENQUIRIES REGARDING EXISTING ACCOUNTS 
TELEPHONE: 0345 100 123 (Calls charged at local rates) 

DIRECT SAVINGS PORTFOLIO: INSTANT ACCESS. 90 DAY. TERM. TESSAs. GUARANTEED EQUITY RONDS. 

DIRECT SAVINGS 

BRISTOL & WEST PLC 

interest is credited or paid at period (si In accordance with the Terms and Conditions oF the Account. ’Gross rales or interest are variable 
and do not take account of deductions of income tax. If you are eligible to receive your Interest without deduction of tax, you should 
register an Inland Revenue Form BBS. Icier**: rates shown os Net are purely Illustrative and sssome tax C aoSk. The actual net amount 
receivable bv ar. Investor who has not registered lor gross Interest will depend noon the rate of tax as required by legislation In force at 
the time interest a credited or paid out Where the tax deducted exceeds an investor's tax liability Of anyj, a claim may be made to the 
inland Reve nue lor repayment rf tax. For individuals whose income falls within The lower band, the tax deducted will match their liability 
to taxon the interest and they win haw no more tax to pay on It. individuals who are liable 
at the higher rate of income tax of *0’j will have to pay additional tax on die Interest to 
cover the difference between she tax dedusted and the higher rate tax due. Bristol S West 
pic is a member of the Banking ChBbudwan Schece and subscribes toThe Banking Code, 

The Mortgage Code . and to :he ABI Code of Practice. Copies of the Codes are available on 
request. Bristol & West pic. Registered in England No- 2134201. Registered Office: 

P0 Bl>» 27. Bread Guay, 3nslo!, 3S99 ?* r 
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Fish once a week may keep sudden 
heart attacks at bay, says study 



Sliding scale: Those who eat fish once a week have a 52 per cent lower risk of sudden death Photograph: Philip Meech 


Eating fish once a week 
can halve the risk of 
dying suddenly from a 
heart attack, according 
to a new study. But how 
reliable is the finding? 
Jeremy louronce. Health 
Editor, unravels a 
complex story. 

A study of 20.000 male Amer- 
ican doctors suggests that fish 
may have a more dramatic ef- 
fect on the heart than has been 
suspected. Those who ate fish 
of any kind at least once a week 
had a 52 per cent lower risk of 
sudden death from heart disease 
than those who ate it less than 
once a month. 

But the finding is compli- 
cated by the apparent absence 
of any other protective effects 
of fish on the heart. There was 
no difference between the fre- 
quent fish eaters and the rest in 
terms of the number of heart at- 
tacks, deaths from heart disease 
or non-sudden cardiac deaths. 

Oily fish - salmon, mackerel 
and others containing what are 
thought to be the most benefi- 
cial omega-3 fatty acids - had 
a protective effect against sud- 
den death but it was not as great 
as that from overall fish con- 
sumption. 

Christine Albert and col- 
leagues from the Brigham and 
Women's Hospital in Boston, 
Massachusetts, say in the Jour- 
nal of the. American Medical. As- 
sociation that 250,000 sudden 
heart deaths occur in the Unit- 
ed States each year, more than 
half of which have no previous 
history of heart disease. 

‘All levels of fish consump- 
tion were associated with a de- 
creased risk of sudden death, 
but the size of the reduction did 
not appear to differ substantially 
at levels of consumption greater 
than one fish serving per week, 
suggesting a threshold effect-” 

Doubts about the study are 
raised in an accompanying ed- 
itorial by Daan Kromfaout, of 
the National Institute of Pub- 


lic Health in the Netherlands. 
The findings conflict with oth- 
er studies, which have shown 
protective effects against heart 
disease deaths but not against 
sudden cardiac deaths, and the 
number of doctors eating fish 


less than once a month was very 
small, suggesting other charac- 
ieristicscould account for their 
higher risk of sudden death. 

Dr Kromhou t said evidence 
accumulated over 20 years 
showed clearly that non-fish 


caters were at higher risk of dy- 
ing of heart disease. Attention 
has focused on oily fish such as 
mackerel because it contains the 
highest levels of omega-3 fatty 
adds which arc believed to he 
important in preventing the 


ventricular fibrillation (heart 
flutter) that is thought to trig- 
ger heart attacks. 

"The more unsalu rated the 
fatty acids the sin »ngcr the effect. 
Thai is the hypothesis we are 
w< irking on." Dr Kromhout said. 


Pubs and restaurants break records for Christmas lunch 


More people than ever this 
Christmas chose to desert the 
kitchen for the local pub or 
eatery. Anywhere from Har- 
vester restaurants to local booz- 
ers were crammed full of 
customers for Christmas lunch 
this year. One Beefeater restau- 


rant. the Rusty Cutter in Bed- 
harnpton. was even booked out 
for the meal by last April. 

And it is not just Christmas 
- Britons are choosing to eat out 
in their droves on any special oc- 
casion. Pubs and restaurants are 
already reporting record book- 


ings for Valentine s Day and 
Mothering Sunday. 

“These are the best bookings 
we have ever seen for Christinas 
Day. Most people ordered the 
traditional lunch but there were 
plenty of alternative and vege- 
tarian meals were also popular." 


Just the Ticket for the 
January Sales 


said a spokesman for Bass Tav- 
erns. one of the biggest pub 
groups in the country. The sto- 
ry has been mirrored across (he 
whole industry. 

As working hours increase, 
more people have not got the 
lime or arc not prepared to 
spend hours in the kitchen. A 
recent survey found that it lakes 
an average of five ami a half 
hours to prepare a Sunday 
lunch. Pub operalurs .ils.i he- 
lieve the rise in the divorce rile, 
which has lead to an increase in 
the number of single parents. 


leads people to ium to pubs and 
restaurants as an alternative to 
eating a home. 

These rrends mean that the 
eating-out market is expected to 
>how double-digit growth over 
the nevt few years, they have also 
lead to the transformant >n ol the 
traditional pub. Gone are the 
si »ggy fish and chips and the stale 
pie. Mom ol the major chains 
have spruced up their menus 
and introduced a wider, more 
exotic range ■ if food to cash in 
on the growing demand. 

— Andrew Yates 



No profit in meat for Tesco 

Tesco said yesterday it was making next to no profit Irotn selling 
meal. Britain's largest supermarket chain has been accused of 
squeezing hard-pressed pn iduevrs' profits and then failing li » pass 
on savings to customers. 

Terry Leahy. Tesco ‘s chief executive, said the store was actu- 
ally lucky 1 to balance its hooks in the butcher's department. 

He announced the launch ol an invest igaiii *n inti i where m« ni- 
cy in the meat supply chain is going. 


Save up to £266 in the first year 


Go to town in the January sales 
with the Capital One VISA card. With 
the lowest rate in the UK for credit 
card purchases you can make a 
saving of up to £266*. Justtransfer 
your balance from your high interest 
cards to our low rate Capital One 
VISA card: And after January 1999, 
you’ll only pay the low rate of 17.9% 

APR variable. So for the January sales 

you'll find this card is just the ticket. 


• 6.9% APR FIXED 

mull January 1999 

•No Annual Fee 
9 Save up to £266 

• Simple to apply - 
just call NOW 

Capital One 

Cental One Bank. Can! Sewfcas. PO. 31 7. 
pJoBinghanv NG7 ZWD. 


call 0800 66 9000 free 


^^TouOTr,4,4-®1 TO APPLY OR REQUEST A FREE INFORMATION RACK 
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DAILY POEM 


At the Emporium 
by Helen Dunmore 

He is the one you cun o hihi on 
for \vshrjuy\ bread. rolling lolxtciu 
iiiirf fltf sruriiiM 
I irk of the blind 

on leathery H ednc'Jay afienu •on*. 

He has hanJ-ehalked b nml\ with the pn, is 
of Anchor butler and liritidi nine. 

He doesn 7 //» >A/ n'ith hall-day closing. 

He's the king of long aliemthms 

lounging vested in hi* doorww 

He watches the children du indie 

and dawdle, licking icepops 

that drip on the v/t'/'v 

Hi i ninth! be the last fa-e that mi h- them 

before an abduct ton t ontem. 

he is always open. 


Our Dailv Pkiems until M.md.iy 1<J Januan (w hen the w inner 
will be ann» lunccd 1 c« nnc Ir.mi the Id v,.|umessln«rilisied f.«r 
ihc 19 41 ? T S Elii»t Prize, pi esc n ted by flic P>>eiry Bonk Soci- 
elv. All the authors will take pari in a reading on Siindav IS 
Januarv .it 7.jUpfll in the Almeida Thc.ilre. I.ond.nt N I (l«'X 
uflice: "iil7|-.V‘i 44H4). Hus |wm eonie> Ir.mi Kestian 
(Bloodaxe. Helen Dunnume 


Hands up all 
those who want to cut 
out cigarettes. 

People who ve never smoked don’t know how hard it is to break the 
habit. But those whoVe tried know and maybe we can help. 

When you cut out smoking. 

You’re likely to experience irritability because your body misses 
the nicotine, but what’s more, you may also miss actually holding 
the cigarette. 

Willpower often isn’t enough, because you may also need some thin g 
to replace the smoking ritual. Something that can enable you to 
gradually reduce your need for nicotine, which is why we’ve just 
introduced the new Nicorette Inhalator. 

Introducing the new Nicorette Inhalator. 

The Nicorette Inhalator is not a smokeless cigarette. It is a 
unique new form of nicotine replacement therapy, comprising a 
mouthpiece and a replaceable nicotine cartridge. Simply draw on 
the mouthpiece and the cartridge releases just enough nicotine to 
relieve your craving. In the meantime, your hands are kept busy 
holding the Nicorette Inhalator. 

What you don’t get is the tar, carbon monoxide and smoke which 
are well known causes of cancer and heart disease. As you know, your 
body is already addicted to nicotine which is why the Nicorette 
Inhalator was developed to help you cope without cigarettes and, 
eventually, nicotine. 



The evidence . 


Using the Nicorette Inhalator has been clinically proven to double 
your chances of giving up, compared to willpower alone. The Nicorette 
range has been used by more people around the world chan any other 
product to help them quit smoking. 

Nicorette Inhalator, from your 
local pharmacy. 

Once you’ve made the decision to do something about your 
smoking, we can help you take it one day at a time. If you smoke up 
to 20 cigarettes a day just ask your pharmacist for the Nicorette 
Inhalator. If you smoke more, there’s a whole range of other Nicorette 
products to help you. 

For more information, call Freephone 0800 2 GIVE LIP 
<0800 2 44 83 87) or visit our website, (■www.nicorette.co.uk) and 
you’ll find we’re ready, willing and able to help you cut out smoking. 


t < 1 


■ 'ff'imwv.v. M" 


NICORETTE' i 



NICORETTE Inhalator 




Always read the label. 
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Cunning patriarch propels Christianity to heart of state 



Bright flame: A Russian girt, watched by her grandmother, lights a candle for Christmas in Kazansky cathedral in St Petersburg yesterday Photograph: Alexander Demianchuk/Reurers 


Russia is celebrating 
Christmas Day today, led 
by Alexei II , the head of 
the Russian Orthodox 
Church. In the last 
decade Alexei has seen 
his church restored to a 
powerful, even ruthless, 
force. As PhU Reeves 
reports, the patriarch is 
now one of the country’s 
most influential and 
ambiguous figures. 

Christmas was officially 
scrapped by the Communists 
who turned New Year into the 
main seasonal celebration, but 
it has been making a steady 
comeback since Boris Yeltsin re- 
stored its status as a national 
holiday several years ago. Such 
is its novelty that the newspaper 
Komsomoiskinv Pravda yester- 
day published instructions on 
what to do. Although in Tsarist 
Limes prosperous Russians ate 
swan at the main meal, roast 
chicken or turkey would do. it 
advised. 

Alexei H himself could be 
forgiven if he allowed himself 
a frisson of personal triumph to 
day. When he was merely a 
humble bishop, his friends at the 
KGB gave him the codename 
“thrush". Were they today to 
choose a sobriquet for Alexei 
1 1. the patriarch of Moscow and 
All Russia, it would he a hird of 
far greater sinew. He and his or- 
ganisation are as central in the 
new Russia as the tsarist era 
double-headed eagle that 
adorns the national flag. 

Statistics suggest that half of 
Russians identity themselves 
us Orthodox, but active partic- 
ipation in the church remains 
low. Yet the church itself has 
forged forward in the last 10 
years, dramatically increasing its 
prestige and winning back much 
of the ground lost by the IS*17 
Bolshevik Revolution. 

Those aspiring to be a power 


in the land - be they Boris 
Yeltsin, the Communist leader 
Gennady Zyuganov, or themay- 
or of Moscow, Yuri Luzhkov - 
make it their business regularly 
to share a stage with the cleric. 

Few are better skilled than 
Alexei in the business of amass- 
ing power in a state in which 
cronyism, wealth and unrecon- 
structed Sovietism play a 


greater rote than the instru- 
ments of democracy. He not 
only worked within the church 
when it was penetrated by the 
KGB and bound up with the So- 
viet stale, he thrived under it. 

After training as engineer, 
be entered the church in his na- 
tive Estonia and became a 
bishop at 32. It was in the 
same year - 1961 - that the 


church, aided by the KGB, 
joined the World Council of 
Churches and proceeded to 
exploit the naive and foggy 
benevolence of its members by 
covertly pressing through the 
Soviet agenda. 

The KGB liked Alexei be- 
cause he was compliant, and 
showed few inconvenient symp- 
toms of religious zeal. He rose 


swiftly, and within three years 
was the Chancellor of the 
Moscow Patriarchate - in 
charge of the money, and work- 
ing closely with the regime. 
When the Soviet empire disin- 
tegrated. Alexei apologised for 
his career in an unusually can- 
did interview with Izwstia news- 
paper: “Defending one thing, 
it was necessary to give some- 


where else. Were there any 
other organisations, or any oth- 
er people among those who had 
to take responsibility not only 
for themselves but for thou- 
sands of other fates, who were 
not compelled to act likewise?" 

He was protected by the fact 
that he was no different from 
the assorted party hacks and se- 
curity men who inherited the 


remnants of the Soviet Union. 
(Boris Yeltsin spent three 
decades in the Party.) His ad- 
vocates continue to argue it was 
Hobson's Choice - either stand 
up against the system and be 
crushed, or work within its 
constraints in the hope, now’ re- 
alised. of piloting the church to- 
wards a better future. 

In the post-Soviet era, he has 


continued to depend on his po- 
litical cunning, tenacity and prag- 
Tensions between the 
church’s vociferous conserva- 
tive elements and its moderates 
could easily have rent it in two. 

The price of avoiding a bust- 
up has been considerable: last 
year, under pressure from the 
right, the Russian patriarch 
called off a meeting with the 
Pope, jettisoning an opportunity 
to end 1 , 000 years of rivalry and 
hostility. The conservatives had 
demonstrated their capacity for 
destructive xenophobia before, 
by responding furiously when 
Alexei made a conciliatory 
speech before a gathering of 
rabbis in New York in 1991. 
Anti-Semitism remains in- 
grained within the folds of the 
Russian cloth. 

So, too, do several other 
murky secular impulses. In the 
aftermath of the collapse of the 
SovieL Union, the state - anxious 
to use the church to consolidate 
its own power - gave the Or- 
thodox Church lax breaks to im- 
port such worldly commodities 
as cigarettes, oQ and alcohoL 

As Russia’s clerics today 
ponder the man whom they con- 
sider Christ’s representative on 
earth, even his enemies will be 
bound to acknowledge that he 
has achieved something. The 
figures look good: there are now 
18,000 parishes, compared to 
6,900 a decade ago. 

He fought hard and suc- 
cessfully to get Mr Yeltsin’s sig- 
nature on last year’s draconian 
new law which protects the 
Russian Orthodox Church from 
competition from foreign pros- 
e Misers on Russian soil. 

Although Alexei has said he 
believes in the separation of 
church and state, his steward- 
ship has bound the two inex- 
orably together. He has pressed 
ahead with a revival that bias 
seen the church acquire banks, 
land, buildings, and political, 
suitors galore. The plumage of 
this particular bird may not be 
very attractive, but he gets the 
job done. 
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£ 1 0 Conran lunch 

Everyday in any one of six Conran restaurants 


INDEPENDENT 


ON SUNDAY 


The Independent and Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are delighted to 
offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at six of London’s top 
restaurants anyday throughout January and February for £ 1 0 


From Monday January 5th until Saturday February 
28th, 6 Conran Restaurants are exclusively offering 
readers of The Independent and Independent on 
Sunday a two course lunch or early evening supper 
for just £10. In addition, readers can take advan- 
tage of further special offers throughout the evening 
at a number of the restaurants, details of which we 
shall publish over the course of the promotion. 

How to Book 

To participate in the offer simply collect one 
token (tokens will be printed every day until 
Saturday February 28th) and then telephone 
the restaurant of your choice quoting the In- 
dependent offer. On your arrival at the 
restaurant you must present your token in or- 
der to qualify for the offer. Each token is valid 
for a complete table booking. The tokens will 
be valid for one week only, and will be dated 
accordingly. To continue to participate in the 
offer, simply collect a token from the week in 
which you wish to dine. Pre^booking is essen- 
tial and all bookings are subject to availability. 

A special discount is available on selected items in the 
Bluebird and Le Pont de la lour shops on presentation 
of the token. 

Terence Conran, widely recognised as the UK's leading 
restaurateur has played a significant role in changing the 
way we eat out. He has created 1 1 unique restaurants, 
and this year will open two more In London and one in 
Paris. 
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Valid between Monday January 5th and Friday January 9th 


BLUEBIRD 









Name 


Address. 


The wuthcr wmte the holder jnd jll member! & rfcdr bciMng to 
participate m The Independent; Conran p.Mtaunmn GO meal offer. 


Bluebird: 350 King’s Road, London, SW3 SUU. 0171 559 1000 

Bluebird is an Epicurean experience for lovers of food and drink: a large restaurant and bar, together 
with a food market, chef shop, traheur, cafe and luxurious dining dub. Since opening last year, it has 
become a popular choice for those who want to enjoy good food and wine in a relaxed, friendly atmos- 
phere. The menu combines the best classic and contemporary flavours and techniques, and readers can 
enjoy dishes from the grill, rotisserie and wood-fired oven. 

Lunch 1 2pm- 3 pm. Early evening supper 6pm - 7pm. 

Blue Print Cafe, The Design Museum, 28 Shad Thames, London, SEI 2YEL 0171 378 7031 

Blue Print Cafe is a favourite destination for many in the dty. Admired for its spectacular view, good 
food and relaxed atmosphere, the restaurant looks out over the Thames and Tower Bridge. Blue Print's 
food is simple and light reflecting Influences from around the globe and the menu changes frequently to 
take advantage of seasonal produce. New for 1998, Blue Print Cafe have introduced a set lunch menu 
which Independent readers can try ax the special price of £10 for two courses. Also avaflable early 
evening is a selection of great Spanish food and rustic wine for £10. 

Lunch l2noon - 3pm, Early evening supper 6pm - 7pm.* 

Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grifr. 36d Shad Thames, London, SEI 2 YE. 0171 403 8403 

The centrepiece of the Butler's Wharf Gastrodrome, Le Pont de la Tour overlooks the River Thames 
and is situated by one of the most famous bridges in the world - it’s namesake, Tower Bridge. The en- 
tire complex includes an elegant restaurant, lively bar & grin and series of splendid shops. At the Bar & 
Grin, the menu is a mix of regional French, Irish, British and Italian dishes in simple, generous style. For 
Independent readers the chef has created a new set menu (£10 for two courses or £1330 for three 
courses) foil of classic Bar & Grill dishes. Lunch I2pm-3pm, Early evening supper 6pm -7pm. 

Mezzo: 100 Wardour Street, London, WIV 3 LE. 0171 314 4000. 

“When we opened Mezzo in September 1995, we wanted to make people feel good, to add to the quali- 
ty of fife in London and to bring something completely different to Soho,” says Terence Conran. De- 
scribed as the largest restaurant in Europe, Mezzo is in fact a collection of complementary, food related 
activities ail gathered together under one enormous roof: Soho’s only bakery, a patisserie, cafe and four 
bars, as well as two different restaurants - Mezzo and Mezzonine. Mezzo is readied by an impressive 
staircase which winds down through a dramatic double height space where the kitchens create a spec- 
tacular stage. The food is a fusion of east meets west, northern and southern hemispheres, where chef 
John Ibrode shows his passion for mixing ingredients with flair and innovation. 

Lunch 1 2pm - 3pm, Early evening supper 6pm-7pm. 

Quagfino's, 16 Bury Street, St James's, London, SWIY 6AL. 017f 930 6767 

Celebrating it’s fifth birthday on February 14th this year, Quagfino’s has been described as " the 

talk and taste of London, a place so polished and swanky it could only have come from Terence Conran." 
Vogue Entertaining Guide ]une/]uly 1993. Despite opening in the depths of the recession, this glamorous 
restaurant has been one of London’s most successful establishments. I ns pired by the great brasseries of 
Paris, the menu is predominantfy a mix of British, French and! Italian dishes. 

Lunch I2pm-3pm, Eariy evening supper 5.30prrv6_30pm. 

Zinc Bar & Grid, 21 Heddon Street, just off Regent Street, London, W1 R 7LF. Tel 0171 255 8899 

Zinc Bar & Grill is a lively and informal restaurant and bar, in the heart of London's West End. Just sec- 
onds away from the hustle and bustle of Regent Street, Zinc Bar & Grill provides an oasis from the West 
End frenzy, a place to meet friends for a quick drink, a light lunch or a relaxed dinner. The menu is sim- 
ple and reasonably priced with the majority of dishes cooked on the grill and rotisserie, on view to 
restaurant customers. Exclusively at Zinc, readers will be able to enjoy three courses for just £10 be- 
tween 12 noon and 7pm.* 

*On«d from 6pm on Sunday 

"farms and conditions: To participate in the offer simply telephone the restaurant of your choice dir ec t {from those listed abovel to make your obfe reservation, identifying yourself as an Independent diner 
On arrival at the restaurant you should present your correctly dated token to qualify for the prom on on. Tokens are onfy valid for the printed. You must be at least 18 years old to participate in die pro. 
motion. Pre-booking is essential and all bookings are subject to availability. Dmers will not be able to participate m the promotion rf they have not made a prior reservation. The offer entities the Independent 
diner and all members of their booking to a two course lunch or eariy evening supper (pre 7pm» at Mezzo. Blue bird, Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill. Quagfino's, Slue Print Cate or 2inc Bar SGrfll for £io. 
Price includes one side order against a specially prepared menu.The discount at the Bluebird / Le Pont de la Tour shops applies to selected purchases in srore. The menus may change from time to Dire dur. 
ing the course of the prom otion. The cost of the meal indudes VAT and excludes drinks, coffee/tea. A discretionary service charge of 1 23% will be added to each bill The oner b exclusive to Independent 
readers and this offer cannot be used In con|unction with any other offer and is non- transferable. Conran Restaurants Ltd trading terms and conditions apply. 

Promoter: The Independent, One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London. E14 5AR 
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Waxy Mao still 
draws the crowds 


The 50-year-old woman from Inner Mon- 
golia was not impressed. It was her fourth 
time paying her .respects to Chairman Mao, 
her previous visits being in the 1980s. As 
she emerged from the mausoleum in 
Tiananmen Square yesterday, she ex- 
plained; “It’s not like the original one. The 
cars look dark. And, before. the face was 
fatter, now it’s sunken in a bit. Also the 
complexion is not like natural skin.*’ 

Mr Li, a 63-year-old Peking party 
member who had visited Mao more than 
10 times, d isag reed: “They did not change 
anything with his body; it is preserved very 
well." 

Mao Zedong’s embalmed body was 
back on public display yesterday when his 
mausoleum reopened after nine months 
of renovations. To The Independent, the 
Chairman looked just as waxijy implau- 
sible as ever, like a Madame Tussaud's re- 
ject. Not that there was any opportunity 
for a proper inspection. 

As before, the line of visitors was kept 
constantly moving by stem soldiers, 20 feet 
away from the glass-coffined body. In the 
gloomy orange light, the head and shoul- 
ders protruding from the hammer-and- 
sicklc flag looked a distant descendant of 
flesh and blood. 

The vast, square mausoleum, con- 
structed in eight months after Mao died 
in September 1976, had received 1 10 mil- 
lion visits when it closed for renovations 


on 1 April last year. One hour after re- 
opening yesterday morning, some 4,500 
Chinese had already filed throu gh. 

But it remains a mystery what the work- 
men have been doing. The body looked the 
same, and the walls seemed to have ben- 
efited only from a coal of parnt. 

One visitor suggested the air-condi- 
tioning systems had been overhauled. 
Perhaps the rumours had been true - that 
Mao, who had 22 Litres of formaldehyde 
pumped into his corpse when he died -had 
been “leaking*’. 

Mao’s doctor. Li ZhLsui, presented a 
vivid account of the original embalming 
in bis memoirs, after the Politburo over- 
ruled Mao's wish for a cremation. “His skin 
was shiny and the formaldehyde oozed 
from his pores like perspiration." wrote 
Dr Li. Hie embalming took a year. “A tube 
inserted into Mao’s neck would allow the 
team to replenish the formaldehyde at pe- 
riodic intervals. The crystal coffin would 
be filled with helium," he added. No oth- 
er Chinese leader has been embalmed; last 
year Deng Xiaoping's ashes were thrown 
into the sea. 

Last September. Bao Ge. a Shanghai 
dissident, wrote a public letter to the gov- 
ernment suggesting it was time Mao was 
cremated. But Mr Bao is now in exile - 
and Mr Mao is far too profitable to be giv- 
en a decent burial. 

— Teresa Poole, Peking 


UK to revive Montserrat 


Less than a fortnight after the biggest erup- 
tion so far in the current cycle of the 
Sotufriere Hills volcano on Montserrat, a 
key British official insists that, if human- 
ly possible, plans will go ahead to revive 
and redevelop the stricken Caribbean 
island. 

“We need houses, houses and more 
houses," the official said yesterday. “We 
need low-interest mortgage schemes, and 
money to help small businessmen relocate" 
from Plymouth, the island's capital laid 
waste by a series of eruptions in the 
summer. 

His remarks were intended to quell the 
continuing fears of many remaining 
Montseirafians that Britain would declare 
the island unviable, and force them to leave 
their homeland for ever. 

In fact a contingency plan Operation 
Exodus exists for the complete evacuation 
of the island should conditions become un- 


tenable. but the British government’s po- 
sition is that “as long as the island is safe, 
we’ll remain committed to you". 

Robin Cook, the Foreign Secretary, will 
visit the island next month to demonstrate 
that commitment. 

Scientists now predict the volcano will 
probably remain active for the next two 
or three years, but that the northern third 
of Montserrat is safe. 

But the 30 million cubic metres of ash 
and lava spewed forth by Soufriere Hills 
on Boxing Day has rendered the south- 
ern part, currently an exclusion zone into 
which entry is punishable with a S250 
(f 156) fine or jail sentence, even more dan- 
gerous and uninhabitable. 

Of the islands original 11,000 popu- 
lation. only 3.500 are left. Of these. 500 
are living in temporary shelters, compared 
with 1,200 in October. 

— Rupert Cornwell, Montserrat 



Little mermaid loses her head 


The most famous mermaid in the world 
has lost her head for the second time. 

The decapitation was reported before 
dawn yesterday by a passerby in the har- 
bourside park in Copenhagen. Den- 
mark. where the statue perches on a rock. 

As scuba divers searched the harbour 
waters for the missing head, police said 
they were looking for two young men who 
were .seen rollerskating from the park and 
laughing at about the time the vandal- 
ism was reported. The police took the first 
decapitation in 1964 so seriously that it 
was investigated by the humieide squad, 
but no arrests were made. 

Meanwhile, in South Africa, the East 


London aquarium claimed to have cap- 
tured a real mermaid Local press promised 
she would go on show at the weekend and 
carried photographs of Tessa du Toiu a 
teenage aquarium guide, complete with fish 
tail and strategically placed clam shells. 
King on the rocks in the penguin pool. 

The stunt pulled in the crowds, but: 
“It all went wrong when people began ask- 
ing Tessa to swim." said Willie Marilz. the 
aquarium curator, yesterday. “I said she 
cannot swim with that suit on, then peo- 
ple really lost it ... jumping the barrier, 
shouting “fraud" and pelting her with mis- 
siles. Wc had to cull in the police." 

— Mary Braid 


Jobless protests strike at 
heart of French coalition 


The spectre of high unemployment has 
caught up with France's Socialist-led coali- 
tion government. A nationwide campaign 
by militant, jobless groups has provoked 
widespread public sympathy - and open 
squabbles between ministers. A demon- 
stration is planned in Paris today. 

France has suffered high unemployment 
for 15 years but, until now, the unemployed 
themselves have remained mostly silent 

Demonstrations and sit-ins by militant 
groups representing the 1 million long-term 
unemployed have changed all that. Sev- 
enteen employment insurance offices 
around the country, one minister's con- 
stituency headquarters and several gov- 
ernment offices in Paris remained occupied 
last night. 

The campaign has struck Prime Minis- 
ter Lionel Jospin's government at its most 
vulnerable and sensitive point: its unfulfilled 
promise to do something about the stub- 
bornly high unemployment rate (T2.3 per 
cent). The protesters' tactics and demands 
(including a steep increase in unemployment 
pay and a £300 Christmas bonus for the job- 
less) have produced public quarrels with- 
in the Soriaiist-Communist-Green coalition 
which has been running France since June. 
The deputy prime minister and employment 
minister, Martine Aubiy, said the occupa- 

Oprah on trial over 
‘mad cow* remarks 

A trial opens in Texas today that pits Lhc 
American talk-show star. Oprah Winfrey, 
against the might of the state's beef ranch- 
ers - over allegations about bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy. The ranchers claim 
that Ms Winfrey and a vegetarian activist 
who appeared on her show in 3996 unjustly 
defamed Lhe quality of US beef and caused 
them milli ons of dollars in losses when stock 
prices fell. Texas is one of 13 states where 
disparaging the quality of food is a crime. 

The charges relate to remarks made by 
Howard Lyman, director of a campaign 
launched by the Humane Society called Eat- 
ing with Conscience, to the effect that in 
America thousands of cows died of un- 
known causes every year, were ground up 
and fed to other cows - the same conditions 
blamed for the BSE epidemic in Britain. 
Ms Oprah responded: “It has just stopped 
me cold from eating another burger. I’m 
stopped." The suit accuses her and her team 
of failing to check their information; she 
argues that the show simply asked whether 
mad cow disease could happen in the US. 

— Mary Dejevsky. Washington 


lions were “illegal". The Green leader, Do- 
minique Voynet, and the Communist 
leader, Robert Hue, described them as “un- 
derstandable" and “legitimate". 

The more moderate unions have ac- 
cused the Communist-aligned CGT of fo- 
menting lhe protests. Nicole Notat, leader 
of the CFDT union federation, who is also 
president of Unedic, the quango which runs 
unemployment insurance, said the pro- 
testers were politically-motivated “agita- 
tors” who were “manipulating the distress" 
of the real unemployed. 

There is some evidence that the actions 
have been coordinated by the hard-line 
wing of the Communist Party, and the CGT 
. But the three militant groups involved 
have attracted the support of genuinely un- 
employed people. Polls have also suggest- 
ed that almost two thirds of the French 
people sympathise with the protesters. 

A nationwide day of action, including 
a demonstration in Paris, has been called 
today to coincide with a meeting of Unedic. 
The agency is expected to make some form 
of conciliatory gesture but is unlikely to 
meet Lhe protesters' demands, which would 
force an increase in the already sleep in- 
surance payments made by employers and 
those who do have work. 

— John Lichfield. Paris 

Third of N Koreans 
face starvation 

The World Food Programme launched Lhe 
biggesL emergency operation in its 35-year 
history yesterday, appealing for more than 
$37Sm (£236m) to feed nearly one-third of 
North Korea's population and avert a 
“humanitarian catastrophe". 

“The international community has been 
very generous in the last year and were call- 
ing on them to be even more generous to 
prevent the present food shortage from de- 
veloping into a famine situation," said 
Catherine Bertini. executive director of the 
United Nations agency. 

North Korea suffered extensive flood- 
ing in 1995 and 1996 which crippled agri- 
cultural production, and the country was 
hit by severe drought in the summer of 1997. 
Low rainfall reduced the expected maize 
harvest last year by more than half, and tidal 
waves from Typhoon Winnie in August dam- 
aged the rice crop, which fell far short of 
domestic needs. 

No figures on famine deaths are avail- 
able, hut Ms Bertini said children have fared 
worst, with some showing signs of stunted 
physical and mental growth. — AP, London 
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Pheasant by Brian Harris 



jantar Mantar Observatory (India) by 
Kalpesh Lathigra 


Frosted Rose by Brian Harris 
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14/THEATRE 


As the hedgehog said to the 
fox, ‘I’m not just a fabulous 
window-dresser, you know!’ 


Whether working at die 
ENO, the R5C or the 
London Palladium, 
Steven Pimlott is equally 
adept at putting the 
theatre back into opera 
or bringing out the music 
in a spoken line. No 
wonder he is most at 
home in musicals. 


Not many people have a CV 
boasling productions of both 
Carmen and Carmen Jones. 
Throw in Mozart and Verdi. 
Sondheim ami Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, and you're getting 
close to the diversity of direc- 
tor Steven PimloiL And that's 
before you start on the plays. 
Ignoring his forthcoming mu- 
sicals, DrDoUnlt. led hv no less 
a figure than Phillip Schofield 
talking to the animals, and Cv 
Coleman's new .4 Star Is Bom 

- not to mention a rcvh al of his 
La Bohcmc at ENO in March 

- l*WS will also find him bring- 
ing his RSC staging of Ten- 
nessee Williams's Camino Real 
to the Barbican and directing 
world premieres by Robert 
Holman and Phyllis Nagv. This 
man is positively promiscuous. 

The late Isaiah Berlin di- 
vided artists and individuals into 
two camps: hedgehogs and fox- 
es. Dante. Ibsen and Proust are 
hedgehogs, pursuing a single 
universal organising principle: 
while Shakespeare. Moliere 
and Joyce are foxes, seizing 
upon the essence of a wide va- 
riety of experiences and objects 
for what they are in them- 
selves. rather than seeking to fit 
them into a unified inner vision. 
It's fair to say that the very na- 
ture of working on other peo- 
ple’s plays means that few 
directors turn out to be hedge- 
hogs, but Pimlott would appear 
to be foxier than most. 

Or is he? True, his almost ab- 
surd workload means he'll hard- 
ly have a day off between now 
and next August, but having 
reached fortysomething. he’s 
taking stock, stopping down 
the lens and focusing bis vision. 
It ail stents back to an incident 
a couple of years ago when he 
was working on his unusually 
Quid, updated Bolieme at ENO. 

It happened at the "model 
showing", a standard opera 
house pax.edu re where director 
and designer explain their vision 
to the company. “We were talk- 
ing about why we were doing it 
like this and. at the end. the 


nfpetiteur [vocal coach] - who 
shall remain nameless, may she 
rot in hell - said. ‘Has it ever oc- 
curred to you that people might 
just come to listen to the musk:?' 
And you think, ‘Oh, why both- 
er?’ But, you know, Tm not all 
that confident she wasn’t right." 

Wore he pan of the fash- 
ionable wave of theatre direc- 
tors who have recently flirted 
with opera for the grandeur of 
its design and budgets, such a 
remark might be understand- 
able. but coming from someone 
who trained at ENO in the ear- 
ly 1970s, it's downright peculiar. 
He warms to his theme. “It’s a 
controversial thing to say, but 
I do think lhaL opera is about 
the conductor, not the director. 


BY DAVID 
BENEDICT 


That's not to say there isn't a 
huge art in directing opera 
well. Indeed. I think the direc- 
tor's job is much harder than the 
conductor's because, on the 
whole, the music has fared bet- 
ter than the stage conventions 
in which the piece was written. 
Look at Verdi, for example. This 
really is controversial, but it's 
difficult not to see opera di- 
rection as glorious, brilliant, 
fabulous, interpretive window- 
dressing. That is not to deny that 
great opera directors don't get 
beyond that, but to get beyond 
that is so difficult." 

Fighting talk. Jn the politest 
possible way. he's kicking against 
the cumbersome, unwieldy ma- 
chinery of opera production 
that gives the director little or no 
say in casting (a process in the 
control of the music staff) and 
puts final rehearsals in the hands 
of the conductor. 

“Frequently, your job is 
bringing the singer to base- 
line. Never mind directing, it's 
actually just about getting some- 
one across the stage, to sit 
down or get a drink. Personal- 
ly. I find life exciting in a re- 
hearsal room with theatre 
people. But with opera, what is 
exciting is working with the de- 
signer and dreaming it all up in 
the model box; that's great fun. 
The reality is that it’s rare that 
anything happens in an opera 
rehearsal room. I don’t find that 
very interesting, therefore I 
don't think I do it terribly well." 


In fact, he's equivocal about 
the whole business, especially 
in Europe, where he has just di- 
rected Verdi's Macbeth. “The 
publicity, the front covers, the 
front pagc-ncss of it! One tends 
to think of it as a medium of 
sensuality rather than cc re- 
bra lity. Not in Germany. It’s 
alarming, daunting." 

He feels ambivalent loo 
about the popularisation of 
Pavarotti singing “Nessun dor- 
ma" et al but equally unhappy 
with opera's bourgeois cacheL 
“All the opening-night non- 
sense of hair-dos and jewels has 
filtered to the surface with the 
recent Covent Garden stuff, the 
notion of opera as a gentlemen's 
club. And there’s part of you 
that’s bolshy and thinks, T don't 
want to be some fucking liver- 
ied servant providing you with 
entertainment between your 
smoked salmon and whatever’." 

His decision to turn his back 
on opera is balanced by bis pas- 
sion for that most popular of 
Lheatre forms, the musical. His 
earliest experiences of theatre 
came from acting our the Holly- 
wood films of musicals like The 
King and I. Above and beyond 
the very direct emotional appeal 
of a musical's wav with a stoiy, 
he believes the thrill of direct- 
ing them is quite distinct “The 
people you work with, whether 
conductors or performers, are 
enormously expert They are vir- 
tuosi. But the real charm oF a 
musical is that to a certain de- 
gree, it is right or wrong in a way 
that a play or an opera isn’L This 
is to oversimplify, but it makes 
its point or it doesn't. You cry 
at that moment oryou don't you 
laugh oryou don't. It's not eas- 
ier, but there's a darity about the 
planning and the experience 
and an honesty and a vulgarity' 
which I can relate to. It's diffi- 
cult not to be hierarchical about 
one's achievements, but I am 
proud of the musicals. They are 
important and I don't have a 
problem saying so, and I slight- 
ly do with opera." 

PimloLt’s worldwide bit pro- 
duction otJoseph and His. Amaz- 
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat in 
1991 changed his life completely 
- his percentage means he need 
never work again - but it wasn't 
just financial More surprising- 
ly, the show’s precision, control 
and theatricality led Phyllis 
Nagy to offer him her coolly po- 
etic play Butterfly Kiss. In the first 
volume of her published plays, 
she describes it as her favourite 
production experience. He fol- 



1 Everybody else’s rehearsal room is as secret as their sex life,' says Steven Pimlott. 'Even more so in a lot of cases 1 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


lowed this exemplary, magnet- 
ic piece of direction with Nagy’s 
thrill ingly ambitious The Strip 
and is about to open her latest. 
Never Land, at the Royal Court. 

Tactfully refusing to name 
names, he alludes to Liter-writ- 
ers who leave the actors to 
flesh out texts w hich often have 
little to recommend them but 
their dialogue. "With Phyllis, the 
challenge for the actors is to gn 
towards these people. Her plays 
are like classical texts. Every- 
thing is there in the material. 1 
never know with her how much 
is sheer instinct and how much 
is head-work, but there’s a fan- 
tastic sense of structure and play- 
ing with tradition. Neve r Land 


is a three-aci play, and a classi- 
cal one at that, ft unveils itself 
and the strands, the music of it. . . 
Musical metaphors really apply 
in her work - it is as if there are 
leitmotifs and rhythms. You 
have li * hear her plays.” 

On a literal level. Never 
Land is sl.ullingly topical a pas- 
sionate story about Europe 
and a French family who. 
against all the odds, yearn to be- 
come English. But henealh the 
dramatic struggle between per- 
sonal choice and destiny. Pim- 
lott discerns more. “1 have 
found myself saying to the ac- 
tors. ‘This speech is a bit like 
Bach', and Phyllis has turned 
round and said. ‘I was listening 


to Bach when I wrote that.' Or 

1 described the end of the first 
act as being like the end of Act 

2 of Figaro. She said she was lis- 
tening to that loo. It’s like the 
Twilight Zone." he laughs. 

He finds it hard, nevertheless, 
to discuss his own approach. 
"You never know how anybody 
else goes about it. Everybody 
vise's rehearsal room is as secret 
as their sex life. Even more than 
their sex life in a lot of cases..." 
He admits to being quite in- 
stinctive. responding to the 
moment- “In the old days, I plot- 
ted and planned. Whether it’s 
laziness in not doing home- 
work or just somehow trusting 
the acting I don't know, but now 


it seems to me that, before you 
can conduct the play, you have 
to have enabled the actors. 
They all have different ways of 
working, and youVe got to get 
them firing on all cylinders so 
that they are being creative and 
making it their own. Then you 
can begin conducting.” 

The conducting analogy 
points to the unifying theme in 
his ccuvre. He concedes that, 
even in the plays, “music is al- 
ways there for me”. It reveals 
him as less of a fox and more a 
somewhat unlikely hedgehog. 
Certainly it is what makes him 
such a fine director of Nagy's 
highly patterned plays. He 
loves the “arias" for the three 


main characters, the “duels" in 
terms of the language, ideas 
sometimes linked through as- 
sonance and connections of 
sound. He speaks eloquently 
about the darity of her vision. 

“Her voice is her own. It’s not 
someone harping on with only 
the voice of the author- that's 
boring - but beneath the de- 
lightful imaginative exploration 
of what it is like to be other hu- 
man beings, there is the partic- 
ular, idiosyncratic voice of the 
author. That’s worth listening to. 
and rare. She’s the real thing.” 
'Never Land' previews at the Roy- 
al Court at the Ambassadors. 
London IVCZ from tomorrow 
f booking: 0171-565 5000) 
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WIN Blade Runner 


- the 3D real-time action 
adventure game on PC CD-Rom 



Do not miss this opportunity to 
win Blade Runner, the first 
Real-Time 3D Advercure Game. 


The game features over 70 
meticulously detailed 3D 
characters that recreate and 
augment some of the original 
cast of the motion picture. 


The game also includes 
voiceovers and digital re- 
creations of the original Blade 
Runner cast. 


These characters set their own 
goals and agendas, plot and 
exchange information, thereby 
producing unpredictable actions 
each time the game is played - 
this creates extensive 
repteyabrlity. 


We have twenty Blade Runner 
PC CD-Roms to win, to enter 
this competition simply dial the 
number below, answer die 
following question on line and 
leave your name and full address: 


Q: Which actor played 
the lead in the movie 
Blade Runner? 


Call 0930 563406 
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Was it the Martini speaking or had her father really lived his own version of 'Schindler’s Lisf? 


As Shauna Ranter's 
father lay dying, he 
muttered something 
about helping Brecht’s 
family to escape. Years 
later, she found papers 
to suggest that this was 
more than just delirium. 
Now, she tells John Croce, 
she has turned her 
father’s story into a play. 


“( got Bertolt Brecht’s kids out. 
They're alive and thing in Cal- 
ifornia. They're doctors." As 
deathbed confessions go. this 
one takes some beating. But 
since her father was prescrib- 
ing himself large Martinis to go 
with the morphine provided by 
the doctors, Shauna Kanterjust 
thought he was delirious and 
responded with a quick, “How 
nice", or some such banality. 
There the conversation ended. 
Within a few minutes her fa- 
ther was rambling about some- 
thing else, and Ms Kanter 
thought no more about it. 

Until five years ago. that is, 
when Kanter. a Jewish New 
Yorker, was 40. She needed 
some props for a play she was 
producing, and began rum- 
maging through an old shoe- 
box into which she had shoved 
some of her father's belongings 
after he had died. Inside she 
found an old passport. Leafing 
through it. she was surprised to 
find that her father's name had 
been misspelt and that there 
was a visa for him to bring his 
wife and two children back into 
the US; as far as Kanter knew, 
her father’s first wife was an 
.American, so no visa would 
have been necessary: besides 


which, the couple had no chil- 
dren. To add to the confusion, 
his real wife, with the proper 
spelling, was listed under next 
of kin to be informed in case 
of death. 

Further inspection revealed 
a missing photograph and a page 
heavily stamped with swastikas, 
showing that her father had en- 
tered Germany in 1939 via the 
circuitous route of England, 
Italy. Hungary. Turkey, the 
USSR and Poland. Since her fa- 
ther was a committed Commu- 
nist, who had been imprisoned 
for his beliefs in the US some 
years earlier, it was highly un- 
likely he had visited Nazi Ger- 
many for u holiday. So. just what 
was he doing there? 

Vague memories returned of 
her father telling her a bedtime 
story about being asked to help 
some German Jews, and Kan- 
ter began to wonder whether 
there might not be something 
in her father's dying words af- 
ter all. It soon became dear thal 
he couldn’t have had anything 
to do with getting Brecht’s fam- 
ily out - they left Germany in 
the early Thirties - but a con- 
versation with one of her la- 
ther's oldest friends made her 
realise thal he must have helped 
to get someone out. “I found 
out thal my father sometimes 
referred to his ‘two Jdds in Cal- 
ifornia' [Ranter's family had al- 
ways lived on the East Coast] 
and that he had paid for two 
German kids to go through 
medical school” she says. And 
this intriguing mixture of facts, 
half- facts and sheer invention 
has become the subject of Ran- 
ter's latest play. Legacy. 

Ranter herself isn't the eas- 
iest of people to spend lime 
with. It’s not that she’s un- 



Leaming from the past: Therese Bradley and Max Hogden in rehearsal for ‘Legacy 1 


friendly - far from it - but her 
eyes tend to fix you and her 
body seems to radiate an in- 
tensity thal makes it difficult to 
relax in her company. In short, 
she's that most unfashionable 
of creatures, a political animal. 
These days, now that we’re in 
the happy-clappy New Labour 
era, no one is really expected 
to care too much about any- 
thing. But Kanter does care 
and, like her father before her, 
she doesn’t mind showing it 
She (rained as an actress in 
New York and scratched a liv- 
ing for 20 years before quilting 
a Broadway hit in mid-run 10 
years ago. “It was a shitty but 
very successful murder mys- 
tery," she confides. “But the 
management was so cheap 
that it couldn't be bothered to 
rehearse new people coming 
into the show, and 1 found my- 


self acting with strangers who 
had no idea where they’ were 
supposed to he on stage. So I 
gave two weeks’ notice and left 
to become a writer-director." 

Her first play. Passing 
Through, which premiered at’ 
the avant-garde New York 
theatre. La Mama, was about 
three Israeli and three Pales- 
tinian women and the possi- 
bilities of reconciliation: her 
second. The Homecoming Pro- 
ject, drew parallels between the 
Highland clearances and to- 
day's absentee Scottish land- 
lords. Not exactly easy viewing, 
then. And Legacy follows in the 
same tradition, interspersing a 
1940s narrative with modern- 
day stories of racism and op- 
pression as told by school- 
children; and if it seems to be 
a rather heavy-handed, not to 
sav self-consciouslv Brechtian 


method of getting the message 
across al times, one has to ad- 
mire the passion that drives it. 

Unlike many of us in the 
Nineties who tend to see Lbe 
Holocaust as a historical event. 
Kanter sees it as an ongoing ex- 
perience that has still lobe prop- 
erly understood. Which isn’t to 
say that she wasn't apprehensive 
about touring legacy in Ger- 
many last summer. “1 thought 
to myself: what right do I have 
to come and tell these people 
about their history?” she says. 
Yet she found there was a sur- 
prising willingness ;tmong young 
Germans to learn about the 
Holocaust “Instead of being 
told about it by their teachers, 
they were keen to hear about it 
from Jews.” she explains. 

And Ranter ftvind that, de- 
spite years of Holocaust edu- 
cation. many Germans still 


believed in a distorted truth: 
that it was only the rich Jews 
and the bad Jews who were 
sent away to the camps; that all 
the others left Germany of 
their own free wilL The denial 
was so complete that many 
Hanoverian children were 
completely unaware of a Jew- 
ish cemetery just five minutes' 
walk from their school. 

“Freedom from the past in- 
volves accepting the reality of 
what happened, and drawing a 
line under it.” says Kanter. 
“Young Germans want to be 
able to take a pride in how 
much things have changed, but 
they can't as long as their his- 
tory is kept so hazy." Yet she 
is no mere avenging angel out 
to rattle the Nazi skeleton in 
every German closet; she is as 
quick to point the finger at the 
Jews where necessary. “On our 
return, many English Jews sim- 
ply didn't want to hear that we 
had a good time in Germany. 
They can’t believe that the 
new generation has a chance to 
be differenL They sliU hang on 
to my father's old tenets of 
‘Don’t buy anything German; 
don t study the German lan- 
guage, and never spend yOur 
money in Germany’.*’ 

Nor should one be too qaidt 
to label Kanter as just a Jewish 
political writer. Which is exactly 
wliat I was about to do after an 
hour’s intense discussion of 
Jewish history. But as an after-: 
thought i asked: "What’s your 
next play going to be about” 
“Ooh, she said, with unfeigned 
rebel “Something light A mrrfr 

edy ” Preconceptions. Isn't that 

one of the themes of Legaqfc 


'Legacy': Cockpit Theatre. Loti- 
don (017J-4025081). To 7 Feb 
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They seek him here, they seek him there 




, . _ .. . r-- couture techniques and detail. His new collection set to hit the shops in February includes basket weave 

~ ^ “ Moore 


... but Antonio Berardi's not for 
sale. Tamsin Blanchard talked to the 
man some have described as a 
misogynist and plagiariser, 
who also happens to be the 
most sought-after designer 
of the new generation. 

He’s rumoured to have been in rnli-c wit], 
Donatella Versace. His name has been top 
of a whole host of design houses’ hit lists 
ail in search of a designer, from Givenchy, 
Balenciaga. Celine. Chloe and Lanvin in 
Paris to Iceberg. Cerruti. Etro and Sergio 
Rossi in Italy, not to mention the latest of- 
fer from TSE, the New York-based cash- 
mere company. Oh, and John Lewis 
approached him with a deal to design a cap- 
sule collection for the department store. He 
was even recently rung by the fashion trade 
paper Women 's Wear Daily to ask him if he 
had been approached by the House of 
Chanel before Karl Lagerfeld re-signed a 
contract for another five years. He's turned 
down more offers than you can count on 
two hands, not to mention the bungled 
British Fashion Awards tide of Lloyd’s Bank 
New Generation Designer for 1997. Antonio 
Berardi is a mere 26, less than four years 
out of Central Saint Martin’s, and a name 
to be reckoned with - invited to dinner with 


‘i think my clothes 
empower women. They 
don’t make them feel 
vulnerable, but powerful 
and sexy* 


Madonna, no less - although, he says, he 
is still finding his feet. 

The idea of taking on any old house, or 
a relatively new one for that matter, does 
not fill Berardi with ambition or excitement. 
He will happily design a collection - for a 
fee - and remain anonymous. But these 
days, whether he likes it or not, Mr Berardi 
is a commodity, a name synonymous with 
Cool Britannia that companies who lack 
their own credibility would give anything 
to buy into. No way, says the designer. The 
name, which he put in lights on the catwalk 
for his last show, is not for sale. Not for any 
amount. And to prove it, he also turned 
down a £20m manufacturing and licensing 
deal last year because the contract involved 
selling half his name. 

One of the few contracts Berardi has 
signed is to consult on a line for the Ital- 
ian leather manufacturer RufJo. The deal 
is for two seasons and he is producing a new 
leather line for both men and women for 
the company to be called RR, Ruffb Re- 
search. unveiled this March at the Milan 
Fashion Week. 

Despite the fact that he is still relative- 
ly inexperienced with his leather work, he 
has been bailed a master of the material 
by Harper’s Bazaar , and his cut-out leather 
suits have become a signature as wen as a 
best-seller. This spring, orders for his 
clothes have doubled from the world’s most 
exclusive stores and boutiques, including 
Barney’s in New York and A La Mode in 
London- For winter, the leather sold out 
within days of reaching the shops. “Those 
leather suits were so expensive," he admits, 
“yet there aren’t any left." Berardi must be 
doing something right, and he’s certainly 
learning quickly. 

Berardi believes a woman should look 
like a woman. He is Italian, after all; born 
and bred in Lincolnshire, but Italian in 
blood and culture. For Spring, the Anto- 
nio Berardi look is “sexy, flirtatious, fem- 
inine; clothes that women look good in. My 


philosophy is not about making a suit tor 
you to go to work in. It’s about making a 
woman look as sexy as possible, but with- 
in the constraints of reality.” It max be a 
fantasy, he says, but then so. too. is a woman 
going into Next to buy a velvet dress for a 
New Year's party. "I think ray clothes em- 
power women. They don 'I make them fed 
vulnerable but powerful and sexy. 1 was 
called a misogynist because I did short skins 
for s pring ." he says incredulously. But as 
long as there are women out there who want 


to wear his clothes - and there are. rang- 
ing from a thirty -something Harley Street 
doctor who saw a suit in Liberty and had 
it made to measure fora mere £1.21*1. it* 
Janet Jackson and Whitney Houston - Be- 
rardi is filling a gap in the marker. You pays 
vour money and you takes your choice. 

It has not all been roses fur Berardi * wr 
the past 12 months. As well as being labelleJ 
a misogynist by fashion editors on the AVn- 
York Times. The Times and The Guardian. 
he has been accused of plagiarising the work 


of his mentor . John Galliano. "Thai com- 
parison really annoys me.” lie says. “Yes. 
we lime similar sensibilities and have sim- 
ilar backgrounds arid upbringing. Lace and 
maer.ime are part of both our heritages. But 
n»> vision is totally different to John s. I m 
a romantic but I’m a realist too.” 

Like Galliano, and indeed the majority 
of oilier designers. Berardi trawls vintage 
cl* idling shops in search of inspiration. 
Riil her ih;tn looking for dresses to repro- 
duce. he lakes details and techniques from 


old clothes like the basket weave ribbon work 
made into a ruffled and pleated sun dress 
for summer. Undoubtedly, the two design- 
ers share a streak of perfection and a pas- 
sion for tine detail. And without Galliano's 
struggle and string of bankruptcies in Lon- 
don during the Eighties and his subsequent 
move to Paris and most recent elevation to 
high priest of French couture, Berardi ac- 
knowledges that he would not be in the po- 
sition he is in today. Galliano paved the way 
for .Alexander McQueen and between them 


they have finally achieved recognition and 
acclaim for British designers. 

Berardi is. however, still sceptical about 
the future of the British fashion industry. 
“How many times did John go bankrupt and 
no one cared? It took a French company 
to rescue him. It's sickening that there is 
still no one here willing to invest in British 
fashion. In Italy and France the government 
is proud of their fashion industries. If only 
the government realised it is a large industry 
and invested in it, we wouldn't need to think 
about ‘defecting’ to show abroad.’’ 

Along with every other big name in 
British fashion, from Paul Smith and Vivi- 
enne Westwood to Dements Ribeiro and 
Hussein Ch a lay an, Antonio Berardi's col- 
lections are manufactured {and financed! 
in Italy. The great underlying problem with 
the industry here is that there really isn’t 
one in the sense of a manufacturing base 
and infrastructure. It's all ideas without any- 
thing to back them up, like having a car in- 
dustry that comprised a few brilliant 
designers with only a few magic markers 
and no factories or raw materials. 

“We have nothing left here, just Savile 
Row. The mills and factories have all gone," 
he says. Although he owes everything to the 
an school system that thrives in this coun- 
try and the atmosphere that allows new tal- 
ent to grow creatively, he is pessimistic 
about the future of London Fashion Week. 


‘It’s sickening that there 
is no one here willing to 
invest in British fashion - 
we wouldn’t need to 
“defect” to show abroad’ 


Unless there is more back-up to the industry 
rather than just a handful of innovative de- 
signers and a lot of hype, he predicts it will 
never grow and will just be a spurt of cre- 
ative energy every 10 years: “There has to 
be a backlash against London. I don’t par- 
ticularly want to move, but in a few years’ 
tune, if the bottom drops out of London, 
I’d have no choice but to move to Milan." 
He spends every other week working there 
as it is. 

If an Italian backer had not financed Be- 
rardi in the winter of 1996, it would all have 
been over for the designer. He was paying 
£492 to have a jacket made in England, 
without the cost of fabric. He was selling 
the jackets to Liberty for less than it was 
costing him to make. Not surprisingly, he 
had debts of £20.000. It is the familiar 
lament of British designers. 

Fortunately for Berardi. the future 
looks rosy. He s till lives on the breadline, 
ploughing any money be makes into pay- 
ing bills and buying fabrics, and generally 
living beyond his means. But he also still 
has his name intact and he still has a dream. 
Which brings us back to Versace. As well 
as Valentino and Yves Saint Laurent, Be- 
rardi sees Versace as one of the few hous- 
es he would one day love to design for. That 
his chance to prove himself is imminent is. 
he says, pure rumour, hot air and fashion 
gossip. “Nothing happened with Versace,” 
he says simply. He met Donatella backstage 
after her first collection for the house since 
the death of her brother and she was com- 
plimentary about his work. Her elder 
brother Santo even posed for a photograph 
with the young designer. There was no job 
offer, but that is not to say Berardi has not 
fantasised abouL it. “I’d say don’t pay me 
for a season. Sometimes it's about proving 
you can do something. You could be real- 
ly clever with it ... winking medusas, vety 
tongue in cheek. Versace is very modern. 
It would be a celebration of Versace. I’ve 
had brilliant ideas ...” 


UPDATE 



Fashion rumour has it that Rupert 
Everett. Hollywood's favourite lux vie. 
has landed himself the role as Seventies 
disco designer Hulston in a biupic of his 

life. . . . 

The movie would boast a star-studded 

cast as did Halston s own life. He was the 
designer responsible for pulling Jackie 
Kennedy in pill bo* hats, as well as tor 
dressing many of the revellers al the in- 
famous club Studio 54. the subject x»t an- 
other forthcoming film. 

Among his most devoted fans was Li/a 
Minelli. who to this day will not pari with 
her Halsion designs. 

The designer died in 19*111 at the age 
0 f 57 after a life nf fashion fabulousness, 
throwing parties lor Bianca J agger and 




the resi of ihe “in” set of the Seventies. 

Perhaps he will be able to re-use that 
ab fab line from My fast Friend's Wedding: 
"Love the shoes, love the hat, lew the bag. 
Just love it.” 

The fashion world musical chairs contin- 
ue ,ls the haute couture shows in Baris loom 
al ihe end uf the monih. The latest posi- 
ti. m in be filled after months of specula- 
tion is the ji»b»*l chief designer at French 
luxury guilds house Celine. 

The label is certainly ripe for a revamp 
:mJ is pari nf the all-powerful conglom- 
erate that put John Galliano and Alexan- 
dei McQueen in their Baris hoi .scats at 
Dior and Givenchy. 

T his nine, ihe job goes to an Ameri- 
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can. Michael Kors, a designer who spe- 
cialises in easy-to-wear sportswear. 

Meanwhile, there was speculation that 
Chanel was up for grabs because Kaiser 
Karl was getting a wee bit bored with ran- 
sacking Coco Chanel's archives four 
times a year. The rumour mongers had 
Yohji Yamamoto and Helmut Lang both 
already ensconced at the house. But it 
wouldn't be Chanel without Karl and he 
has signed his contract until 2002. By then, 
he’ll be designing Chanel space suits, no 
doubt. 

Pucci, that old psychedelic favourite, is go- 
ing through something of a renaissance 
over in Florence. American designer 
Stephan Jaoson. who shows his own lux- 



ury evening wear in Milan, has been hired 
by the family firm to travel the Pucci uni- 
verse and revamp the label with a 50-piece 
collection of womenswear and a smaller 
offering for men to include loungewear, 
robes and ties. 

Bargain of the week; one full-length 
lilac, satin-backed crepe bias-cut evening 
dress by John Galliano spotted at Liber- 
ty's sale. TOtsfJ ,095. Sold yesterday to one 
eagle-eyed member of the Independent's 
fashion team for £99. OK, so it had a tear 
in the skirt, but with a reduction of almost 
£1,000, nothing that a bit of making do 
and mending can’t fix. 

Tamsm Blanchard 
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16/TAKING CONTROL 




Go on - think the unthinkable ... 



Lynne Wallis: '! had great fun, and my sexual confidence has returned’ Photograph: John Voos 


For some, the idea of a 
Lonely Hearts column is 
beyond the pale. But in 
the third part of our 
series on getting a grip on 
life, Lynne Watt's, thirty- 
something and far-too- 
single, discovers the 
secret of changing things 
for the better by changing 
the way you think 


It all began in August when 1 
threw a party for my 38th birth- 
day. All my old muckers turned 
up and we had a wonderful 
time. The wine flowed, every- 
one danced, and there was 
iaughter-a-plenty. But some- 
thing was amiss. What the 
bloody hell was wrong*. 1 Eure- 
ka-like, it hit me. There was no- 
one to flirt with. All my friends 
are single women, ex- 
boyfriends. couples, and gay 
men. There was no talent, 
trouser, totty. not a whiff of a 
Mr Scrumptious-o-Gorgeous 
in sight. Never mind Mr Right, 
the single women at the party 
wanted Mr Right Now. 

The inevitable question 
popped up: how on earth do you 
meet single men these days? 
Parties, work, through friends? 
When my women friends and I 
go out. we always make the fa- 
tal mistake of talking among 
ourselves all night, failing to 
scan the joint for eligible males. 
And although I work in an al- 
most exclusively male environ- 
ment. i wouldn't fancy any of 
the single ones roast, boiled or 
fried. Through friends? They're 
all married and desperate to fix 
Kevin the accountant up with 
someone. Where indeed. 

.And so it was that placing an 
advert in a lonehr hearts column 


struck me as a good idea. I'd 
browsed the ads a few times, 
who hasn't, but answering one 
always seemed so ... desperate. 
At least placing mv own ad 
would lend a bit more control. 
I left a telephone message de- 
scribing myself, what I'm into, 
looking for. etc. which gets ab- 
breviated into prim form. Any- 
one interested in finding out 
more about me could dial a 
code to hear my message. Af- 
terwards. I forgot all about iL 

Two weeks later I remem- 
bered to call in for messages. 1 
was stunned that 37 men hud 
called. Hooray, there are some 
men left who want to date an 
outgoing feminist? I frantically 
began scribbling details onto my 
pad and blow me down, some 
of them sounded OK. 

David, the first man I con- 
tacted. came over well on the 
phone: 39. divorced, a survey- 
or (ah well, not everyone lives 
their job) and he worked just 
round the comer from me. 

Whoopeeduo! We arranged 
to meet after work. On my wav 
to the tube, our meeting point, 
I felt like throwing up and run- 
ning away. I looked around 
nervously. How on earth do you 
spot a tall brown-haired man 
with a dark suit on in this 
crowd? A gorgeous man with 
good teeth in a dark blue 
woollen suit looked over, and I 
was just about to wander up and 
introduce myself when David 
turned up. a dejected looking 
soul with bad teeth, a habit of 
licking his lips and a lick in one 
eye. He looked seedy, like 
someone who might visit strip 
clubs. I had to think on my feel. 
"Lovely to meet you." I man- 
aged. “I’ve got the most awful 
migraine and almost called to 
cancel, so I’ve turned up just for 
a quick drink" 1 said, holding my 
head in a pained fashion. His 


wife had taken up with a 
younger man and was giving bel- 
ly dancing lessons from their 
front room in Ruislip after she 
picked up some tips on holiday 
in Tunisia. I stayed until 7.43. Ah 
well I did at least get some good 
advice on the structural prob- 
lems in my flat. 

1 made a mental note only 
to meet Tor lunch in future, al- 
though the others were almost 
consigned to the scrap heap af- 
ter my first miserable experi- 
ence. But having already 
managed to meet Philip (33. 
fashion photographer, tall, into 
This Life) for lunch the follow- 
ing day. I couldn't very well bot- 
tle out. Someone 1 share a a 
office with insisted I give him my 
mobile number, just in case my 
date turned out to be an axe 


for my phone and he was con- 
vinced i’d been ravaged. 

I started seeing Philip once 
or twice a week, but I couldn't 
bring myself to stop meeting the 
others. Philip said he hadn't 
banked on all this competi- 
tion. “At what pint do you de- 
cide. I'm not bothering to meet 
anyone else?" he asked, and I 
didn't know. I was growing 
more and more fond of Philip, 
hut my love life had been such 
a desert for so long. 1 had to 
meet some of the others, at least 
the ones I'd contacted. It was 
like seeing all the sweets in the 
shop window and only being 
able to taste one. 1 was certain 
Philip's attraction to me was be- 
ing enhanced by the competi- 
tion - even the modemesl of 
men like to chase a woman in 
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wielding maniac. If I wasn’t back 
by 3pm. Pete would phone. 
“God Lynne, you don't have to 
do this do you. Look at you. 
you're an attractive woman. I 
don't understand il Why would 
any decent Hoke need to use an 
advert?" I started practising 
my migraine technique. I didn't 
need to. 

Philip wasn’t someone I fan- 
cied initially but he grew on me. 
He was rugged, tall, clever and 
witty, and we got on. He'd nev- 
er used lonely hearts before, but 
the stigma is still such that 
most of the men I met said this. 
I got back from the tapas bar. 
glowing, and poor Pete was be- 
side himself. I'd been in a base- 
ment restaurant with no signal 
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demand. I continued my dating 
game but didn't tell him about 
it unless he asked. 

I met a legal hack I'd been 
to school with, and a broadcast 
journalist who was so nervous 
he kept disappearing to the 
men's loo to wash his perspir- 
ing face. When he declared his 
favourite columnist was 
Auberon Waugh. I realised ! 
could not date this man. I didn't 
have the heart to tell him face 
(o face, and when he plucked up 
the courage to ask for a second 
date. I said I'd love lo and had 
to put him off over the phone. 

Fitting in all these dales 
with my regular social lire was 
wearing me out. but I was gel- 
ling a buzz out of it. And then 
1 got my comeuppance. 1 was 
stood up. I'd arranged to meet 
Brian, another hack, bui I'd 1 eft 
my scrap of paper with his de- 


scription at home. Was he tall 
dark extrovert with glasses, or 
5ft 9in wine lover with a fair 
heard? i couldn't remember, so 
1 went home after work to get 
it. io find my flatmate sprawled 
out on the carpel with beer and 
curry. I was jealous. I was des- 
perate for a night in. 

1 told Brian I'd be in a light 
jacket with a small black ruck- 
sack on my hack, but the blast- 
ed thing broke on the bus so I 
slung it over my shoulder. Also, 
it was raining, and mackintosh- 
clad. my description was no 
longer accurate. After ail this ef- 
fort. the only bloke on his own 
at Covenl Garden had a face 
that, how can I put it. only a 
mother could love. Surely that 
couldn't be “tall, athletic. 
friends-ldl-me-Im attractive". 
Are they all blind, or what? I de- 
cided to leave when a hesuiled 
30 something who'd been 
knocking back electric >oup 
wandered over. Could this he 
Brian? The suit said “He'll nev- 
er turn up. Why don't you 
come out with me?" Give me a 
break. The lone man on the cor- 
ner was staring, but I left any- 
way. arriving home delighted to 
have a night free. “I've been 
stood up," I said. Not so. my 
flatmate informed me. Brian 
called from Covenl Garden at 
8.25. He must have had a gump- 
tion bypass. I didn't contact him. 

After that, there was Niek. 
a human rights lawyer who 
looked like one of Botticelli's 
angels, and Scan, an Irish jour- 
nalist i quite liked. I met Mal- 
colm again a few times hut 1 
only really wanted Philip. When 
Malcolm tried it) kiss me good- 
night one evening, he com- 
plained as I stood there rigidly. 
"God. vnu don't have to kiss me 
you know. You look like you're 
being tortured”, and I knew the 
game was up. I didn't fancy him. 

It looked like it was going to 
he me and Philip, hut I was 
scared because I was beginning 
lo feel he wasn't all he seemed. 


A self-confessed control freak, 
he had a lot of problems, in- 
cluding a troubled relationship 
in his past, and an ongoing cus- 
tody battle. His attitude to- 
wards women worried me, and 
he sounded so bitter. He said I 
was “prickly”. We drifted apart 
and made up. but it wasn't any 
good. I'd have a fab time with 
him and then noL hear from him 
for days. And then there were 
his depressions. “I'd run a mile 
from me if I were you," he said, 
so I did Fond of him though I 
was. he wasn't the stuff rela- 
tionships arc made of. I stopped 
returning his culls. 

Now. I'm single again, but I 
don’t regret having done the 
lonely hearts one biL There 
were 15 men I didn't even get 
round to phoning, but three 
months on seemed a bit late to 
contact them. Most of the time 
1 had great fun. and what it re- 
ally gave me has had some last- 
ing effect - the return of my 
sexual confidence. 1 feel now 1 
can walk over to a man I fan- 
cy. and talk and flirt, whereas 
before. I'd forgotten how. I 
also feel a lot wiser about spot- 
ting Philip-typcs, the emotion- 
al retards who can’t get beyond 
the two month “isn’i-lhis -ex- 
citing" bit, and the needy Alfies 
of this world. 

Paula Yates once said the way 
lo gel a man via lonely hearts if 
to write "Naughty girl likes 
blow jobs and spanking". I got 
37 replies by just being myself 
1 might do it again this year. 

Six of my friends are using 
lonely hearts now. and one is 
hopelessly in love. I certainly 
don’t feel either sad or desper- 
ate about having used a column, 
and I think slow*ly the stigma is 
disappearing. It cuts out all the 
lime wasting, like fancying 
someone who is married or 
otherwise unavailable. And af- 
ter all, it’s only lunch. If you 
don't like the starter, you don't 
have lo stick around for the main 


course. 


Turning things around 


During a crisis-- domestic row, 
depression or serious work 
overload -there seems do way 
out “I will never make this 
person understand ... I’m a 
failure ... This deadline is im- 
possible.** This is because 
anger or panic stop us think- 
ing straighL Our minds only 
have so much working mem- 
ory and messages from the 
emotional brain swamp the ra- 
tional planning pan. To get 
bade in control you need a few 
minutes* calm. Then start lo 
make your emotions work 
for you instead of being at 
their mercy. The trick is to no- 
nce there are two things go- 
ing on - strong emotions and 
some pretty negative 
thoughts. In a row concentrate 
on the emotions, when you arc 
depressed focus on the 
thoughts. Here’s how to do iu 


Make relationships work 


Howto have a pointless row; 

1 Your partner really annoys 
you by telling totally inap- 
propriate stories at dinner. 

2 Once alone you explode: 
“You become such a ridicu- 
lous show off after a few 
drinks” 

3 Your partner defends :"At 
least I’m amusing, the guy 
next to you kicked like he was 
watching paint dry." And it 
ail goes downhill from there, 
as you move onto old 
favourites like previous girl- 
friends, mother, the washing 


come out of this state. 
Change the way yon feel 
The link between thoughts 
and feelings works the other 
way too. To reverse the 
process, notice when you 
start spiralling down. Eto this 
by keeping a negative diaiy. 
For a few days, just practice 
noticing your negative feel- 
ings and then summarise the 
thoughts that go with them - 
“Worried ... I don’t think I 
can handle this. Finicking ... 
I’m going to bolls this up." 
A counsel for the defence: 
Once you can spot a spiral 
forming, you are halfway 
there. 

1 Begin a positive diaiy and 
start to challenge your critic. 
“There fc a lot of pressure, 
but I'd be bored stiff without 

it It*s no tougher than the 

project that went brilliantly 
last year.” 

2 Notice how words like - 
“ought, must, have to" fuel 

resentment and limit your op- 
tions. Extremist words like 
“always, never” are easy to 
counter, they are invariably 
unfair . 

You are not looking, for a 
right way a seeing things - 
there isn’t one - or one that 
is totally unrealistic- “I'm the 
best" - just one that makes 
you feel better and gives you 
more possibilities. 


up. 

Row with a purpose: 

1 Starting point is the same 

- something annoys you. 

2 Here's the big difference. 
Don't atlack/criticisc/blame, 
instead say how it made you 
feel - “I fell really embar- 
rassed and sOly when you told 
that story". This leaves no 
room for argument - you are 
the authority on your feelings 

- and it’s more likely to trig- 
ger some apology than an at- 
tack. 

3 So instead of getting 
bogged down in mutual slag- 
ging off. you can now move 
from your feelings to what 
you want to happen - certain 
topics off-limits, more signs 
of affection. 

Now you are negotiating. 
Sometimes it's easy - “I 
didn’t realise you got so anx- 
ious when T m late, next time 
I’ll phone." Often a bit of or- 
dinary give -and- take does 
the trick - “I’ll come to your 
mum's if you’ll come toadub 
next week.” If you arc getting 
stuck, try reversing roles. 
That can be an eye-opener. 


Manage your time 

You never have enough time, 
right? You could have 50 
per cent more just by organ- 
ising yourself more effec- 
tively 

• What are trying to achieve? 
The key is to set out your 
goals. First in broad terms - 
write a book, move house, set 
up a new business - then 
break them down into short, 
mid and long term targets 
•Be dear about what you 
want to achieve each day. As 
well as attending to immedi- 
ate tasks, always lit in some 
linked lo the longer term. 
Make time for leisure. 
•Handle interruptions. Set 
aside a time for phone calls. 
Limit visitors’ rimes. 

• Arrange your working en- 
vironment so you know 
where everything is. Make the 
most of dead time. 

• Know your abilities: set re- 
alistic deadlines. Leant to 


Look on the bright side 


It's been a bad day - project 
fell through, you lost a sale. 
As you brood on it you start 
beating yourself up - “I 
should haw checked ... I al- 
ways get panicked at the last 
minute." And the more you 
parade your failings, the 
worse you fed. Soon you 
are sliding down a negative 
spiral. Punishing thoughts 
make you feel worse, and the 
worse you feel the more your 
internal critic twists the knife. 
Nothing positive is going to 


say no. 

•Don’t leave tasks unfin- 
ished, procrastinating makes 
for added stress. If a job is too 
big. break il into more man- 
ageable parts. Be proactive, 
deal with problems quickly. 
Check that there isn't any- 
thing that regularly wastes 
your time. 

Jerome Bume 


Tomorrow: 
Family life v 
working life - 
and how one 
woman coped 
with an 

alcoholic nanny 


BELOVED AND BON K 

Diary of a divorce 



I have just come back from doing the 
most extravagant thing I have ever 
done. More extravagant ihnn buying two 
lots of smoked salmon in one go. or 
spending £75 on a pair of high heels that 
go with only one frock. 1 have been for 
a week in Tobago with Very Nice Chap, 
on the strength of having got a new job, 
and to launch us. post -divorce, into The 
Rest of our Lives. 

The romantic Life Launch didn't get 
off to a great start, because going to 
lovely tropical places means starling out 
from their diametric opposites in south- 
east England: more specifically, a “night 


before flight" B&B at the end of the run- 
way. I'd imagined VNC arriving at the 
hotel to find me draped seductively in 
some sort of pearly-pink Jacuzzi glow, 
with a tray of room service culinary de- 
lights on the pillow. (Sometimes my abil- 
ity Lo believe in the improbable really 
worries me.) In reality. I had to blag a 
set of fairy lights off reception so that 
the lo-cncrgy strip lighting in our dismal 
tilde cell didn't make VNC run for the 
bus and the Adelaide Blonde. And the 
only fond available was sandwiches 
from a bar that Alan Partridge could call 
a spiritual home, where the staff were 
behaving as if the arrival of 100 advanced 
booked guests was a total surprise. 

The greatest danger I saw in this all- 
loo-tvpical tale of British catering woe 
was that I should reveal my dreadful fas- 
cist personality trails to VNC He, being 
a totally balanced and internally peace- 
ful individual, was unfazed by brown 
swirly carpets and cooking margarine in 
the sarnies. I, being a neurotic perfec- 
tionist, was ready to kill all the hotel staff 
with my bare bands. Luckily VNC per- 
suaded me into a more sympathetic view, 
and wc got to bed under the fairy-iighi 
glow without my having dragged the 
waiter across the table by his lapels. 

Things didn’t improve the next day. 
when wc got to the cheek-in desk: our 
flight was overbooked, and for haif-an- 
hour we stood around as people frowned 
and tutted over computer screens. 


“Did we fancy going anywhere else?" 
the jolly airline official behind the desk 
quipped. I don’t have a sense of humouT 
under stress, so for a while I was in dan- 
ger again of showing VNC what a truly 
ghastly individual I am. I went to the loo 
to avoid blowing an emotional blood ves- 
sel in a public place and by the time I 
came back all the frowns were gone and 
VNC was holding our boarding passes 

like a trophy. 

All the same. I began to feel that our 
whole week was ill-fated: the plane would 
crash, or be hijacked lo Moscow, where 
we’d die of hypothermia on the runway. 
Tobago would suffer the worst hurricane 
since Crusoe, or our hotel would be 
knec-decp in cockroaches and cholera. 

1 can t really tell you too much about 
how wrong 1 was. because in the middle 
of the first full week of a British January 
you’ll just get jealous and nasty. We 
didn't crash, get hijacked or suffer hur- 
ricanes or cockroaches. But nor did we 
do replays of From Here to Eternity on 
the beach, or snog endlessly under the 
palm trees. Wc had a very busy week be- 
ing a matching pair of little anoraks and 
pootling about the island naming things: 
plants in the rainforest, fishes on the- reef. 
We drove through little villages teeter- 
ing and cantilevered on to impossibly 
steep hillsides, where trees bloomed 
orange against the green of other wildly 
flourishing vegetation. All the people 
smiled, and all the doits were 


cute and wagged their tails. 

And it feh marvellously fresh, because 
although I've been to lots of other 
tropical places. I've never been with 
Beloved. So everything about this glor- 
ious extravaganza could be tied to VNC, 
to the future and not the past. 

1 revelled in the New Year and all it 
could be. whilst dancing with embar- 
rassing abandon until very nearly dawn 
on 1 January. It all filled me with hope 
and the milk of human kindness. I came 
home feeling that I could make every- 
thing all right for everyone: I'd mould 
the kids, me and VNC into a family, 
make friends with Beloved and his 
Bonk and grow vegetables and sweet 
peas for everybody. 

That lasted about as long as the fan- 
tasy about Hotel Runway. We came 
home to a house with no light or heat, 
in the hurricane that Crusoe sent from 
the Caribbean. There was a series of bio- 
logy experiments in the fridge, and the 
picnic table was upside-down in the 
P 011 ^. The kids showed their desire for 
family life by jumping ship to a friend’s 
house immediately. Beloved, it seemed, 
wanted me publicly flogged. 

Only VNC stayed steady in the face 
of my fragile dreams. He lit a fire, and 
held my hand when I cried a bit as the 
past seeped back in. Then we planned 
our next escape to tropical heaven. 


Stevie Morgan 
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Sonny Bono 


Salvatore Phillip Bono (Sonny 
Bono), singer, songwriter and 
politician: bom Detroit, 
Michigan 12 February 1935; 
three times married (two 
sons, two daughters); died 
Lake Tahoe, California 5 
January 1997. 


Although Sonny Bono became 
, u well-known Republican politi- 
cian in the 1980s, he is best re- 
membered as part of the hippie 
duo that he formed with his wife 
Cher and for their transatlantic 
1%5 chan-topper “I Got You 
Babe”. 

Sonny Bono's story is typi- 
cal of the American dream - be 
was bom Salvatore Bono in 
1935 into a poor family of Si- 
cilian immigrants in Detroit. 
The family moved to Ingle- 
wood. California, when he was 
seven and from an early age he 
set his sights on the 0m and mu- 
sic industry in Hollyw ood. He 
wrote his first song. “Ko Ko Jo”, 
while working at a grocery 
store; its title came from a 
brand of cookies and it was sub- 
. sequtfiiciy recorded by the 
Righteous Brothers. 

In 1957 he began working for 
the independent record label 
Speciality, where part of his job 
was as chauffeur to Little 
Richard. Bono wrote two fren- 
zied rock'n’roll songs, “She 
Said Yeah”, which was later 
recorded by the Rolling Stones, 
and “You Bug Me Baby”. which 
was the B-side of Larry Wil- 
iams’s rock *n‘ roll classic “Bom' 
Moronic”. 

By the early Sixties, Bono 
was hiring musicians and pro- 
moting records for the leg- 
endary producer PhO Specter. 
Bono brought his girlfriend, 
Chcrihn Sarkisian LaPicrrc. 
known as Cher, to the sessions 
and they song backing vocals on 
“Da Doc Ron Ron”, “Be My 
Baby” and Spcctor's famed 


alburn^ Qmstmas Gift to You 
(1963). Cher said of Sonny. 
“He was kinda ugly and short 

and strange -looking, but there 

was something about him.” 

Sonny and Cher were mar- 
ried in 1963 - it was his second 
marriage - and, using their 
own money, released “Baby 
Don't Go", as Caesar and Cleo. 
It later became a Ibp Ten 
record in the wake of “1 Got 
You Babe". Sonny’s best song. 
“Needles and Pins”, written 
with Specter’s arranger. Jack 
Ntlzshc, became a No 1 for the 
the Searchers in 1964. 

Sonny and Cher’s manager 
hired out props for Hollywood 
productions, which prompted 
them to experiment with their 
own clothing. Spurred by the 
folk-rock boom. Sonny wrote “I 
Got You Babe”, which became 
a hit in 1965. and they played 
the part of loving, rebellious, 
teenage hippies. Sonny's first 
marriage and true age of 30 
were never mentioned. 

The tail Cber and short Son- 
ny stole the headlines wherev- 
er they went. When they came 
(o the UK later that year. Son- 
ny wore a fur jerkin, an over- 
sized shirt, and striped pants 
with Eskimo boots; at the time, 
the Beatles were still wearing 
suits. Sonny and Cher's UK 
publicist Larry Page, recalls, “l 
arranged for them to be thrown 
out of the Dorchester Hotel and 
they then pitched a wigwam on 
Hyde Park. It was excellent 
publicity." 

Their follow-up. “But You're 
Mine”, also made the Top 
liven tv and has arguably the 
worst B-side of all time, “Hel- 
lo”, in which Sonny and Cher do 
nothing but say hello to their 
fans. They' had another Top 
twenty hit with Gilbert B£~ 
ca ud’s “fir MaintenanT , now- 
called “What Now My Love", 
but the song's nuances were be- 
yond Sonny's vucalabOfty. they 



Lady Taylor 


Sonny and Cher: *He was kinda ugly and short; but thene was something about him,’ said Cher Phonograph: Popperhto 


recorded a best-selling album, 
Look At Us (1965) and nude a 
film. Good Times (1966). 

Sonny and Cher also had 
solo hits. Sonny produced 
Cher's hit records “All I Real- 
ly to Do” and “Bang Bang 
(My Baby Shot Me Down)”, the 
latter, written by Sonny, was also 
recorded by Frank Sinatra. On 
his own. Sonny recorded the ris- 
ible though successful “Laugh 
at Me”, while the resulting al- 
bum. Inner Voices, was rejected 
by even their staunchest fans. 

In 1966 Sonny and Cher re- 
turned to the top ten with “Lit- 
tle Man” but “The Beat Goes 
On”, which is now regarded as 
a classic Sixties single, only 
made No 29 in the UK. In 1968 
Sonny invested their money 


into an unwatcbable film, 
Chastity, also the name of their 
daughter. They lost the money, 
but Sonny tried to shield Cher 
from the disaster by buying her 
expensive presents with loans. 
By the time she finally discov- 
ered what was happening, their 
financial position was even 
more precarious. 

The couple reinvented 
themselves to suit the Los Ve- 
gas showrooms. Instead of lov- 
ing sweet talk, they had 
argumentative banter between 
songs, and the audiences loved 
iL CBS television gave them a 
primetime slot for The Sonny 
and Cher Comedy Hour (1971- 
74) and they returned to the 
charts - Cher with “Gypsies, 
Tramps and Thieves” and Son- 


ny and Cher with “All 1 Ever 
Need is Yon" and U A Cowboy’s 
Work is Never Done". Once 
again, they blew it by releasing 
dross, this time the two-part sin- 
gle, “Mama Was a Rock and 
Roil Singer - Papa Used to 
Write All her Songs". 

Sonny and Cher’s marriage 
split up in 1974 (Cher later had 
a much-publicised nine-day 
marriage with Gregg Allman), 
but they continued to work to- 
gether until 1977, the year that 
Smokie took “Needles and 
Pins” back into the Ibp Ttn. 

Sonny Bono took occasion- 
al acting roles, appearing in 
episodes of the television series 
fantasy Island and The Lave 
Boat , as well as the 1988 film 
Hairspray. He opened an Ital- 


ian restaurant in 1982 and, 
when his expansion plans were 
nixed, moved into politics. He 
was the mayor of Palm Springs 
from 1988 to 1992 and was 
elected to Congress in 1994. 

In 1985 “I Got You Babe” 
was a No 1 for Chrissie Hynde 
with UB40. In 1994, Cher, by 
then an Oscar- winning fQm 
star, made the charts via anew 
version with the cartoon char- 
acters Beavis and Butt-Head. 
The original Sixties version was 
a key song in the 1993 film 
Groundhog Day. 

Bono was a popular politi- 
cian — Newt Gingrich asked him 
losing “7 Got You Babe” in the 
Senate - and was planning to 
fight for re-election. 

~ Spencer Leigh 


David Morley 


Michael Frederick David 
Morley, racehorse trainer: 
barn Salisbury, Wiltsh i re 17 
September 1939; three times 
married (three sons, two 
daughters); died Garrowby, 
West Yorkshire 5 January 
1998. 


While not the most successful 
trainer at the Flat racing head- 
quarters of Newmarket. David 
Morley could well lay claim to 
being the most popular. 

Moricy’s career was one of 
highly respectable achievement 
rather than brilliant success, but 
he none the less made his mark, 
particularly in the later stages 
of his life. Having first taken out 
a trainer's licence in 1973. his 
three Group 1 winners all came 
in the last three rears. The 



Moricy: popular 

two-year-olds Fard and Hayil 
both won the Middle Park 
Stakes at Newmarket in 1994 
and 1997. for their owner Ham- 
dan al-Maktoum, who provid- 
ed Moricy with a considerable 


boost when sending horses to 
the yard in 1988. 

But without question Mor- 
ley 's most cherished win came 
with last year’s Group 1 Ascot 
Gold Cup when Ccleric, owned 
and bred by his brother-in-law 
Christopher Spence, was skil- 
fully produced by his jockey Pat 
Eddery to win one of Britain's 
best-known races with a late 
swoop. Celeric for much of his 
career had been regarded as a 
talented handicapper but one 
that was tricky to ride. Under 
Morley’s care he flourished rel- 
atively late in life to become a 
high-class stayer. 

Morley gained a reputation 
for caring greatly for the hors- 
es that he trained, so much so 
dial he became dismayed of 
training National Hunt horses 
because he could not bear the 


high rate of injuries they suf- 
fered. That led to Morley’s 
switching full-time to Flat 
horses in 1985. 

His Interest in racing had 
burgeoned with visits as a child 
to his grandfather Charles Gor- 
don's stud in Devon. After be- 
ing educated at Eton be served 
his National Service with the 
10th Hussars in Germany, 
where he actually trained hors- 
es to run under German Jock- 
ey Qub rules. Rejecting a job in 
the City, Morley spent nine ' 
years as assistant to Frank Qrn- 
dell before settingup on his own 
in 1973, when he built up a yard 
in Bury St Edmunds. 

Although he was primarily a 
jumps trainer at that point, 
Morley landed the first of 1 1 
Group races on the Flat when 
Calaba, ridden by Lester Plg- 


gott, who won seven races on 
the filly, was victorious in the 
1975 Cumberland Lodge Stakes 
at Ascot. 

Over jumps, some of Mor- 
ley’s best horses included two of 
the best four-year-old hurdlers 
of the 1975/76 season in \fal- 
mony and Havanus. Spanish 
■fin beat the popular course spe- 
cialist Tingle Creek on his Erst 
run for Morley in the Sandcrwn 
Handicap Pattern Chase, while 
the Yorkshire Chase winner 
Tragus beat another popular 
horse in Night Nurse in the 
Freshfields Holidays Chase, 
also at Sandown. Tragus went 
on to finish sixth to Gxittar in 
the 1981 Grand National, while 
another talented staying chas- 
er trained by Morley was 
Banlieu, who was placed in 
three successive runnings of 


the Hennessy Gold Cup at 
Newbury. 

Motley switched to New- 
market in 1985 and built up his 
own stables on Hamilton Road, 
named High Haven after the 
first winner he trained at Mar- 
ket Rasen in 1973. His ambition 
was to train a Classic winner 
from the yard; the closest be got 
was Bahai’s fourth place to 
Lammtana in the 1981 Derby. 

Morley had been troubled by 
a heart condition for a number 
of years, which his friends said 
he dealt with bravely and rarefy 
letting it affect his humorous 
outlook. He even saw the fun- 
ny side, eventually, of reports 
that he had actually died three 
years ago while staying in 
Dubai. His friends had been 
rung up for tributes. 

- Rkhard Griffiths 


May Doris Charity Clifford, 
prison administrator: bom 
Woking, Surrey 16 
September 1914; Governor, 
HM Prison Hod o way 1945*59; 
Assistant Director and 
Inspector of Prisons 
(Women) 1959-66; member, 
BBC General Advisory 
Council 1964-67; President, - 
Newfoundland end Labrador 
Social Welfare Council 1968- 
71; married 1939 Dr Stephen 
Taylor (created 1958 Baron 
Taylor, died 1988; two sons, 
one daughter); died 
Haywards Heath, West 
Sussex 4 January 1998. 


Charity Thylor was one of the 
most influential prison admin- 
istrators of the post-war years. 
She was a reformer with a firm 
touch and a prison governor 
who always remembered chat 
the prisoners were there to be 
helped back successfully into 
society. 

Al the time of her appoint- 
ment as the first woman gov- 
ernor of Holloway Prison, in 
1945, she said: “In many cases 
where wcanen have gone wrong 
and got as far as prison, the psy- 
chological approach may do a 
great deal of good. Hie thing is 
logjvescsne of these people the 
hope that they will become de- 
cent citizens again. Severe pun- 
ishment is not always the way 
to prevent an individual doing 
something wrong.” 

The daughter of a journal- 
ist, she was born Charily Clif- 
ford in Wbking In 1914. The 
family moved to Huntingdon 
and she was educated at Hunt- 
ingdon Grammar School before 
qualifying in medicine at the 
Royal Flee Hospital in London. 
She joined the Prison Com- 
mission in the Second World 
War because she thought that, 
as a doctor, she should help in 
anyway she could with the war 
effort. In 1942 she was ap- 
pointed as Assistant Medial 
Officer at Holloway Prison. 
She undertook this challenging 
new role for a woman as, up to 
then, all the medical officers in 
women's prisons were men. 
Later she was appointed as 
Medical Officer and in 1945, at 
the age of 30, she became the 
Governor of Holloway. 

While at Holloway she in- 
troduced major reforms to help 
the women prisoners build thdr 
self-esteem. She was concerned 
that they should leave the 
prison better equipped for the 
outside world than when they 
were sentenced. She introduced 
classes in both practical skills 
and academic subjects. She al- 
lowed the women prisoners to 
wear make-up for the first time. 
She allowed them to wear their 
own clothes. Perhaps most im- 
portant of an, she allowed them 
to keep their babies in prison 
with them after they were born 
in the prison hospital. 

Education in Holloway in 
the 1950s was a broad experi- 
ence. Classes covered subjects 
as varied as drama, typing, first 


aid and borne nursing, ark Eng- 
lish and literature, gardening, 
knitting and current affairs. 

Charity Thylor became a bit 
of a media star appearing in the 
papers with her children, and 
talking enthusiastically about 
combini n g a career and family 
as a successful working moth- 
er. She said that a married 
woman with children was able 
to govern Holloway with a bet- 
ter understanding of the pris- 
oners, since most of them were 
also mothers. In later years she 
rarefy talked about her rofe as 

Governor of Holloway since she 
felt, as a senior rivfl servant, that 
her responsibilities were to the 
State: she did not believe that 
memoirs were appropriate. 

The thirteenth of July 1955 
must have been a date that she 
never forgot. She hit the head- 
lines as Governor of Holloway 
when Ruth Ellis was hanged 
(the last woman to be hanged 
in Britain). She never revealed 
to anyone her reaction to this 
event, except that it was clear 
tha t she found it a terrible 
responsibility. 

In 1959 sbe was appointed as 
Assistant Director and Inspec- 
tor of Prisons for Women - the 
bead of the service. Much of her 
effort at this time went into 
training staff and she often lec- 
tured at the Prison Staff Thun- 
ing College at Wakefield. She 
rigorously visited women's pris- 
ons and Borstals throughout 
England and Wales and made 
sure that high standards were 
observed, together with a tough 
but caring regime. At this time 
she was also an enthusiastic 
member of the General 
Advisory Council of the BBC. 

In 1966 she retired and went 
to live in Canada with her bus- 



Taylor: ‘Give them hope’ 


band, the doctor and former 
government minister Lord Tay- 
lor, on his appointment as Pres- 
ident and Vice-Chancellor of 
the Memorial University of 
Newfoundland. While in New- 
foundland sbe was President of 
the Social Welfare Council. 
She returned to Britain in 
1973 when ber husband re- 
tired, and in recent years she 
faced the deterioration of her 
sight with typical fortitude. She 
was a tower of strength to her 
family, her sisters, her chil- 
dren, grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. 

- Danid Yates 


David Bairstow 


so 

David Leslie Bairstow, 
crickecerr bom Horton, West 
Yorkshire I September 1951; 
twice married (two sons, one 
daughter); died Martort-cum- 
Grafton, North Yorkshire 
5 January 1998. 


David Bairstow' was possibly a 
bom victim who spent must of 
his 46 years fighting to prove 
otherwise. He had to follow, in 
his chosen career as wicket- 
keeper batsman, three great 
players with England and York- 
shire m Alan Knott, Bob Tay- 
lor and Jimmy Binks, and for 
f^nuch of his 10-year service 
had to accept the comparisons. 

As a county captain, a dis- 
tinction he wore with enor- 
mous pride, he took over a 


Yorkshire dressing-room riven 
with the shot and shell of the 
Boycott years. One Champi- 
onship, even a one-day trophy, 
would have won the day for him 
but with a weakened team and 
at a time when Yorkshire still 
adhered fiercely to the birth 
qualification he could never 
quite muster sufficient strength 
at a vital time, although he 
came desperately close with a 
semi-final in 19S4, hist to 
Warwickshire by three runs. 

As a character he was ebul- 
lience personified. Once trying 
to find a phrase to describe his 
role I defined him as “York- 
shire's fire brigade” and that 
summed up his game. When 
"Bluey" (a nickname coined by 
John Hampshire after his blue 
eves and red hair) was at the 


crease there was always a sense 
of alarm, of bells ringing, the 
smell of smoke and danger. He 
played football - trials with 
Bradford City -and his life with 
much the same zest. 

He was 17, a stocky school- 
boy, when Yorkshire first called 
him to play against Glouces- 
tershire at his home ground al 
Park Avenue. To do so he had 
to take his A level examinations 
at Hanson Grammar at 6am, 
thus starting a career that, in 
cricketing terms, had much 
more sunshine than gloom. He 
may well have been Yorkshire's 
best but the title will be denied 
him because bis career and the 
advent of covered pitches co- 
incided and he was rarefy giv- 
en the chance to prove how 
good be could be when taking 


top-class spinners on a turning 
surface. 

Only David Hunter of his 
county predecessors has more 
first-dass victims. On onfy IS oc- 
casions has a Yorkshire wicket- 
keeper taken six or more victims 
in a match and Bairstow was pre- 
sent on sx; he is one of onfy six 
keepers in history to have tak- 
en 11 or more victims in a 
match and he is the onfy York- 
shire wicket-keeper to have 
passed 1,600 runs three times. 

He could hh and he could 
defend and his ability was worth 
far more than the four Test 
matches granted him. He went 
to the West Indies In 1981 os 
the first England choice but lost 
his place through injury. I had 
the good fortune to write a 
book with him in 19S4 and 


whatever dark cloud descend- 
ed upon him recently I shall 
treasure a few memories of a 
rumbustious sense of humour. 

Early in his 'forfcshire career 
he was told by the reigning war- 
lord Brian Sellers to get his 
Seven ties-style haircut Street- 
wise, “Bluey” thought Sellers 
would forgeL He didn’t and 
Babstow was ordered again, this 
time directed to a specific bar- 
ber *T came out looking like a 
ginger billiard ball” was his 
rueful comment. 

He delighted in run-chases. 
On one occasion when York- 
shire were so engaged One third- 
day afternoon things were going 
so well the wicket-keeper, bat- 
ting number seven, fell asleep in 
a deckchair and thus missed a 
rapid clatter of wickets and pew 



Bairstow: ‘Coom on, RUN* 


instructions from the captain: 
“W? can’t win now. Block it out.” 

Woken to take his turn, 
“Huey” went in swinging the bat, 
to the consternation of his part- 
ner, who thought he was saving 


the game. “Coom on, run. run, 
RUN,” yelled Bairstow while his 
partner, astonished, was shout- 
ing back, “Nay, wait on. wait on.” 
When be became the county cap- 
tain his leadership was remem- 
bered, as I wrote at the time, “as 
a series of uphill cavalry charges”. 

Bor England he blossomed 
under Mike B re alley's cap- 
taincy, delighting on one occa- 
sion in Australia when Brearley, 
for the last over, posted the 
wicket-keeper on the boundary 
in front of the sightscreen, in- 
furiating the crowd, who sus- 
pected some cunning Ponunie 
plot, Bairstow grinning hugely al 
die barrage of curses and insults. 

Then there was a famous oc- 
casion under floodlights at Syd- 
ney where die Australia fast 
bowlers had been running ram- 


pant and Bairstow was joined by 
Graham Stevenson, another 
fearsome hitter, for the pair to 
silence the Hill by hitting the 
bowling straight for sixes. 

He retired 18 years ago and 
appeared to be succeeding in 
business ventures and as a ra- 
dio commentator on cricket His 
first marriage, to Gail, whom he 
nicknamed “Stormy”, a word 
that described their later rela- 
tionship, ended in divorce but 
he remarried and when I last 
saw him, last summer, he was 
still the breezy, engaging com- 
panion I remembered. He had 
faults, but many virtues, too. 

He scored almost 14,000 
runs and hit 10 centuries, catch- 
ing 961 victims and stumping 
138. 

- Derek Hodgson 
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CAMBRAY: Roper Siabwlb, bus- 
band at the tale Helen, suddenly on 
New Year » Dav sririfei waDting on me 
Downs nbow fefcwbuiV- Roger «as 
deephr tow.il and will be greatly 
jnissciL A Memorial Sc nice win be 
held at Si Michael's Church, Bfcw- 
buiy. on Saturday 31 January at 12 
noon. 

MTT Geofirey Wfflkm. died peacefully 
4 January 195*. Enquiries to RC 
Grimstcad Ltd. telephone 017S3 
89120Q 

For BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & DEATHS, 

telephone 0tn-3*I MB# fcK«n-OT TOO. 


■ Forthcoming 
I marriages 

Dr R. W. Watt 

and Mrs M. H. WMnwright 

The engagement is announced be- 
tween Roger, c»dest son of Dr and 
Mrs J. Gordon Watt, at Burton 
Bradstock. Dorset, and Margaret, 
TOunger daughter of Mr and Mrs Ed- 
win Randles, of Famwurth. Bolton. 

Birthdays 

Mr Geoffrey BavWan. actor. 74; Dr 
Tun Black, chief executive, Marie 
Stupes International, Ml; Mr Alan 
Butcher, cricketer. 44; Miss Hazel 
Counsel!, circuit judge, 67; Mr Hun- 
ter Davies, author, bt Mr Tony El- 

Iton, chairman. Time Out Group, 31; 
Sir firter Graham QC- former First 
ftriiamcniaiy Counsel. b4; Mr Stu- 


art Harapson, chairman, John Lewis 
Partnership. 51; The Right Rev 
Chrbtopber Herbert, Bishop of St AI- 
bans.53; Mr tan La Frcnais. screed- 
writer and producer, til; Mr Malcolm 
MacDonald, footballer and manag- 
er, 4S; Miss Maureen MacGlushafl, 
former ambassador to (be Holy See. 
60; Mr Ross Norman, squash cham- 
pion, 39; The Vrscoum of Oxfuird, 
a Deputy Speaker, House of Lords. 
64; Sir John Page, former chairman. 
National Ports Conncil, S3; Ms An- 
gela Smith MP, 38; Air Commodore 
the Hon Sir Peter Vaaaeck, fonper 
Lord Mayor of London, 76; Miss 
Helen Worth, actress, 47; Mr Will 
Wyatt, chief executive, BBC Broad- 
casting. 56. 

Anniversaries 

Birchs Pope Gregory MIL 1912; 
James Harrington, political theorist. 


1611; Joseph Bonaparte. King of 
Naples, 1768; Edbard Miischeriich. 
chemist, 1794; Millard Fillmore. 
13 th US President, 1800; Sigismond 
Fortune Francois Thalberg, pianist 
and composer, 1812; Robert NicoIL 
poet. 1814; Heinrich von Stephan, 
politician and pioneer at the UPU, 
1831; Titus Charles Constantin, con- 
ductor. 1835; St Bernadette of Lour- 
des (Marie-Bo marde Soubirous), 
1844; Cur! Lacmmlc. film producer, 
founder of Universal Pictures, 1867; 
Felix-Edouard Jusun-Erailc Borel, 
mathematician, 1871; Cbaries-Hc m 
Peggy, poet and socialist 1873; 
Adolph Zukor, film magnate. 1873; 
Albert Afidt (Al) Bowlfy. singer, 
1899; Franus-Jcan Mared Poulenc, 
composer, 1899. Deaths Catherine 
of Aragon, first wile of Henry VHL 
1536; Nicholas Hdlyarde, first Eng- 
lish miniaturist painter. 1619; 
Francois dc Salignac de la Mochc- 


FfaeJon, priest and author. 1715; Al- 
lan Ramsay, poet, 1758; Daniel 
Nikolaus Chodawiedd, engraver and 
painter, 1801; Sir Thomas Lawrence, 
painter. 1830; John Hoakham Frere, 
author and poet, 1846; Thomas 
Waghom, traveller. 1850; Sophia 
Louisa Jex-Blake, physician and 
women’s rights champion. 1912; 
Henry Arthur Jones, playwright, 
1929; Nikola Tesla, inventor, 194% Sir 
Arthur Keith, anthropologist, 1955; 
John Berryman, poet, 1972; Alvar 
Udell, br o adca s ter, 1981; Dr Alfred 
Kastkr, physicist, 1984; Throw Wal- 
lace Howard, actor, 1988. On this 
days Glasgow Univcnoty was found- 
ed, 1450; Calais, held by the Engfoh, 
was recaptured by France. 1558; 
Galileo discovered the four satellites 
of Jupiter, 1610; Jean- Pierre Blan- 
chard, with Dr John Jeffries, crossed 
the Channel ty bafloon from England 
to France, 1785; the London General 


Omnibus Company started operat- { 
ing, 1857; the tint woman was elect- l 
cd as foreman of a jury m Britain, j 
1921; a picture-by-wire service was j 
established between Britain and j 
Germany, 1930; Princess Juliana of j 
the Netherlands married Prince j 
Bernhard al the Hague, 1937; (he j 
television serialisation of TheFonyu 1 
Saga began on BBCi, 1967. Today : 
is the Feast Day of St AJdric, St ; 
Canute Larad, St Lucian of Antioch , l 
SiRaymtuidofiVnafor^StRmsold, 1 

St Tfllo and St Valentine of Rhactia. j 

I 

Lectures } 

National Gallary: Jacqueline j 
Ansed, "Dress and Undress (i^from f 
canvas to doth. Costumes in the Na- 1 
tional Gallery”, lpm. j 

Victoria and Albert Museum: j 
Fhhntida Shah, “Muebal Art in the i 
Nehru Gallery”, 130pm. 1 


Royal Ascot 

The Royal Meeting will take place at 
Ascot on 16-19 June 1998. The list 
for applications to the Royal Enclo- 
sure is sow open. Applications 
should be addressed to Her Majesty’s 

Representative, The Ascot Office, St 
James's Palace, London SWia IBP. 

Only personal letters of appiica- 
tioo arc accepted. Existing Members 
should apply, as usual, before the end 
of April, giving dates of birth if aged 
between 16 and 29 years, Those wish- 
ing to apply for the first tunc should 
make an application before the end 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
Tb» Mm RqnA tak CO, the MettSi Ruy- 
d Thu t for Orrery vj*iu B rian! amS SoucA 
GkMttHBnUm Cwen Ckxuc. de tfasill Oa- 
K. Bricwk as Pr epifcm . the Prince* RoyJ 
HasiarCaKa.RenibkQiretiDeyRecMUee, 
the Qmfercanc KuB. ibe Coandl Mme, College 
Green, Bristol; wt n Ktnwmy Rribr, gjta i 


of March stating the full names of 
those members of their family who 
require vouchers, together with their 
dates of birth if between 16 and 29 
years. Sponsorship forms wQ] ibea be 
sent, which should be signed by a 
sponsor who has been present in the 
Royal Enclosure for a minimum of 
eight years. Overseas visitors should 
apply direct to their Embassies in 
London. 

In the Royal Enclosure, ladies 
sear formal day dress with hal which 
covers the crown of the head. Gen- 
tlemen wear morning dress with top 
hat or service dress. 


keen aai mnk a reanucui al ibr Royal 
Sodewo! Medicine. London WJ. 

Changing of the Guard 

The Hoaebok! Gnolr* Mianuct! R eg im ent 

rnunb the Queen's Ufc OiaiU al Hama Cauriv 
(Jam: IM Buulkm Wcfab OoaiJt omnia (he 
OncwhCnaAa BM tMag hn PMnee. 11 jowl 
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The ghastliness in Algeria grows daily e\ en 
ghastlier. The holy Islamic month of Ram- 
adan is just 10 days old. but. according to 
the government-controlled local press, ai 
least 700 - perhaps 1,000 - innocent civil- 
ians have already been slaughtered: burned, 
beheaded and disembowelled, as is the 
norm in this peculiarly sinister and horrible 
civD war between a military regime and an 
Islamic fundamentalist movement cheat- 
ed of certain electoral victory' in 1991 The 
revulsion and anguish arc universal, but 
nowhere more deeply felt than in Europe, 
linked by history and geography to the lands 
of North Africa, which buys 90 per cent of 
Algeria's oil and depends on Algeria for 
one-fifth of its supplies of natural gas. Even 
France, which hitherto has bent over back- 
wards not to offend the rulers of its former 
colony, has now criticised the government 
in Algiers and supports a German proposal 
for a European initiative to bring the blood- 
letting to an end. Something must be done, 
the world demands. The problem is, what? 

The answer would be easier were 


Algeria in terminal collapse, and requiring 
international intervention to prevent mass 
starvation. That has not happened yet. and 
on balance is unlikely to happen. The coun- 
try's rulers may be failing in the primary 
duty of u slate, to ensure the physical .safe- 
ty of those within i'ls borders. But unlike 
Bosnia or Somalia, where the UN inter- 
vened, Algeria remains n functioning Male. 

Sixty-five thousand. 75.UGG. maybe 100.000 
people (who knows? I may have died in the 
civil war. But it is solvent. Its economy is 
growing at -4 per cent, and the oil and gas 
fields that drive that growth are in the south 
and cast, massively protected and far from 
the main killing fields in die hinterland of 
the capital. Algiers, and the west of the 
country. Indeed, in words almost obscene 

with paradox, the IMF just nine months ago 
was praising Algeria's "exemplary*' ef- 
forts at (economic) reform. Ocarly we arc 
not dealing with a basket case, a "collapsed 
state" in the Somalian or Bosnian sense. 

Intervention, moreover, presupposes a 
reasonably clearly defined target Here 


again. Algeria fails the test. Yes. the pop- 
ulation must be belter protected - but from 
whom? This is a war of hideous complici- 
ties. Few can doubt the primary respons- 
ibility of the rebel fundamentalists: but the 
evidence is overwhelming that the secur- 
ity forces have connived at some massacres. 
Throw in ancient, rekindled tribal hatreds, 
and the picture is murkier still. People die 
by the hundred every week, but at precisely 
whose hand? Is the aim to eradicate the 
guerrilla movement, to strengthen the 
counter-insurgency capability of the mili- 
tary. or to endow .Algeria with a govern- 
ment that can reunite the country? Ultim- 
ately. only the Lhird will end the conflict. 

Set against this background, none of the 
possible remedies measures up. Some 
urge an international boycott of exports of 
Algeria's gas and oil to “punish" the gov- 
ernment for its documented human rights 
abuses against its citizens. But even if such 
sanctit ins were workable, the economic pain 
would fall largely upon ordinary citizens 
who have already suffered greatly. Gentler 


outside intervention carries separate risks. 
Arab countries, especially the two other 
Maghreb nations, would seem to be nat- 
ural candidates - except (hat few Arab gov- 
ernments want the slightest truck with 
Islamic fundamentalism. Europe, and in- 
deed the United Nations, have already seen 
offers of their sendees rebuffed more than 
once. To this week's criticism from Paris, 
the Algerian foreign ministry responded 
that the French authorities had no right to 
sermonise and make suggestions while 
Algeria itself was “acting to end the crisis". 
And so. once more, to the heart of the 
dilemma: the international community 
may plead and wring its hands -or rather, 
be accused of washing its hands. But how 
is it to intervene against the express wish- 
es of a viable country that lime and again 
since independence in 1962 has proved the 
prickliest and most uncompromising com- 
ponent of what was once known as the 
Third World? 

One faint glimmer of hope remains. No 
more than a doctor can prescribe a cure 


without knowing the nature ofhis patient's 
sickness, can the international community 
presume lo recommend solutions for 
Algeria unless it possesses the facts. At the 

very least, therefore, outside observers, be 
they from the United Nations, the Euro^ 
p ean Union or the Arab world, must be air 
lowed into the couutiy to gather; 
information on the ground. And now, ac- 
cording to the spokesman of the US State 
Department, geishas signalled to Wash- 
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abuses with UN emissaries. Perhaps noth- 
ing will come of ft. But, just possibly, the 
gesture will provide an opening for the fcet- 
gatherers; and upon their labours may be 
built a genuine third-party mediation. 
Every massacre makes a greater mockery 
of the riahns of the Alters government tq 
be on the brink of winning a dv3 war that 
has cost almost as many lives as Bosnia. 
Only negotiation will provide a lasting set-, 
tlemcnt. We can but pray that that reali- 
sation will dawn upon the combatants, 
sooner rather than later. 
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LETTERS 


Britain in Europe 


Sir Lord Howe and his col- 
leagues (letter. 5 January) as- 
sert that if Britain is not to be 
marginalised in Europe, this will 
depend “more than anything 
else" on safeguarding our right 
to enter a single currency “at 
any time". 

This is tantamount to join- 
ing a European Monetary 
Union on any terms and with- 
out any regard for the democ- 
ratic form of a unified Europe. 
If, as I strongly believe, Britain 
is to play her full part in a uni- 
fied Europe, the first step 
should be to replace the non- 
clected European Commis- 
sion's role with a European civil 
service folly under the control 
of a reformed and sovereign 
European Parliament- 

Membership of EMU (with 
its implied loss of control over 
UK interest rates and its central 
gold reserves and with increas- 
ing constraints on Budget poli- 
cy) is tantamount to passing over 
sovereignty to a non-elect ed 
European Commission in Brus- 
sels and a non-elected European 
Central Bank in Frankfort, be- 
fore the limited powers of the 
European Parliament have been 
strengthened. Is this the price 
Lord Howe and his colleagues 
wish to pay? Once again we are 
being asked to put the economic 
or financial cart before the po- 
litical horse. Economic and 
monetary union should be the 
last step in unifying Europe, not 
the first. 

WILLIAM M CLARKE 
London SEI0 


EUROPE FINALLY TAKES 
A STAMP OVER ALGERIA 



Role for the old 


Sir. Ken Jackson (“Welfare 
Reform? We really don’t have 
any choice”, 2 January) is right. 

Our long-standing link with 
the Muslim community of Gun- 1 
jur in The Gambia provides us 
with a cruel mirror in which to 
reflect on our own society. 

In their society Islam and the 
extended family are central to 
the social structure and the el- 
derly are treated with more re- 
spect the older they become. 

Our Gambian Mends are out- 
raged, morally and religiously. I 
when we take them to visit our 
local residential homes for the 
elderly and they see the walls 
lined with “redundant” people. 
“Why aren't they livii^ with their 
families and being allowed to 
continue to make a contribution 
to society?” they say. 

Rather than seeing the el- 
derly as a problem let us see 
them as a resource. Is there re- 
ally some biological change that 
takes place at 60? As a GP, I will 
guarantee that appropriate, val- 
ued, paid work by the elderly will 
reduce and certainly delay the 
level of sickness and dependency 
and thus cost to the state. 

Dr NICK MAURICE 
Marlborough Brandt Group 
Marlborough, Wiltshire 


Ottoman ‘freedom’ 


Sir: There is a deeper signifi- 
cance in the striking letter 
from Lord Howe, Chris Patten 
and others, namely how on 
earth WQliam Hague's Con- 
servative Party can now con- 
tinue to sit with the Christian 
Democrats of the European 
Peoples' Party (EPP) in the Eu- 
ropean Parliament, or present 
a serious platform at the next 
European elections. 

EPP member parties have 
never been particularly happy 
with their alliance with the 
Conservative Party, partly be- 
cause of liny Euro-scepticism 
hut mostly because of a per- 
ceived luck of Tory commitment 
to social solidarity. Third World 
development and corporate re- 
sponsibility. Chris Ellens track 
record as a liberal Tory, able 
Minister for Overseas Devel- 
opment and now. one assumes, 
the beneficiary of insights gar- 
nered from the entrepreneur- 
ial genius of “Greater China" 


puts him at the forefront of 
Britain’s “Christian Democra- 
tic” coalition, which is much 
more than a Tory affair. 

Such a coalition would be 
wealthier and more rooted 
than the SDP could have 
dreamt of in 1981. Under PR 
for Europe, or in referendum- 
like mayoral elections fought on 
local issues, it could do well. 
Given its existence no real 
Conservative voter or European 
Christian Democrat politician 
need ever bother with Hague’s 
“militant tendency" again. 
FRANCIS DAVIS 
Church Crookham. Hampshire 


Sir: Lord Howe and his co-sig- 
natories mention in glowing 
terms the main activities of the 
European Union. They also 
commend to us economic and 
monetary union. 

It is inconceivable that a let- 
ter of this sort could have been 
written by politicians of equiv- 
alent standing on the other ride 
of the Channel. Everywhere, at 
all times, and especially on an- 


niversaries such as this, conti- 
nental politicians lay great 
stress on the ideals of the EU's 
founders and the onward 
march of their own nation, to- 
gether with other member 
states, towards political union. 

Twenty-five years ago. 
Edward Heath dared not raise 
such an aim to the masthead of 
his accession venture. And to- 
day. Lord Howe and his friends 
have aLso exercised discretion 
on this point When addressing 
their own electorate, it is not 
prudent for British politicians 
- no matter how Europhile - to 
highlight the central aim of the 
EU. On the Continent, all 
those who support economic 
and monetary union openly 
declare that they do so because 
it will lead to closer political 
union. Britain cannot remain 
silent on this point and aspire 
to be at the heart of Europe. 
ANTHONY CLARK 
Berkhamstead, Hertfordshire 


ter on EMU will remember that 
the last election result was not 
a vote for EMU and its 
ramifications. 

It was a vole against a pa- 
trician Conservative regime 
grown insufferably arrogant, 
and contemptuous of the elec- 
torate. a regime well repre- 
sented among the signatories of 
the letter, the people who gave 
us ERM. 

M J KNIGHT 
Slough, Berkshire 


Bad debts 


countries would be pursued for 
repayment, in any case, the 
most highly indebted coun- 
tries (in terms of debt as a per- 
centage of GDP) - the ones in 
sub-Saharan Africa - owed 
other governments and the in- 
ternational financial institu- 
tions (such as the IMF), not the 
commercial banks. They still 
do. 

As soon as the world bank- 
ing system was safe, the IMF 
lost interest in the debt crisis. 
BILL LINTON 
London N13 


Sir 1 trust that Mr Hague, when 
he considers the “grandees” let- 


Sir It is not Diane Coyle who 
has forgotten that, during the 
Eighties, more than a half of 
the Third World's debts owed 
lo the commercial banks were 
written off as losses: it is Nigel 
Wilkins (letter. 2 January) who 
has forgotten that these write- 
offs were purely in the banks' 
books, in recognition of the fact 
that they probably were not go- 
ing to get the money back: they 
did not presage any diminution 
of the rigour with which debtor 


Classic car dilemma 


Sir The Government is to im- 
plement the European Com- 
mission proposal to ban the sale 
oflcadcd four-star petrol from 
2000. This will adversely’ affect 
all of as who have older or clas- 


sic cars. 

Most cars made before the 
1 090s will be unable to run on 
unleaded fuel. The lead addi- 
tive provides a protective coat- 
ing for exhaust valves and valve 


seals. Without it. heat and im- 
pact damage lo the cylinder 
head will eventually destroy 
an engine. 

As yet there are no ap- 
proved lead substitutes on the 
market. Existing engines may be 
adapted by fitting hardened 
valves, valve guides and valve 
scats - at a cost. A Rover B se- 
ries engine, as used in MGBs, 
will cost in excess of £400 to 
modify. 

Petrol stations will be able 
lo sell a limited amount of four- 
star petrol - 0.5 per cent of to- 
tal sales. Many petrol stations 
will find it uneconomical lo con- 
tinue to sell leaded foe! and 
those that do will be able to 
charge a “monopoly” price. 

Replacing an existing vehi- 
cle with a new one is more dam- 
aging to the environment than 
allowing it to continue lo run 
on leaded foci. Should this 
ban go ahead then we old/clas- 
sic motorists should be com- 
pensated. 

DAVID ROOTS 
Bath 


Nordic humour 


Sir: Miles Kington (30 De- 
cember) tells us that every 
New Year’s Eve in Germany 
they show the same film on tele- 
vision, Dinner for One, James. 

Wc do the same in Norway 
and in Sweden. To us Norwe- 
gians. it is not really Christmas 
until wc have watched Dinner 
for One, James every “Utile 
Christmas Etc", 23 December. 
The Swedes, like the Germans, 
show the film every New Year’s 
Eve at 1 0pm. 

There are no reasonable 
explanations for it. 

TERJE VALESTRAND 
Oslo. Nonvav 


The 1000 bug 


Sir Is anything known about how 
the previous millennium was 
celebrated? Did King Aelhelred 
II (968-1016) run into difficul- 
ties with his preparations, hence 
his nickname “the Unready”? 
JOHN C ANN ELL 
Bedford 


Sin Sinan Akinal (letter, 30 De- 
cember) asks us to remember the 
“degree of tolerance and reli- 
gious freedom that existed with- 
in the Ottoman Empire”, adding 
that “things ... started lo go 
wrong in the Balkans towards the 
end of the 19th century” 

He might care to reflect on 
the decree of Sultan Omar 11. 

In the period before 1878, this 
formed the basis of Ottoman 
rule, imposed in Bosnia over a 
mainly Orthodox Christian 
populace. The decree con- 
cerned “Christians and Jews” 
and imposed 23 restrictions, 
among which it was decreed 
that Christians and Jews: “Are t f 
not permitted to build their own Y 
cloisters and churches” (1); 
“Are forbidden to ride a horse 
with a saddle” (13): “Are for- 
bidden to have crosses or Bibles 
in public" (18): “Within a house 
may sing only softly” (20); “Are 
permitted lo pray softly when 
someone dies” (21). 

It would appear that in this 
region at least, any tolerance 
that existed was on the part of 
the Empire’s Christian and 
Jewish subjects. 

PETRUA HOLMES 
London SW? 


Camilla, Mo and Tiggy, yes - Dipsy, Winky and Laa Laa, no. Women in the news in ’97 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Yesterday 1 brought you the 
Top 10 boys’ names of 1997, as 
featured in headlines and news 
stories, and today I bring you 
the lop 10 girls' names tabu- 
lated from the same source. 

The top boys' name being 
Dodi, you will be hardly sur- 
prised to learn that the outright 
winner in the girls' section 
was Diana. This was always 
popular in previous years but 
had its appeal diluted because 
the name came in various 
forms - sometimes as Princess 
Diana, sometimes Di, very' 
often “poor Di”. I was always 
struck, too, by learning that in 
France she was known as 
“Lady Di", pronounced “Lah 
Dee Dee". 1 hope this was true. 
But last year for some reason 
the name always appeared in 


the basic form, "Diana”, and 
indeed it continued to appear 
so after her death. 

Yes. after her death. It was 
always said that a magazine 
with the name Diana on the 
front would cause sales to 
jump, but I had not expected 
this to be posthumous as well. 
Yet I noticed that the big 
“story” on the front of the 
Yule tide edition of Hello! mag- 
azine was this: “Our first 
Christmas without Diana”. 

Never mind that none of us 
bad ever spent Christmas with 
Diana, never mind that none 
of us had ever given her a mo- 
ment’s thought at Christmas, 
and that she had never gone on 
TV to give us a Christmas 
broadcast - here was a maga- 
zine that was prepared to bet 


that they could sell extra copies 
by bringing us news of 
someone no longer here. 
Brilliant. I wish I had thought 
of it. 

Some girls' names which 
were very popular last year 
have gone right down the pop- 
ularity ratings. Virginia, for 
instance, and Norma. There 
was a time when both of these 
were fluttering through the 
headlines almost daily, but 
now they have gone entirely, 
being replaced by a new set of 
political girls' names (see Mo 
and Harriet in the Top 10 list). 
Evita and Madonna both 
bobbed up and down in the 
tower twenties w ithout making 
a comeback, though Winnie did 
well to climb back into the Top 
10. Oddly enough, I think this 


is the first time wc have had 
two girls’ names in the Top 10 
which belong to murderers, ci- 
ther alleged, as in Winnie's 
case, or actual, as with Myra. 
Three, if you count Louise. 

The overall picture has 
been clouded by the arrival of 
the Spice Girls, a bunch of 
healthy-looking young persons 
whose persona] lalenLs were 
unclear, and the same might be 
said of the Telclubbies. No one 
individual stood out in either 
group, so their names must he 
judged as being equally popu- 
lar. and I have treated their 
names as co-equal. What made 
it even more difficult was that 
the Spice Girls elected to have 
second names such as Sporting 
Spice and Rough Spice and 
Mince Spice, and heaven 


knows what else, so I have de- 
cided lo ignore those 
altogether. 

Here wc go. then, with the 
Top 10 girls' names for 1997 as 
drawn from the headlines. Pre- 


vious year's position given in 
brackets. A roll of drums, 
please. Thank you. 


1. Diana (1) 

1 Louise (-) 

3. Camilla (4) 

4. Winnie (-) 

5. Harriet _..(-) 

6. Mo (■) 

7. Tiggy (9) 

8. Fergic (3) 

9. Myra (-) 

10. Emma. Victoria, Mel B, 
Mel C. Geri. etc 


The unusual presence in the 


list of the name Louise is al- 
most entirely due to a famous 
murder trial in America, just as 
the name Rosemary had had 
such a high profile the year be- 
fore for the same reason. It is 
interesting to note that every- 
one remembers the name of 
the (supposed) murderer but 
no one remembers the name of 
the victim. What was the name 
of the boy supposedly killed by 
Louise? Or the girl who was 
killed by OJ Simpson, or, ac- 
cording to another court, not 
killed by OJ Simpson? What, 
indeed? And that is why 1 ad- 
vise everyone who intends to be 
involved in a murder to be the 
perpetrator rather than the 
victim. 

Other girls' names which 
made a brave showing were 


Hilary, Chelsea, Paula, Bjork, 
Tamara, Amhea, Ulrika, Jen- 
nifer and Clarissa. Well done, 
whoever you are. Finally, I 
must record that I made a uni- 
lateral decision to exclude the 
Telctubbies’ names from this 
poll, not because their names 
are so unusual (for the- record, 
tbeir names are Dipsy, Tinky 
Winky, Laa Laa and Fo) but 
because I cannot make out 
which gender they are and 
therefore whether they are 
boys’ or girls’ names. My 
daughter informs me that one 
of them has a handbag and is 
referred to by the others- as 
- bim”. If this is so, I feel jus- 
tified in opening a third cate- 
gory called Sexless Names and 
they are welcome to win it any 
time they want. 
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The dawning of the age 
of the Anglo-Saxon 



HAMISH 

McRAE 

ON ECONOMIC 
EUPHORIA 


We Anglo-Saxons have our tails up at the 
moment, don't we? The strongest-per- 
fanning economies in the world have for sev- 
eral years been the US and the UK, but also 
Canada and Australia. The success story is 
reflected in currencies, for the US dollar is 
at its highest level since 1992 against the yen 
and sterling is back in its 1992 ERM range. 
Money is flooding into the dollar and ster- 
ling as "safe havens" in an otherwise un- 
certain world. By contrast the East Asian 
boom has collapsed, Japan is shuddering 
back towards recession and most of conti- 
nental Europe is struggling with double-digit 
unemployment and the social strains that 
result from that. 

Along with this superior economic per- 
formance has come a dominance of Anglo- 
Saxon economic ideology. A couple of years 
agp British think-tanks were praising “Asian 
values” and some British commentators 
were even lamenting the fact that our fi- 
nancial system was not more like the Ger- 
man or Japanese models. Now the smaller 
Asian economies are queuing up at the IMF 
for loans, Japan is about to imitate the City's 
Big Bang, taking il as a model for reform 
of its own financial system, and Germany 
and France arc busily privatising their 
telecommunications networks. 

Beware, my friends, beware. All the 
above is perfectly true and there is no rea- 
son why we should not enjoy our moment 
in the sun. But anyone who recalls what 
happened to the East Asian triumphalism 
of a year ago, or the German euphoria of 
1990, should pause and ponder. Could 
Anglo-Saxon triumphalism prove just as 
ephemeral? 

The answer comes in two parts; first, the 
underlying reasons for Anglo-Saxon supe- 
rior performance; and second, the extent to 
which these seem likely to persist in the first 
couple of decades of the next century. 

Plart of the superior performance un- 
doubtedly is cyclical. Both the US and the 
UK economies are running dose to full ca- 
pacity. whereas the continental European 
economies and Japan arc not. You can see 
this most dearly in the unemployment fig- 
ures. where the level in the US and UK is 
less than half that of Germany, France and 
Italy. You can also sec the signs of strain in 
the US balance of payments, moving into 
even deeper deficit; and though the UK 
payments are just in surplus, a move into 
deficit ibis year is widely expected. By 
contrast, in continental Europe only Ger- 
many is in current account defirit while 
Japan is producing an enormous and rising 
surplus. 

But not all this out-performance is cycli- 
cal. For a stan it may be easier to increase 
capacity in the new service economy than 
it was in the old manufacturing one. For ex- 
ample. il is very easy to produce more copies 
of computer software; it is much harder to 
build a new car factory. In any case much 


of the supposed excess capacity of some 
economies maybe unwanted. You certain- 
ly do not want new car factories; only yes- 
terday Alex Tin t man, head Of Ford in 
America, said that there was 40 per cent 
over-capacity worldwide in car production 
and some of the greatest over-capacity was 
in Europe. 

More importantly, the advantage that the 
US and UK seem to have achieved may be 
the result of structural changes that the rest 
of the world has yet to push through with 
the same vigour. These include acceptance 
of rapid downsizing oF manufacturing, the 
costs (for of course they exist) of a flexible 
job market and the fostering of a culture of 
entrepreneurship. W: wifi, of course, retain 
the advantage of the English language, enor- 
mously important in the media industries. 

To what extent will this dominance last? 
Obviously there will at some stage in the next 
five years be some cyclical reversal. Al some 
stage France and Germany are bound to 
grow Faster than the UK. even though they 
haven't since 1992. The switch in fortune 
may even come this year, though I suspect 
that it is more likely in 1999. 

In addition, we should be aware when we 
crow about the supposed advantages of the 
Anglo-Saxon system that features of it can 
quickly be adapted and applied elsewhere. 
The greater our intellectual victory in ex- 
porting: our ideas, the more we narrow any 
comparand advantage we may have secured. 
Finally, we need to be aware that while on 
the measures of growth and unemployment 
the US and UK may look good, on some oth- 
er measures (balance of payments in the US, 
general productivity in the UK) our per- 
formance remains relatively poor. 

Looking ahead, there are certainly some 
reasons to expect the US and the UK to car- 
ry on their robust performance for the next 
couple of decades. One has nothing to do 
with economic ideology or even economic 
competence: it has to do with demography. 
Taking the proportion of the population over 
the age of 65 as a yard-stick, the US becomes 
the youngest of the Group of Seven nations 
by 2020, while the UK is the second 
youngest; Japan is the oldest, followed by 
Germany. The whole developed world will 
have a struggle to support its growing army 
of elderly people, but it will be more man- 
ageable in the Anglo-Saxon economies 
than elsewhere. 

I think too that the lead that the US in 
particular has established in entertain- 
ment. communications and software - the 
great growth industries of the next two 
decades -will be very hard to pull back. Re- 
sult; the US will dominate these industries 
for a generation, maybe longer. Tbe UK will 
be modestly successful, but mainly as a sub- 
contractor to the US. We are lucky that we 
too speak English. 

So will the current Anglo-Saxon euphoria 
lost rather longer than its East Asian and 
German equivalents? I think it might, but 
it wOl become more muted. It certainly ought 
to become more muted. We should not un- 
derrate tbe ability of continental Europe and 
of Japan to learn from us, just as we have 
learnt and are still learning from them. Nor 
should we underestimate tbe weaknesses of 
the Anglo-Saxon system, the fact that mar- 
kets make mistakes, give wrong signals, get 
carried away with their own enthusiasms. 
And we should be aware that though the 
East Asian region wfil have a difficult two 
or three years of adjustment ahead of it, it 
does remain the most vibrant part of tbe 
world economy. Let's enjoy our present rel- 
ative success but let's also be aware that it 
will only continue if wc are cautious and 
modesL There is a lot of luck in economic 
success, and for once this luck bas come our 
way. We are siDl wholly capable of malting 
a mess of things: we have done that before. 



Construction of the Millermhim Dome proceeds apace, as do the disputes about its contents 
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True confessions of a social outcast 



ANDREW 
MARR 
COMES OUT 
FOR THE DOME 


It is time to come ooL Whether 
tbe cause is some buried 
trauma In my upbringing, or 
genetic, or simply a failure of 
judgement, 1 do not know. But 
there is nothing that can be 
done, except to admit iL I am 
a member of the most reviled 
and outcast minority on these 
islands, harried through the 
streets, silently pitied by 
generous-minded relatives and 
the object of sniggering derision 
at parties. 

Yes, all things considered, I 
am rather in favour of the 
Millennium Dome. 

There. Feeling better al- 
ready. Better out than in. 1 
should odd that I am not paid 
by the Government to say this, 
that Peter Mandelson has noth- 
ing on me, that I am seeking no 
official role, job or emolument, 
and am writing - it being 10am 
on a crisp, bright morning - in 
as near os I ever get to a state 
of cold sobriety. 

The Dome is so hated, by so 
many decent and intelligent 
people, and has accumulated so 
few friends and so many hard 
questions, that to be on its side 
puts me in a liny minority. 
Drug-pushers are more num- 
erous and popular than Dome 


enthusiasts. So are urban 
druids. So, probably, are drug- 
pushing druids. 

The Dome is so unpopular 
that it has become an all- 
purpose trump card for anyone 
criticising official folly. You 
are angry about tire Govern- 
ment's attitude to single par- 
ents? Well, why couldn't they 
use the money they're wasting 
on the Dome, instead? Tony 
Blair’s getting above himself? 
You bet Look at the Dome, a 
monument to hype. 

On it goes. Modern archi- 
tecture stinks? That spaceship 
Dome. Hate pollution? That 
plastic Dome. Britain's got 
delusions of world grandeur? 
That pompous Dome. White- 
hall is still too dosed a culture? 
That secretive Dome. The 
British aren't serious about 
high culture? That themeless 
theme-park Dome. Tbe south 
gets it all? Thai London Dome. 
We are a short-termist country? 
That temporary Dome. 

Even as its skeletal structure 
rises, with wires and cranes and 
earthmovers, it seems as 
though the Millennium Dome 
is becoming a kind of malign 
psychic magnet, attracting the 
whole nation's bile, discontent 
and suspicion of change to a 
smaE kink in tbe lewer Thames. 

That may count as a per- 
verse achievement in itself: just 
as the anti-BJairite conspiracy 
theorists in tbe Labour Party 
blame everything on Peter 
Mandelson, so the rest of the 
country blames everything on 
his Dome. Can it be long before 
WDliaro Hague and Ken Liv- 
ingstone are marching, arms 
linked, through Shadwell at 
the bead of a huge, snaking 
throng of ruralists and home- 
less teenagers, bellowing 
“dump the Dome"? 

And of course, the Dome 
could be a failure. It could be 
too difficult to get to for the mil- 
lions of expected visitors, or too 


expensive to lure them in the 
first place. It could feel banal 
It could look amateurish com- 
pared with the slick “are we all 
having fun now?" packaging of 
commercially-run theme parks. 
Lots of things could go wrong, 
ranging from the truly disas- 
trous to the frankly hilarious, to 
Peter Mandelson's Dome. 

Except, of course, that il isn’t 
Peter Mande Ison's Dome, or 
Richard Rogers's Dome, or 
lorry Blah's Dome. It is our 
Dome, paid for with our money 
as the centrepiece of our celeb- 
ration, of an event which, de- 
spite all the quirks of history 
and arguments about dating, is 
nevertheless a landmark in 
human time which won't come 
around again for a while. The 
Dome is going to happen. If 
you’d prefer, instead, a 
1,000-ft alabaster statue of 
Shelley, or a free CD -Rom for 
evety European chad, or the 
pedestriamsation of Whies, 
then I'm afraid it’s too late. 

Nor will the Dome cost a 
ridiculous amount of money; in- 
deed. it may make money. It 
hasn't twisted spending prior- 
ities overall. Had it not existed, 
tbe same Labour policies on 
welfare and education would 
have been implemented; there 
would have been no extra pot 
of gold. As it happens, the 
project has survived Michael 
HeseJtine's forlorn attempt to 
keep it private; and a change of 
government; and is running on 
time. 

The hostility may be huge. 
But, according to Simon Jenk- 
ins, the columnist who is also 
on the. Millennium Commis- 
sion, public derision was even 
worse before the Victorian 
Great Exhibition and the post- 
war Festival of Britain. In the 
former case only the energetic 
patronage of Prince Albert en- 
sured that the glorious Crystal 
Palace (a speedily built and 
impermanent structure, just 


like the D***) went up. In the 
case of the latter, a rain- 
drenched trade show which 
only later became a great sym- 
bol of post-war British revival 
virtually all the Cabinet was 
against it and the pres was even 
more aggressive than today's 
Dome-knockers. 

Today’s anti-Dome mood 
may reflect a contemporary 
lack of confidence in the abil- 
ity of pofiticians or the state to 
deliver anything impressive or 
interesting - a satire-saturated, 
post-Thatcher scepticism. We 
are not used to looking to 
grandeur or virion from our 
leaders. But such scepticism is 
itself traditional. The question 
now is: can the Dome do some- 
thing useful that our privatised 
infotainment culture can't? 

R#- the answer to be yes, the 
experience must make us think 
and argue in ways we wouldn't 
otherwise do. Success will be 
measured by its organisers by 
visitor numbers and the extent 
of worldwide media coverage; 
does it sell tickets? Docs it keep 
Britain on the map? But. for the 
rest of us, success will be harder 
and more interesting to cali- 
brate. It will be measured by 
what we said and thought dur- 
ing and after our experience of 
it. Did we cany away a 'certain 
mental energy and strong mem- 
ories, or not? 

So a lot bangs on the private 
plans drawn up by designers. 
The Dome should not be con- 
sensual bland or backward- 


looking. It needs to pose hard 
questions about human fut- 
ures, the choices and lifestyles 
ahead, the consequences of 
new technologies. Is the car cul- 
ture going to carry on growing, 
or shrivel away? What future is 
there for the countryside? 
What drugs will we take, and 
how will they change us? Will 
we explore space further, and 
why? Is there a limit to human 
longevity? WQI we cany on find- 
ing and using carbon fuels? For 
how long will sex and repro- 
duction continue to be linked? 

11 doesn’t need a state- 
sponsored show to ask ques- 
tions, of course. But the 
authority and reach of the 
state, even in these privatised 
years, is such that it can cause 
them to be asked and debated 
more widely and vigorously 
than any private company 
could. 

And that seems to me to be 
worth risking money and rep- 
utations to achieve. Political 
leadership cannot simply be all 
bread and no circuses; and if the 
circus is a provocative, inspir- 
ing one, so much the better. The 
Dome, in the end, will stand as 
an example of old-fashioned 
leadership, taking us into the 
2000s in a thoughtful well-in- 
formed and alert way. It has tbe 
potential to be the grandest and 
most enjoyable act of public 
education any of us have wit- 
nessed. Until and unless it fails 
to live up to that, we should all 
belt up and give it a chance*. 


Sonny, you should have been Jewish, you’d have had more sense 


EVEREST 




DAVID 

* Aaronovitch 

EN PISTE WITH 
THE SCHMUCKS 


The sad death on the ski slopes of 
Nevada of Sonny Bono on Monday 
brings the score so far this week to 
Trees 2, American Politicians (I. Like 
Democrat Michael Kennedy on New- 
Year's Eve. the former pop ringer, hus- 
band of Cher and current Republican 
congressman went into a tree at 
speed. It is rare indeed that our 
leafed friends get to revenge them- 
selves directly on human beings. 
Twice in six days, however, must be a 
record. 

While Kennedy died playing Amer- 
ican football on skis near Aspen, Col- 
orado, Bono met his maker alone, not 


far from a chairlift at the Heavenly Ski 
Resort, 55 miles south-west of Reno. 
Now, of course, he parts the powder 
in the real celestial thing. But on the 
mortal Web site of the earthly Heav- 
enly Resort, I discovered yesterday, 
one may still find the warning legend 
- posted before Sonny's death -“on 
most mountains, if nature stops you 
this abruptly, you've had a rendezvous 
with a tree”. 

It is not. Of course, that much of 
a surprise that both men were killed 
on the piste. Skiing consists of sliding 
down mountains at the greatest pos- 
sible velocity, while attempting to 
dodge the various impediments that 
nature and man have so thoughtless- 
ly strewn in the skier’s path. These may 
be as varied as children, ibexes, yaks, 
snowploughs, pylons, abysses, crevass- 
es and - for the short-sighted - vil- 
lages. And trees, which - with their 
soft leaves and hard trunks - still in- 
fest large patches of prime skiing 
slope. 

I only attempted downhill skiing 
once, when l was just info my teens. 

I went with a party of French school- 
children and con recall only three 
things. The first was how manly my 
profile was in blue fights. The second 
was the impossibility of mastering 
those elastic ski lift things that one had 
to catch hold of and then shove be- 
tween one’s legs. And the third, nat- 


urally, was hurtling downhill, out of 
control, while someone yelled “ chasse 
neige!” at me, at the top of his super- 
cilious Gallic voice. Eventually, as I 
neared an ibex (or perhaps it was a vil- 
lage), 1 solved the problem by simply 
sitting down and using my buttocks as 
a brake. Inelegant and painful, but ef- 
fective. 

Since then I have never been 
tempted in the slightest to lake up the 
sport once more. My idea of risky plea- 
sure begins and mete with the TWilight 
Tower of Terror at Mandelsonland 
(once Wilt Disney World) in Florida, 
in which you are given the impression 
of being in an elevator Ming 20 floors 
- while actually incurring slightly less 
risk of injury than you would had you 
stayed on the ground with a hot cof- 
fee and a bag of popcorn. Consider- 
ably less, depending on how hot the 
coffee was. 

Yet every New Year one returns to 
work to find a colleague or two with 
limbs m plaster, or swathed in ban- 
dages, because of what happened to 
them pendant-ski. Occasionally they 
never come back at all. Nice, sensible, 
intelligent comrades who cross the 
road with exaggerated care, who always 
maintain a proper distance between 
themselves and the pedestrian in 
front (lest someone stop suddenly), but 
whose instinct for avoiding danger is 
annulled by the prospect of compet- 


ing against a group of sybaritic mon- 
tagnands for the title of “the conqueror 
of la piste des mortes Up they go - 
and (whooosh!) down they come. 

Of course, for some of them, this 
simple business of careering down a 
glacier without any method of stop- 
ping, soon feels lame. They are, sif- 
ter all still alive and it is time to try 
something more radical. If you con- 
sult the magazines catering for those 
who engage in “extreme sports", you 
will discover heli-skiing, mountain 
boarding (this is without snow), and 
para-skiing. New sports include tree- 
diving (yet more opportunities for ar- 
boreal vengeance), zorbing - in which 
you are loaded into a lOft-high clear 
plastic ball and then rolled down a 
steep hill - and bladerunning, in- 
volving jumping out of helicopter on 
top of a mountain, and then skiing 
down al incredible speed. 

So why are some people so at- 
tracted to this kind of thing, and oth- 
ers - like me - so completely averse 
to it? Could religion or culture be play- 
ing a part here? It is very noticeable 
that those of us of Jewish origin are 
particularly uninterested in endan- 
gering ourselves for fun. Tt is a con- 
temporary Jewish joke that one of the 
shortest volumes to be found in any 
library & The Book of Jewish Adven- 
turers. Or, as Jackie Mason put it, 
“Jews do not want to be in the Rodeo, 


Gentiles love it. They love to sit on a 
horse that's gonna throw them off. 
They land up on the floor. They can’t 
walk. You gotta be a puts to do ft, but 
they love ft. That's their culture, stu- 
pid as it is. Ever see a Jew in a cow- 
boy bat looking at a horse? I never saw 
that. When a Jew wants to sit down, 
he knows a chair is perfect. He wants 
to take a chance, he chooses a rock- 
ing-chair." 

You don’t buy ft? Well, consider 
this. Sonny Bono’s real first name was 
Salvatore, and he came from a Sicil- 
ian American background, ie be was 
a Catholic. The Kennedys loo are a fa- 
mous Catholic family. As are the ill- 
fated Guinnesses. Catholics have a 
steady belief In their entitlement - giv- 
en some properly observed formalities 
- to the afterlife. There again, unlike 
the experience of the Jews, there Is lit- 
tle history of mass anti-Catholic 
pogroms (as apart from unpleasant bits | 
and pieces of discrimination), so 
Catholics might be said to have few 
natural predators. 

Think about it Oneof the most fa- 
mous Jewish athletes of all time was 
the American Mark Spitz, who won a 
dozen gold medals at chic Olympics for 
swimming. It is a veiy, very long time 
since a competitor in a swimming com- 
petition was drowned. Swi mmin g we 
like. Dying we can do without. Sonny 
Birnbaum would still be alive. 



Please Quote Refc JAN85! 


* Off Ibt prior. Minimum ordarvolua£725. Offer open only at H mo 
at quotation. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. 
Different discounts apply to conservotwiw. 

Everest, Everest House, FREEPOST, Cufflsy, Herts EN6 4YA. 


H E verest 

FIT THE BEST 





THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 7 JANUARY 1998 


20 


20/BUSINESS 


BUSINESS & CITY EDITOR. JEREMY WARNER 
NEWS DESK: 0171-293 263b FAX: 0171-293 20 c, 8 E-MAIL: I nw Business© In dependent.co.uk 

FINANCIAL JOURNAL OF THE YEAR 


Halewood secures 
baby Jaguar with 
£50m DTI grant 


The British motor 
industry received a huge 
boost yesterday as a 
£50m government grant 
secured production of 
the new baby Jaguar for 
the Ford Halewood plant 
on Merseyside while 
Toyota prepared to 
announce a multi-million 
pound expansion of its 
Deesside engine factory. 
But the good news was 
tempered by a warning 
of a further shake-out 
from the Ford chairman 
Alex Trotman, who said 
the world’s car-makers 
suffered 40 per cent 
excess capacity, 
most of it in Europe. 
MichoeJ Harrison in London 
and Gavin Green 
in Detroit report. 


Production of the new small ex- 
ecutive class Jaguar, codenamed 
the X400, will begin in 2001 and 
rise to 10 X 000 cars a year, 60 per 
cent of which will be sold in Eu- 
rope. The £400m investment will 
safeguard 5,000 of the 4,500 jobs 
on the Halewood site. The new 
model will compete bead on with 
the BMW 3-series, the Audi A4 
and the Mercedes C-class and. 
at current prices, will sell at just 
under £20.000. 

Halewood was one of three 
sites studied to build X400. The 
other two were Ford factories in 
Germany and America. An- 
nouncing the go-ahead for the 
X4Q0 at the Detroit Motor 
Show, Nick Scbeele. Jaguar's 
chairman, revealed that the in- 
vestment would probably have 
gone to the German factory in 


Cologne - the cheapest option 
- without the subsidy from the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry, Mr Scheele and certain 
Ford top executives, including 
the chairman Alex Trotman and 
the president of its automotive 
operations Jac Nasser and also 
favoured building the new 
Jaguar in England for traditional 
and emotional reasons. 

Only a year ago the Hale- 
wood plant was under threat of 
complete closure foDowing the 
decision not to buikl the new Es- 
cort on Merseyside. Confirma- 
tion that the plant had won the 
new Jaguar investment was 
greeted with jubOariotL Tony 
Woodley, national secretary of 
the T&G trade union and chief 
Ford negotiator, described the 
decision as great news for the 
British motor industry and 
Merseyside. “It means that one 
of the most famous brand names 
in British manufacturing mil 
continue to be built in its home 
country in large measure because 
of the work trade unions have 
put in to resolving this issue." 

Chris Clifford, regional di- 
rector of the North-west CBL, 
said the announcement was 
good news for Merseyside and 
the whole. “Any major invest- 
ment like this always has a good 
impact on the local economy, 
not only in terms of wealth cre- 
ation and increased spending 
power but also for suppliers." 

Eddie O'Hara, the Labour 
MP whose Knowsley South 
constituency includes the 35- 
year-old body and assembly 
plant, said: “Workers and man- 
agement at Halewood have 
made a tremendous effort to put 
the past behind them and make 
the plant cost effective and a 
plant, that in quality terms, 
could rival any other," he said. 

Ian McCartney, the trade 
and industry minister, S3id 


Jaguar's decision “shows that 
the UK remains the most com- 
petitive location for automotive 
manufacture in Europe". Ne- 
gotiations over the aid package 
are expected to be finalised 
within three weeks and then 
submitted to the European 
Commission for approval 
The go-ahead for the X40Q 
follows the decision last year to 
build a new medium-sized 
Jaguar, the X200 at the com- 
pany’s main Coventry site to 
compete with the BMW 5- 
series. Mr Scbeele said: “Jaguar 
will turn itself from a small car 
company into a major player on 
the international stage. By the 
time X400 comes on-stream we 
will be a four-model line com- 
pany with total production of be- 
tween 200-250,000 cars a year." 

Mr Nasser added: “When 
Ford bought Jaguar in 1989 
most people thought we paid 
too much and that we didn't 
look close enough at the soDed 
merchandise. Maybe we did pay 
too much at the time but I think 
history will view our purchase 
of Jaguar as a very wise move." 

But Alex Trotman, com- 
menting on world car industry’s 
excess of manufacturing plants, 
said: “There is particular over- 
capacity in Europe which is why 
profit margins are getting small- 
er and smaller." Ford, he said, 
had trimmed S3bn from its 
costs in 1997 and would make 
further reductions this year 
though not on the same level. 

Toyota's expansion in Dees- 
side is expected to involve in- 
vestment of £170m and will 
increase engine production from 
200,000 to 350,000 a year, 
enabling it to supply the new 
Starlet assembly plant being built 
in northern Fiance. The an- 
ncxmcanenl is expected on Friday 
to coincide with a visit to Japan 
by Prime Minister Tony Blair. 
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Car sales last year were the 
third best on record, reaching 
2.17 million, following a big- 
ger than expected surge in reg- 
istrations in December, 
figures released today wi]| 
show. 

The Society of Motor Man- 
ufacturers and Traders will an- 
nounce that 1997 sales were up 
by 7 percent on the 2.025 mil- 
lion recorded in 1996. 

Registrations in Decem- 
ber reached 84.000 cars, up 
from 78,141 recorded during 


the same month in 1996. ac- 
cording to industry sources. 

But despite the increase, 
the market remains below its 
peak of 2.3 million sales 
recorded in the boom year uf 
1989 and the 2.2 million in 
1«88. The SMMT figures will 
show thal imports grabbed a 
rising share of the market, ac- 
counting for more than 65 per 
cent of total sales. 

The Retail Motor Industry 
Federation (RMIF) said 
building society windfalls and 


booming consumer confi- 
dence had boosted the market, 
offsetting the rises in interest 
rales. But Christopher Mac- 
gowan, the RMlF's chief ex- 
ecutive. predicted sales would 
drop hack slightly to 2.15 mil- 
lion this year as optimism 
ebbed. “1998 will not be as 
strong as last year, but the in- 
dustry will remain remark- 
ably resilient," he said. 

Rover's market share, in- 
cluding Land Rover, is ex- 
pected to have fallen to less 


than 10 per cent for the first 
time since the formation of 
British Leyland in the 1960s. 
The group, owned by BMW, is 
likely to reveal sales of be- 
tween 214,000 and 215.000 
for 1997, down from 222,000 
in 1996, when Rover grabbed 
almost 11 per cent of the 
markeL 

The company will point to 
its decision to reduce its de- 
pendence on heavily dis- 
counted fleet sales to 
companies. Sales to private 


buyers improved last year, aqj 
counting for some 60 per cerrf 
of Rover’s total UK registra- 
tions. Five years ago Rover'S 
private sales were lessthan 5(1 
per cent - 

BMW yesterday said 
Rover’s worldwide sales last 
year had risen from 507,000 tq 
523,000, with rising demand 
from Italy, Japan and tbe'US: 

The German group said Hfc 
total global sales would show a 
rise of 4 percent, to 12 minion. 


. Chris Godsmark 
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IMF targets in doubt as Asian currencies suffer fresh slump 


STOCK MARKETS 


Tough targets set by the 
International Monetary 
Fund for the multi-billion 
dollar Asian rescue 
package were in growing 
jeopardy last night 
following a disappointing 
Indonesian budget. 
Stephen Vines watched 
from Hong Kong as 
Asian currencies took 
another tumble. 


Growing anxiety over the prob- 
lems in Indonesia and an 
apparent lack of government 
resolve to tackle them was 


fuelled by the Indonesian bud- 
get presented last night by Pres- 
ident Suharto. He ignored the 
IMFsdemand for a budget sur- 
plus and shied away from some 
of the austerity measures which 
had been expected in return for 
the IMF's S23bn (£14bn) bailout. 

The budget, which will be 
balanced, will increase overall 
spending tty 32 per cent and 
preserve a domestic fuel sub- 
sidy. The Indonesian rupiah lost 
13 per cent of its value at one 
point in yesterday's trading 
before clawing back to a 9 per 
cent fall, which still represent- 
ed a record low. 

South Korea also said on 
Tuesday it was discussing 


changes in macroeconomic 
targets with the IMF to take ac- 
count of the country's deteri- 
orating economy. But Korea, 
deep in talks about reschedul- 
ing its foreign debts, has indi- 
cated that it is likely to accept 
the previously unpalatable 
suggestion of having the slate 
underwrite private corporate 
debt. Lim Chang-yuel. the 
Finance Minister, said he 
would accept this proposal as 
the price for rescheduling. 

Analysts said the difficulties 
faced tty' governments in meet- 
ing the demands of the IMF 
raised questions as to whether 
the Fund's bitter medicine 
was the right prescription for 


the region's economic ills. It 
also highlighted how quickly 
basic economic assumptions 
could be blown seriously off 
course. 

“These agreements, in terms 
of the growth, inflation and bud- 
get forecasts, were rushed 
through pretty quickly without 
real reference to the dynamism 
of the crises unfolding." said 
Graham Ncilson, Asia econo- 
mist at Banquc Paribas. “The 
collapse of the baht and rupi- 
ah since these targets were 
first agreed makes them total- 
ly unrealistic." 

South Korea went against 
regional trends yesterday with 
its currency rising in value and 


the stock market gaining 15 per 
cent. This came with news that 
the government is talking to the 
IMF about lowering the eco- 
nomic target growth rale to 
zero to 2 per cent from about 
3 per cent, while turning the 
previously agreed S4.3hn 
current account deficit to a 
surplus this year. 

in Taiwan, where the local 
currency plunged in an 11- 
year low against the dollar, the 
central hank governor Sheu 
Yuan-dong said his country 
could not prevent depreciation 
against the “super strong" US 
dollar. Even the Japanese yen 
was down to almost 134 against 
the dollar, the lowest rale of 


exchange for fivc-and-a-half 
years. 

In Malaysia talk of bank fail- 
ures took the local currency 
down to a new low following a 
6 per cent fall. In Manila a 
surge of business brought 
foreign currency trading to a 
halt before the Philippines gov- 
ernment lifted volume limits. 

After trading resumed the 
peso slid to another record low 
against the dollar, losing 5.6 per 
cent of its value. 

I n Thailand the baht 
dropped almost 4.8 per cent, 
taking it well below the previ- 
ously unthinkable exchange 
rate of more than 511 baht to the 
dollar, ft closed at just over 52. 
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Buyback speculation as BG 
disposals raise over £1 bn 


Burton sales figures lift high-street gloom 


BG, the former British 
Gas, is set to raise well 
over £lbn from its sale 
of businesses by the 
middle of the year, far 
more than previously 
predicted. As Chris 
Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, reports, 
the cash raised is likely 
to fuel speculation of 
another share buyback 
later in 1998. 


The disposal programme, be- 
gun early last year, is under- 
stood to have raised 
considerably more than analysts 
had originally expected, largely 
due to BG’s moves to sell off 
its smaller international ven- 
tures and overseas exploration 
and production divisions. 

The company now expects 
to have raised between £1.2bn 
andflJbn from the sales by the 
middle of this year, compared 
with a figure of “several hun- 
dreds of millions" previously 
mentioned. 

BG's top management, led 
by David Varney, chief execu- 
tive. will give more details of the 
disposals when the group re- 


ports its annual results at the 
end of February. 

The news is likely to fuel 
confidence in BG's prospects 
since its defeat at the bands of 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission (MMC) last sum- 
mer in its long-running battle 
over pipeline charges. 

In recent months BG shares 
have risen sharply as industry 
analysts reappraised its 
prospects overseas, and as the 
company concentrated on 
ploughing investment into larg- 
er projects. 

Several more deals are un- 
derstood to be due in the next 
few months, with contracts in 
the final stages of negotiation. 
Last year saw a string of sale 
agreements, including part of 
the group’s interests in Tunisia. 

In November BG unveiled 
a deal to sell its German busi- 
nesses to Verbundnetz Gas, a 
transmission company. The 
deal, thought to be worth up to 
£100m, included stakes in a re- 
gional gas distribution company 
and a property and energy ser- 
vices group. 

Although BG has privately 
played down suggestions that it 
is looking to make a further 
share buyback, the cash raised 
is likely to boost the prospects 
of another payout to investors 


the end of this year. Last year's 
capital restructuring handed 
back £1 Jbn to shareholders, 
around the same figure as the 
cash raised by the on-going sale 
of businesses. 

However the group is wail- 
ing for the outcome of the 
government’s review of utility 
regulation before committing it- 
self to any investor payout. 
BG has been vigorously lobby- 
ing for changes to the system, 
to force regulators to imple- 
ment the MMC’s conclusions 
in full. 

Alongside news about asset 
sales. BG will tell investors 
next month that it expects to in- 
vest about £1.5bn a year in over- 
seas projects. BG’s prospects 
were given a huge boas late last 
year when the group, along with 
other oil and gas giants, signed 
agreements opening up explo- 
ration opportunities in Kaza- 
khstan. which has huge 
unexploited reserves. 

BG has a 32.5 per cent 
stake in a consortium, which in- 
cludes Agjp and Texaco, de- 
veloping one of the world’s 
largest oil and gas fields in West 
Kazakhstan Another consor- 
tium, in which BG has a 16.67 
per cent share, is developing 
fields north of the Caspian 
Sea. 


Burton provided some cheer for 
Britain’s retail scene yesterday 
with a Christmas trading state- 
ment showing sales had been 
stronger than doomsayers had 
been forecasting. The figures 
were helped by a laic surge in 
consumer spending in the final 
shopping days. 

Bunon shrugged off pre- 
Christmas concerns about weak 
trading and the impact of high- 
er interest rates with figures 
showing thal sales in the 18 
weeks to 3 January were 7.6 per 
cent ahead of the previous year. 

Hie company, which plans to 
de-merge its Debenhams divi- 
sion later this month, said sales 
had started more slowly than ex- 
pected but improved as Christ- 
mas approached. It dismissed 
suggestions that some of its 


shops had been panicked into 
starting their winter sales early 
saying its discounts had started 
on Boxing Day “as planned." 

There was also relief in the 
City thal in spile uf the laic surge 
in spending. Burton’s margin 
was in line with last year’s. 

Debenhams' sales, including 
newly opened space, were up by 
6.9 per cent. The multiples busi- 
ness, which includes Dorothy 
Perkins and Principles, showed 
an 8.6 per cent gain. Contrary 
to expectations, womenswear 
performed more strongly than 
mcnswciir. Commenting on the 
figures, Nick Bubb at Societc 
Generate Strauss Turnbull said: 
“II shows that there was a late 
pick-up in trading but whether 
thal is the same for everyone 
remains to be seen.*' 


Clinton Cards, the specialist 
greeting curds retailer, provided 
a further boost to sentiment yes- 
terday with a like-for-like sales 
increase of I I.S per cent in the 
five weeks to 28 December. 
Other retail shares edged high- 
er on Burton’s news. Jan Mac- 
Dougall, analyst at Williams dc 
Broe, said: “It has been greet- 
ed by the market with a degree 
of relief given the blood-curdling 
rumours before Christmas." 

Burton's figures were in line 
with the 8 per cent increase re- 
ported by the John Lewis Part- 
nership’s department stores for 
the four weeks to 24 December. 
John Lewis also said it h3d ex- 
perienced a late run in trading. 
Burton's shares dosed 3p high- 
er at 143p. 

- Nigel Cope 
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Whitbread ‘considering brewery closures’ 



Speculation was mounting last night that Whit- 
bread, the brewing and pub giant, is about to 
dose two of its five breweries with the loss of 
several hundred jobs. The Flowers brewery in 
Cheltenham and its brewing operation in Coun- 
ty Durham, which produces Castle Eden and Tro- 
phy Bitter, are likely to be axed. Drinks analysts 
in the City seemed unsurprised by the rumours. 

One said: “Their three big breweries in 
Manchester. North Wales and Preston all 
have capacity to produce more than a mil- 
lion barrels each and could be made to 
squeeze out Whitbread’s current total pro- 


duction of 5.5 million barrels between them." 

The rumoured targets for closure are the small- 
est breweries in the group, analysts point out. 
Castle Eden has capacity of about 250,000 bar- 
rels while Cheltenham produces 500,000 barrels 
a year of Flowers. “ Both arc largely cask ale pro- 
ducers," one analyst said, “and that is a section 
of the market in decline. We can expect an up- 
roar from Camra [the Campaign for Real Ale lob- 
by group] if these closures go through.” Instead, 
Whitbread will concentrate on ils big-selling 
brands such as Stella Artois and Boddingtons. 

- Andrew Yates 
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Bonds heading towards uncharted waters 


l OUTLOOK. 

| ON PROSPECTS FOR 
| BOND AND EQUITY 
[' RETURNS AND 
i BANK LENDING TO 
\- THE FAR EAST 


In ihe lute 1950s. George Ross Goo bey, 
then head of the Imperial Tobacco pen- 
sion fund, discovered what is taken for 
granted these days throughout most of the 
world - the cult of equity. Over the long 
term, he rightly predicted equities would 
always outperform fixed-rate government 
bonds because dividends could be ex- 
pected to grow at least in line with the 
economy and in many cases a good deal 
faster. As investors woke up to this now 
obvious truism, something very strange 
happened - equities started to yield less 
than gilts, which previously had com- 
manded a safety first premium. These days 
nobody would expect any different but at 
the rime this was a seismic shift in per- 
ceptions and investment behaviour. What 
peculiarly became known as the reverse 
yield gap has ruled ever since. 

This gap has typically been maintained 
both here and in the US at somewhere 
above 2 per cent However, since the start 
of this decade, it has been narrowing, albeit 
modestly. Still, with talk of global defla- 
tion in the air and the US long bond yield 
touching its lowest level since the 1930s, 
it is worth asking how much further the 
gap can decline, or whether we might even 
get another of those seismic shifts. 

A detailed answer to this question wiD 
be contained in the forthcoming annual 
Equity-GQt Study from Michael Hughes at 
BZW. Last year's version of this always fas- 
cinating assessment of long-term trends 
pointed out that the inflationary background 
makes a huge difference to prospects for 
the two different types of asseL 


In the intervening 12 months the ad- 
vanced economies have enjoyed another 
excellent inflation performance. In the US 
inflation has now been around 2 per cent 
for five years. One important considera- 
tion for investors is what is causing such 
inflation as there is. If it reflects greater 
profitability as output expands, this is gpod 
for both bonds and equities. This bus gen- 
erally been the case so far in Ihe economic 
recovery, and indeed both markets have 
enjoyed an excellent nrn. But if higher wage 
rises are becoming increasingly important 
as a cause of inflation, then even if the rate 
stays low. it will be bad news for equities. 

As Mr Hughes puts il. for the first time 
in his career there is a prospect that prices 

will actually fall during the next leg of ibe 
business cycle. The reasons are well re- 
hearsed - increased competition thanks 
to globalisation, the effect of new tech- 
nology, the Asian crisis, over-cautious 
monetaiy policy. If prices do start to drop, 
this too would be negative for companies 
and for equity yields. Already we are see- 
ing unnerving evidence of a decoupling 
of bond and equity markets. The bull mar- 
ket in bonds continues apace. In equities 
it has been at an end since the middle of 
last year, at least in the US. 

This is not to say that bonds can he ex- 
pected to start giving investors a higher to- 
tal return, adding capital gains and 
reinvested gross yields, than equities. Even 
during the extraordinary deflation of the 
1930s, this was not true, despite the dividend 
cuts and insolvencies of that period. Nor does 
it seem at all likely that the reverse yield gap 


will reverse again, though ths has come rinse, 
to happening in Japan since the Tokyo stock 
market crash of the early 1990s. 

But taking account of other factors, like 
the increasing preference of pension 
funds for investing in bonds as the pop- 
ulation ages and the funds mature, and 
the drying-up of supply as governments 
run cautious budget policies, the yield gap 
could fall to a level below anything in our 
recent experience. 

Bankers may be 
wising up at last 

The wooden spoon award for clownish be- 
haviour last year must again go to the bank- 
ing industry, and particularly to European 
bankers, who were recklessly increasing 
their exposure to South Korea and the 
other Pacific Rim economies even as 
Japan was reducing hers. How is it that with 
sickening regularity, our bankers every few 
years seem to find a whole new system of 
black holes to pour their shareholders' and 
depositors' money into? Don't they ever 
learn? In the 197te, it was property, in the 
early 19y0s it was Latin American sover- 
eign debt, in the early 1990s it was dodgy 
entrepreneurs and, yes, property again. 
Now its lending to the Far EasL 

One answer to this question is that 
hankers have to lend the money some- 
where and every now and again some of 
it Is more or less bound to go wrong. No- 
body else foresaw the crisis in the Far East, 


so why should bankers? A very similar ar- 
gument was used by Nat West in the early 
1990s to justify extensive bad loans to 
Robert Maxwell. Bankers are not police- 
men, NatWest insisted, and there was no 
reason to believe Maxwell was a crook or 
bad overstretched himself. 

However, what boib cases do in their 
different ways is highlight another aspect 
of bank lending - its ability to accentu- 
ate boom and bust. Bankets tend to feed 
the speculative bubble on the way up by 
pouring capital into it and then greatly en- 
hance the subsequent crisis in the often 
disorderly struggle to get their money back 
which then ensues. Governments have tra- 
ditionally been the main engines of the 
boom and bust cycle, but bankers tend to 
be the drive shaft Nor do they ever seem 
to learn from the experience. 

One possible explanation for this is that 
large banks are very rarely allowed to go 
bust. This is certainly the case in the de- 
veloped world where there is an implicit 
undeisianding that big banks are essentially 
government-backed institutions; some- 
how or other depositors will always be 
bailed out if the bank gets into trouble. 

In the South Korean crisis, we are be- 
ginning to see a variation of this implicit 
guarantee. So desperate is the South 
Korean government to preserve its rep- 
utation in international credit markets, 
such as it now is, that it is willing to con- 
template the conversion of some com- 
mercial debt into sovereign debt. If 
bankers are never likely to suffer Lbe full 
consequences of their lending decisions. 


then they can hardly be blamed for fail- 
ure to act with due care and attention. 

There is no obvious solution to this 
problem. If governments ceased to ban out 
banks, then it is possible to imagine a crisis 
like that of the Ear East causing veiy con- 
siderable systemic damage with far-reach- 
ing consequences for the international 
economy. Nobody wants that. 

Most suggested remedies suffer from 
clear drawbacks. Banks could, for in- 
stance. be asked to cross guarantee-each 
other, thus causing peer group pressure 
against poor lending. However, this would 
alro restrict competition between banks and 
would be next to impossible to administer. 
Furthermore, such a scheme would not be 
dissimilar in its effect to the lifeboat op- 
erations central bankers try and arrange 
amo ng collections of domestic banks when 
one gets into difficulties. There is no evi- 
dence that the enforced participation of 
banks in lifeboats prevents bad lending. 

The best bope must be that, as bankers 
and capita] markets become more sophis- 
ticated, transparent and wise, the problem 
will slowly prove self-correcting, lb argue 
that in the Far Eastern crisis we may have 
seen the last of the great boom-to-bust 
seizures would be going too far. It is human 
nature to speculate. No amount of experi- 
ence and regulation wifl stop iL All the same, 
policy-makers and markets the world over 
do genuinely seem to be getting better at 
reducing ihe severity of the peaks and 
troughs in the business cyde. It is not beyond 
the bounds of possibility that bankers too 
might be wising up, if only a little. 
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Thomson adds 
to confusion 
*over £l.3bn 
‘travel float* 


Oil prices fall on fears of oversupply 


nticise 

cedures 



The future of Thomson 
Travel Group was 
thrown into confusion 
yesterday over reports 
that it was looking to 
join the stock market 
with a £L3bn price tag. 

Andrew Yates reports on 
a farcical day for the 
largest tour operator in 
the UK, which involved 
conflicting reports from 
the company and its 
advisers. 


Confusion reigned yesterday as 
Thomson Travel attempted to 
dampen speculation it was 
heading for a £lJbn stock 
inarker flotation, even though 
its adviser, SBC Vfarbuig Dil- 
lon Read is understood to 
have been working on final 
. plans for the tour operator to 
come to the stock market 
- Paul Brett, chairman and 
chief executive of Thomson 
Travel, expressed surprise at re- 
ports that the group was defi- 
.v nitefy on course for a flotation 
Sin the spring. 

He said: “We have had War- 
burgs as our advisers for 30 years. 
We have talked to them every 
few months for the years and 
years and they ask if we are ready 
. to float. But no dedston has been 
taken and a flotation is pore 
speculation. I have no idea what 
w<e have in mind for the future/ 


The final decision must 
come from Thomson Corpo- 
ration, the Canadian media 
and publishing giant which 
owns the tour operator. 

Mr Brett, a board member 
of Thomson Corporation, said 
no decision was imminent He 
also denied he had instructed 
Whrburg to compile flotation 
plans. 

Warburg refused to com- 
ment on the record about the 
deal. However, in a bizarre 
twist sources dose to Wfcrburg 
confirmed the bank was well 
advanced with flotation plans 
and that the £ljbn deal was on 
track for the end of May. 

U A draft mandate has been 
decided and they look like 
going ahead with the plans,” 
said one source. City observers 
believe that Mr Brett is secretly 
very keen for the group to 
gain independence from its 
Canadian parent and is push- 
ing for a flotation. 

A flotation has become a 
more likely option for the 
group after Margaret Beckett. 
President of the Board of 
Trade, decided against forcing 
tour operators to give up their 
travel agency chains after a 
Monopolies and Mergers 
inquiry. Such a move would 
have hit Thomson hard as it 
own Ihe Lunn Poly chain. 

It would be an good time for 
Thomson to come to the mar- 
ket Other tour operators, such 
as Airtours and First Choice, 
have been trading strongly with 



Holiday boom: With bookings at record levels, it would be a good time for Thomson to float 


bookings reaching record levels 
due to windfall bonuses and 
strong economic growth. 

Analysts predict that Thom- 
son’s pre-tax profits rose from 
£82m in 1996 to around £100m 
last year. “Given the buoyan- 
cy in the travel market at the 


moment this would he an ai- 
tracuve flotation." said "iil 
T he deal could spark utt an- 
other wave of consolidation in 
the travel industry, giving 
Thomson (he financial lire 
power to go on an acquisition 
spree. It is keen to expand in 


Europe and Mr Brett con- 
lirmcJ \cMiTd;o that ihe group 
was scouring the globe lor 
deals further afield in an at- 
tempt t« * create jh international 
travel business. Thomson is 
currently looking tor targets in 
ihe Far East. 



Christmas tills fail to jingle despite cash surge 


How much tfid high 
street cash tills jingle 
b before Christmas? Not 
nearly enough, according 
to some retailers, 
although new figures 
show a surge In demand 
for cash in December. 
Owne Coy/e, Economics 
Editor, investigates. 

i 

A jump to the amount of cash 
in circulation last month, re- 
vealed by new Bank of England 
figur es, raised a question mark 
yesterday over the numerous 
anecdotes of a disappointing 
Christmas season for retailers. 
' Although the month-to- 
month changes in notes and 

coin are a less than perfect guide 

to the amount of cash people 
are actually spending in the 

shops, the figures sowed further 

confusion about just how fast 

the consumer boom is fading. 


Meanwhile, Eddie George, 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, repeated his view that the 
economy’s growth would slow 
this year. But, speaking in 
Frankfurt, he said it was not 
dear yet what implications this 
had for the timing and pace of 
interest rate changes. 

Hie Bank’s Monetaiy Policy 
Committee meets today and to- 


morrow to discuss policy, but 
Ciiy analysts do not expect it to 
announce any change. Many see 
a risk of a rise h the cost of bor- 
rowing after next month's meet- 
ing, depending on figures due 
between now and then. 

The value of notes and coin 
in circulation jumped by 1 per 
cent in December, taking the 
annual growth to 7.1 per cent 


Notes & coin in circulation 

Em, Bmontti average change 



from b.d per cent. The growth 
of M0. the narrow money sup- 
ply measure of which cash is 
the main component, in- 
creased a fraction m o- w per 
cent. 

Plastic spending and hole- 
in-the-wall cash withdrawals 
from Royal Bank of Scotland 
also hit a new peak in 
December. Like other high 
street hanks, it reported big in- 
creases in December transac- 
tions compared with a year 
earlier, saying these tended in 
contradict claims by some 
shops of disappointing salev 

The busiest day was 1 9 De- 
cember. when £34m was with- 
drawn from its machines. Its 
busiest single machine was at 
London s* Liverpool Mreei 
station, which issued £L2 l, m 
during the month. 

"People are holding more 
cash, which has to say some- 
thing about a Christmas spend- 
ing spree. The belt-tightening 
will happen in the New Year." 


said John O'Sullivan, an econ- 
omist at Nat West Markets. 

Economists think the wind- 
falls of Irec shares have helped 
In nisi the holding of cash this 
p:iM vear. with money burning 
fa lies in people s hank accounts. 
The inm iduetii m ol the new 5i >p 
coin has also increased the 
amount in circulation. However, 
higher rates, along with weak- 
ening growth, should be re- 
flected in slower n< >les and coin 
growth in the months ahead. 

Separately. Charles Good- 
hart. a member ol the Mone- 
tary Policy Committee, said it 
would be feasible for the Bank 
ol England to shadow an in- 
llation target set by the new 

fun ipean Central Bank. which 
comes into existence with the 
start of the single currency. 

This could he “done without 
great difiiculty. but it depends 
on the technical detail**.'" he 
slid- The question was which 

price index the F.CB would 
choose as a 1 . 1 reel. 


Oil shares came under renewed 
pressure yesterday after oil 
prices hit their lowest level for 
more than two years. The drop 
was prompted by fears of an oil 
ghit after Iraq said h would start 
exporting immediately. 

But traders are also worried 
that increased production from 
Opec and reduced demand as 
a result of the Asian crisis will 
keep oil prices low for the next 
few years. 

Iraq suspended oil exports 
a month ago in protest at the 
slow distribution of the food 
and medicines it gels in return 
for its oil. Under a deal 
brokered by the LHM, however. 


Eastern offers 
customers 
scheme to aid 
coal industry 


Electricity customers will be 
able to make an individual con- 
tribution to the battle to save the 
British coal industry under a 
scheme unveiled yesterday by 
Eastern Group, the largest re- 
gional power supplier, and RJB, 
the company that bought most 
English pits at privatisation. 

EasLem has promised to buy 
i.5 tonnes of additional coal for 
every customer who signs up to 
the offer, called Uonheart. In its 
first year the group said it ex- 
pected 100.000 households to 
take up the package, which will 
cost the same as its national elec- 
tricity tariff, translating into 
150.000 extra tonnes of RJB coaL 

However, the offer only ap- 
plies to customers outside East- 
ern's existing franchise area, 
which covers 3.2 million homes 
in East Anglia and north Lon- 
don. It means the scheme can- 
not start until the domestic 
electricity market opens to com- 
petition. a move which was due 
in April but is now likely to be 
delayed for several months. | 

An Eastern spokesman said , 
the company had wanted to of- 
fer its existing customers the op- 
portunity to sign up to the 
scheme, but were prevented by 
the Lerms of the group’s operat- 
ing licence. The company ex- 
pected the offer to appeal mast 
to customers in coalmining areas 
or former coal communities. 

Eastern, which bought five 
coal fired power stations from 
National Power and PowerGen, 
has signed contracts to buy four 
million tonnes of RJB coal a 
year from April. The company 
said any further coal bought 
from RJB would displace im- 
ports. expected to reach 1 mil- 
lion tonnes a year, rather than 
some of its 14 other UK sup- 
pliers apart from RJB. 

The power group late last year 
became the first tooffer a green 
tariff. Households, including 
those in its franchise region, can 
Opt to pay 5 or lit per cent more 
for power, cash which the com- 
pany will match and invest in re- 
newable energy projects. 

- Chris Godsmark 


the country will now resume ex- 
ports, which allow it to sell $2bn 
worth of oil every six months, 
boosting world production by 
1 per cenL 

Meanwhile, analysts are wait- 
ing to see whether Opec mem- 
bers, led by Saudi Arabia, will 
take advantage of the increased 
quotas they negotiated in No- 
vember to boost oil production. 

Combined with the lingering 
effects of the Asian crisis, which 
has undermined expected de- 
mand growth, and the build-up 
of stocks due to warm weather 
around the world, this could 
lead to chronic oversupply. 

John Tbalster, oil analyst at 


Sori£l£ Gen6rale Strauss 'linn- 
bull. expects demand next year 
to fall to 1.5 million barrels per 
day. while production could 
reach 2 milli on barrels per day. 

As a result, he has cut his two- 
year average ofl price forecast to 
$17 per barrel. That compares 
with an average price of $1930 
last year and $20.80 in 1996. “This 
is not just a blip. This is a fun- 
damental sea change," he said. 

Other observers remain up- 
beat. however, pointing out 
that Saudi Arabia is unlikely to 
use up its full production quota 
if it undermines the oil price by 
doing so. 

- Peter Thai Larsen 


Recommended Offer 

by 

Close Brothers Corporate Finance Limited 
on behalf of 
Johnston Press pic 

for 

Home Counties Newspapers Holdings pic 

Ck»e Brothers Corporate Finance Limited TOrae Brother*”) axmcunces cot 
behalf of Johnston Press pic ("Johnston Press'! that by means of a formal 


and by means of this advertisement, Oose Brothers is making a 
recommended offer (the "Offer") on behalf of Johnston Press to acquire 
all of the issued and to be issued share capital of Home Counties 
Newspapers Holdings pic ("Home Counter*). Johnston Press has 
received firm irrevocable undertakings to accept the Offer foam directors 
of Home Counties and other Home Counties Shareholders in respect of 
approximately 5.4 nuffian Home Court tot Shares, representing 
approximately 53.7 per cent of Ihe issued share capital of Home 
Counties- These undemUras are binding m the event that a higher 
compe ti ng offer for Home Counties is mode. Terms defined in the Offer 
Document have the same meaning in this advertisement 
Subject to the Oder becoming or being declared wholly unconditional, a 
Home Counties Shareholder who vaIkDy accepts the Offer will receive 500p 
in cash for every Home Counties Share. 

The Offer values aQ of the issued and to be issued share capita] of Home 
Counties at approx im ately £52 mQfion. The Offer includes a Partial Share 
Alternative giving Home Counties Shareholders the opportunity to receive 
Johnston Press Shares, an Additional Share Election and a Loan Note 
Ahemattve. 

The foil terms and condi ti ons of the Offer (including details of how foe 
Offer may be accepted) are set out in the Offer Document and the Form of 
Acceptance. 

Home Counties Shareholders who accept the Offer may rely only on the 
Offer Document and the Form of Acceptance for all me terms and 
conditions of the Offer. 

The Offer is, by means of this advertisement, being extended to aU persons 
to whom the Offer Document may not be despatched who hold, or who are 
entitled to have allotted, or issued to them. Home Counties Shares. Such 
persons are informed that copies of the Offer Document and Form of 
Acceptance are available for collection fang The Royal Bank of Scottend pfc. 
Registrar's Department New Issues Section, 5-10 Great Tower Street 
London EC3R 5ER. 

The Offer, which has been made by means of the Offer Documait and this 
advertisement wiD be open for acceptance until 3JX) pm an 27 January 199B 
(or such later Hmefe) and/or datefe) as Johnston Press, subfect to the Code, 
may decide). 

The directors of Home Combes, who have been so advised by Hoare 
Govett Corporate Finance Limited, consider the terms of the Offer to be fair 
and reasonable Accordingly, the directors of Home Counties unanimously 
rec om m end all Home Counties Sharehotdeis to accept the Offer. In 
providing advice to the directors of Home Counties, Hoare Covett 
Corporate Finance T . mUted has taken into account the directors' 
ccenmcrrial assessment 

Tt* Of*" ** no t bein g made directly or indirectly, end the Offer Document 
and Form of Acceptance are not being and must not be maOed or otherwise 
distributed or sent in whole or in part; in or into or from, tte United States 
of America (including foe District of Columbia), its territories and 
pMsessmn#, any state of the Unified Slates of Ameritt and all otter areas 
subject Id lla yit te d k timiy Or in or to or Gun Australia or 

This advertisement is not befog published In or otherwise distributed or 
sent to, into or foam foe Unified States, rinnih, Australia or Japan and 
persons reading this advertisement (including custodians, trustees and 
nominees) must not distribute or said this a dv e rtis ement, foe Offer 
Document Or the Form of Acceptance (nor any related document^)) in, 
into or from the United States, Canada, Australia or Japan nor rue foe 
United Sta te s, Canadian, Australian or Japanese' mails or any such means, 
bubiuncntality or farifity for any purpose, directly or indirectly, in 
connection with foe Offer and doing so will invalidate any related 
purported acceptances of the Offer. 

This advertisement is published on behalf of Johnston Press by fto— 
Brothers and has been approved by Oose Brothers solely for the purposes 
of Section 57 of foe Financial Services Act 1986. 

Oose Brothers Corporate finance Limited, which is regulated in the United 
Kingdom by The Securities and Futures Authority CmJted. is acting for 
Johnston Prese in connection vrifo foe Offer and no-one rise and wfll not be 
responsible to anyone other than Johnston Press far providing foe 
protections afforded to customers of Close Brothers Corporate Ftaaree 
Limited, or for giving advice in relation fa foe Offer. 

Hoare Govett Corporate finandS Limited, which is regulated in the United 
Kingdom by The Securities and Futures Authority Limited, is acting far 
Home Counties fa connection with foe Offer and rmw rfa. Mjflnfftbc 

responsible to anyone other than Home Counties far providing the , 
pretectSmw afforded to ovtaftuess of Hoare Covett Corporate Rtwxe 
Limited, or far giving advice in relation to tte Offer. 

The directors of Johnston Press accept responsibility for foe information 
contained m this advertisement and, to foe best of their fawwledjre and 
belief (having token «H reasonable care to ensure foal such is ItetaseL foe 
information a mtafard m this advertisement is in accordance with foe feds 

and d(K* not omit anything Hkdy to affect foe import of such information. 

7 January 1998 



THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 7 IANUARY I«98 


22 


22/BUSINESS 


THE INVESTMENT COLUMN 


EDITED BY ANDREW YATES 


The sectors to 
watch this year 


Last year's best and worst sectors 


This column, like most, tends to adhere 
to the bottom-up approach to invest- 
ing; pick a share that looks cheap on 
a few fundamental valuation criteria, 
and don't worry too much about what 
industry it's in. The alternative is to take 
a top-down approach: pick out a few 
attractive industries, and then limit your 
buying to those sectors of the market. 

That approach can be very re- 
warding, as a glance at the table shows. 
The bull run in large companies meant 
that you could hardly have gone wrong 
with banking, pharmaceutical or utility 
shares last year. Similarly, the strong 
pound and weak commodity prices 
meant most investments in the paper 
and packaging, diversified industrials 
or mining sectors would have left you 
a lot poorer. With that experience in 
mind, wc decided to pick our three 
favourite sectors for the coming year. 

Despite a storming performance last 
year there is still plenty to go for in the 
banking sector. Analysts are still pre- 
dicting strong earnings growth. The re- 
tail banks still have plenty of scope to 
grow margins by cutting costs as they 
continue to slim down their branch net- 
works. The promise of further con- 
solidation in the sector is also likely to 
buoy share prices. 

Support services also enjoyed a 
great 1997 and with most slocks sitting 
on a p/e ratio of more than 30 the sec- 
tor is not cheap. However, there should 
be more growth to come. The out- 
sourcing market is still expanding 
rapidly with more companies fanning 
out anything from distribution to ad- 
ministration to third parties. 

Our third choice is the transport sec- 
tor. which underperformed the market 
last year but should bounce back in 
199S. Bus and train operators were hit 
be fears that the Labour Government 
would seek to damp down on profits 
by imposing tough new regulation. 
However, the industry has enjoyed a 
strong rise in passenger numbers and 
should actually benefit from the Gov- 
ernment's focus on public transport. 

British Airways and BAA will con- 
tinue to cash in on the strong growth 
in airline custom and the other big 
player in the sector, P&O, is finally 
turning the comer after securing a flur- 
ry of mergers. 


Best performers 

Vainest 

01/01/97 

Value at 
01/01/98 

Actual % 
change 

Gas Distribution 

1509.47 

2440.84 

6170 

Ufa Assurance 

4060.27 

5931.68 

4609 

Betas Banks 

5009.43 

7158.26 

42.90 

PhannacutiGals 

5747.24 

8159.85 

4198 

Worst performers 




W*. » "V ..J . 

muHffiton 

257957 

2519.42 

-1545 

Paper* Packaging 

2578.90 

2141.25 

-1697 

DtrercMsd Industrials 

1519.19 

1251.15 

-17.84 

Extractive ImiBstifes 

4004.89 

3024.42 

•24.48 

FfSEIQO 

4118.50 

5135.50 

24.69 


How this year's favourites performed in 1997 
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But there are sectors to avoid. In- 
dustrials do not look attractive. The 
damaging effects of the strong pound 
will really begin to biLe this year and 
the full effects of the financial turmoil 
in the Far East have yet to be seen. 
Aerospace stocks should benefit from 
strong orders and the continued re- 
structuring of the industry throughout 
Europe but prospects For exporters gen- 
erally look poor with further earnings 
downgrades probably on the way. 

The outlook for the media sector is 
also uncertain. The proliferation of new 
channels with the onset of the digital 
television age will lead to intense com- 
petition for advertising revenues. The 
costs of setting up the new services will 
also dampen earnings growth. 

Also steer clear of oil stocks. The 
world oil price looks set to remain weak 
for the next two years. And, apart from 
Shell, most companies have already- 
done the bulk of their cost-cutting. 


Low bond yields 
affect us all 


Bonds yields rarely lake centre stage 
in the reporting of financial markets. 
This week they have emerged from «9>- 
scurity by hitting their lowest level for 
more than a decade. So what do 
these rock bottom yields mean for the 
average investor? 

A close look reveals some un- 
settling consequences, and not just for 
active investors. Anyone with a pen- 
sion, and most of those with an en- 
dowment savings plan, will be affected. 

At first glance the figures seem in- 
nocuous enough. The 15-year variety 
of UK government gilts yesterday 
yielded 6.26 per cent - against 7.77 per 
cent a year ago. a fall of a mere 151 
percentage points. 

However, for anyone buying an an- 


nuitv now. ii nukes ;i diflcrcnce of 
i hi lUNimlsot pi minis in annual income. 
Because annuities give a guaranteed 
income until death, they must be 
hacked In hud-inlcresl products 
such as gilts. When gill yields go drawn, 
the price » »f gills is almost certainly 
going up. costing annuity providers 
substantially more to give the same 
level of iiiLnniL'. 

Th.it cost is. of course, passed on. 
A 55-\c.n-old man who paid an an- 
nuilv provider yesterday 

would get an income of E19.7U7 a year. 
The same sum a year ago would have 
hough! 122.79.1. according to figures 
form the Annuity Bureau, a special- 
ist annuity adviser. In other words an- 
nuities are providing 14 percent a year 
less in income because of the full in 
bond yields. The rule of thumb is that 
for even fall of J percentage point in 
gill yields, a pension saver needs 10 
per cent more capital lor the same re- 
tirement income. 

Owners of endowment policies 
may also be concerned ai low bond 
yields. The growth of endowment 
savings depends crucially on the bonus 
paid out by the life office which sells 
the endowment. 

Actuaries, the life office gurus 
who decide how much (he bonus 
should be. split it between an annual 
bonus, which is guaranteed to be 
paid, and a terminal bonus, which is 
not guaranteed and is only paid at 
maturity. The less actuaries expect 
from investments, such as bonds, the 
less they guarantee to pay. 

Even the best -paying litc offices are 
now promising just X per cent every 
year - and this will probably gel 
lower. For investors who bought en- 
dowment mortgages in the hope of re- 
turns of 12 per cent a year, payments 
may well need an urgent review. That 
will avert a nasty surprise when the 
mortgage falls due. 

The drop in bond yields is 
attributed by most observers not to 
current events but to long-term eco- 
nomic factors. The Government's 
decision to stand firm on meeting the 
Maastricht criteria for monetary 
union has ted brokers to expect low- 
long-term interest rales, which makes 
even a bond yield of 6.25 per cent 
attractive. 

So ironically. Labours European 
policy is doing much more to push up 
the cost of pensions than the Budget 
cuts in dividend tax relief. 


PEOPLE & 
BUSINESS 


JOHN 

WILLCOCK 


“threatening" letters to licensees who were sus- 
pected of opening their stations late, he 
claimed. 

Mr Overton protests that he was just fol- 
lowing orders. Tmaveiy loyal peRon,** toe tells 
me. “IfTm intruded to do something then that 
is what I do." Mr Frost, meanwhile, refuses to 
pay a penny. “I wouldn't buy off a forecourt at- 
tendant, and I wont buy off a managing director 
either," he thunders. Gd ready for round three. 



I hear that Elisabeth Murdoch’s husband, Gha- 
naian bom EUdn Pkuunin, has decamped back 
(0 the United States, apparently fed up with 
Britain and the Brits following an unhappy ad- 
venture into British ethnic publishing with the 
New Nation newspaper. His stake in the ven- 
ture. aimed largely at London's black com- 
munity. has been sold. Also abandoned in Mr 
Pianmin's return to the US West Coast is his 
plan to launch a new black TV station in the 
UK. 

So where docs Lhal leave the 290-year-old 
Ms Murdoch, who remains in London work- 
ing for her pa's media empire as head of pro- 
gramming at BSkyB. Minus a husband seems 
to he the answer. She's even had to rely on the 
services of such maverick entrepreneurs as the 
carrot-lopped DJ Chris Evans as an escort at 
the many functions her job requires her to 
attend. What a comedown. 

All or which may help explain the £3m spon- 
sorship deal BSkyB has just signed with Mr 
Evans' Virgin Radio. It might also cause Mur- 
doch senior to rethink his plans for the suc- 
cession. At present his youngest son Lachlan 
has been pencilled in to take up the reigns. 
Elisabeth, he said recently, would have to make 
up her mind about how- many kids she wanted 
and where she wanted to live. Not any longer, 
it would appear. 


Good to hear that the Serious Fraud- Office 
(SFO) has called in Docman to sort out its IT 
problems. Eft eh court case the SFO brings in- 
volves hundreds of thousands, often nuffions, of 
pieces of paper as evidence. Docman, an IBM 

computer system costing £i5m, should sott itmiL 
I was a little disconcerted, however, by the 
accompanying claim from the SFO’s director, 
Rosalind Wright, yesterday, that “The SFO is 
a world-leader in’tbe investigation and pros- 
ecution of major fraud cases." Gripes. The rest 
can’t be up to much. Don't mention the 
Maxwells, Blue Arrow, Roger Levitt ... 


You would think that, having trousered £50m 
from selling his shares in Betterware, chair- 
man Andrew Cohen would be keen to plough 
more money into his stable of racehorses. After 
aU, one of the Brummie entrepreneur’s nags. 
Suny Bay, is third favourite to win the Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup in March. 

Not a bit of iL Mr Cohen tells me he is think- 
ing of reducing his spending on racing, centred 
on his stables at Lam bourn, in Berkshire. He 
says he agrees with the Makhtoom family's re- 
cent criticisms of British horse racing and the 
lack of adequate prize money. Which makes 
you wonder - just when will he have enough 
money? And what will he do with his present 
pile? He already has the best collection of 
Charlie Chaplin memorabilia in the world. 


They're fighting in the forecourts. In the right 
corner, James Frost, the combative chairman 
of petrol retailer Save Group. And over by the 
air pump. Dean Overton, the former manag- 
ing director who was sacked by Mr Frost for 
-gross misconduct" in November. 

Mr Overton is suing his former employers 
for "a very substantial sum in damages" and 
has written to Save’s shareholders to tell them 
so. Now Mr Frost has thrown petrol on the fire 
by revealing why Mr Overton was sacked. He 
ciaims Mr Overton dismissed two long-serv- 
ing Save employees who subsequently had to 
he paid compensation. Mr Overton also wrote 


The European Monetary Institute, the fore- 
runner of the planned European Central 
Hank , and one of key players in shaping mon- 
etary anion, yesterday confessed shamefacedly 
that it doesn't have its own Internet site. The 
only site that the EMI does feature on is run 
by the European Commission, and site hasn't 
been updated for two years. Quel horreur! 

Chastened Euromandarins at the EMI 
promised yesterday that they will launch 
their own site this month. Meanwhile if 
you're one of those interesting people who 
really need to know the latest about mone- 
tary union, stick to the British Government 
site at http://prcsid.fco.gov.uk 


It seems you can hardly move in modern of- 
fices without being molested by experts in Feng 
Shui, the Chinese art of creating a harmonious 
environment I was delighted therefore to read 
in a booklet published by President Office Fur- 
niture, titled “Everything you wanted to know 
about offices but were afraid to ask II", that 
Feng Shut literally translated means “wind and 
water”. 1 suspected as much. 


MJN PC-2" Range 


From The Award Winning UK PC Manufacturer 


Take a closer look at our new PC-2 range of ‘Best Buy* high 
performance systems with Intel* Pentium* II and IBM 6x86MX 
M-2 processors, PCTV, voice recognition and Videophone. 




MJN 233-2 


MJN 233M-2 MJN 266-2 


MJN 300-2 


- Intel Penaum- II 233Mhz 
processor with MMX” teemotog/ 

- 32Mb SDRAM 

• 4.3Gb Seaipte ultra ATA hart 
drive 

• PC-7V system with Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56k Rockwell flash upgradeable 
wee modem 

• 4Mb ATI Rage n+ DVD 3D 
graphics 

• 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• 15" SVGA 0-28dp screen 
(17- optional) 

• 512k Pipeline burst cache 

• VkJeoPhone receive for ncommg 
vaeoPnone cahs 

• Voce recognition with IBM 
&mpiy- Speaking Gold 

• MJN ATX system vrth Intel 
440LX PC-97 chipset 

• An standard features below 


- IBM 6xS6MX PR233 processor 
with MMX technology 

-64Mb EDO RAM 

• 6.4Gb Seagate ultra ATA hart 
dnve 

• PC- TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

- 56K Rockwell flash upgradeable 
voce modem 

• 4Mb SIS Advanced Graphics 
with Microsoft direct 3D 

• 24 Speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

- ESS 3D wavetable sound 

- 15" SVGA 0.28dp screen 
(17* optional) 

• 512K pipeline burst cache 

• Full VideoPhone including colour 
video camera 

■ Voice recognition with IBM 
Simpty Speaking GokJ 

• MJN ATX system with PC97cftpset 

• AB standard 
features below 


Jfl99 


PhrtVAT 


1291 


.33 

lne.VAT 

Modei:7S8 


4189 

‘13T 



• Intel Pentium H 266Mhz 
processor wch MMX technology 

- 64Mb SDRAM 

- 6.4Gb Seagate ultra ATA hart 
dnve 

• PC-TV system with TeJetea and 
video capture 

- 5GK Rockwell flash upgradeable 
voce modem 

• 8Mb POP Ah Rage Pro 3D 
grapiws 

- 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM dnve 

• Creature Labs 3D wavetable sound 

■ 15’ SVGA 0.28dp screen 
(17* optonafr 

• 512K pipeline burst cache 

• Videophone receive fesr incoming 
VideoPhone calls 

■ voce recogrtion with IBM amply 
Speaking Gold 

« MJN ATX system with Intel 440LK 
PC'S? chipset 

- All standard features below 


• Intel Pentium 11 300M(v: 
processor with mmx teennotagr 

• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 6.4Gb Seagate ultra ATA hart 
dnve 

- PC TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56K Rockwell flash upgradeable 
voce modem 

• 8Mb AGP AH Rage Pro 3D 
graphes 

• 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

- Creative Labs 3D wavetabte sound 

• 15' SVGA 0.28dp screen 
ll7" optional) 

• 512K pipeline burs cache 

• VideoPhone receive Tor incorrtng 
VideoPhone cans 

• voice recQgirtJon with IBM Simply 
Speaking Gold 

• MJN ATX system with Intel 440LX 
PC‘97 chipset 

• All standart features below 


Plus VAT 


1499 . .. 4599 


Plus VAT 


Inc VAT 
Modef:799 


1761 


.33 

Inc VAT 

Model: 775 


1878 


83 

Inc VAT 

Mode 1:800 


— ! Windows 95, lotus SmartSuUe 97. Qireken. Pressvwrks, 

De&grU’orks. Homewtse. Lotus Mail, IBM AntiVirus and SmartPics pretoaded. 
Sound Fbree 525 mams powered speaher system, 35' L44Mb floppy dnw: 
P&*2 mouse; 105 keyboard: software MPEG: Year 2000 compSartt BIOS: PS/2 
mouse Don. tass serial port, para lei port and games port. One year warranty 
extenatjle ro three v five years. 

Nota> MfcropJrttw not tododmd mctaM wta puts mod** only * 


INTEREST FREE OPTION 

BUY NOW PAY LATER Oely m PLUS 


PLUS MODELS are only £49 +VAT = £57.58 Inc. VAT extra 
and indude joystick, headset microphone and 10 CD multimedia titles. 


Eo-rw. *tn 233V 2 PLLS. tlSSIU ILCPVI aero: ana 

Jen r e r uns Sr 6 *Tar 6 -<uH 3i tay « me. Tea preo 

IlteS r CiiS * EC When ♦ V*T > iisr&jte 
Inc. V*T. A?R Wi sny f.ix: read Wf*> 6 rarts. Tmanso Kvs 
,-vw lorter wma to 25 yon at «*» 23 PnanM n 




% 


APR 


WN-tiw/kwrt 
Wowing PC 
Manukourtr 



ai* 



MJN 


The right choice* 


All Offers 
End 16th 
January 


01282 777 555 


Telephone Sales Lines Open Mon - fii 830am - 7 . 00 pm. Sat 9 . 00 am - 5 . 00 pm 

MAi Tedvriogr Lat Garcufe Hojse. EacKurt fK. Sironsffine. Burner, lanes, BB12 7GT. F* 01282 77 00 44. 
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Airbus lifts production to 
meet record order book 


Airbus, the European plane-maker, is to raise production levels 
by 30 per cent this year after receiving a record 460 finn orders 
in 1997 valued at $29.hbn (£ 18.2m). The increase in sales en- 
abled the four-nation consortium, in which British Aerospace 
has a 20 per eunl slake, to close the gap on its US rival Boeing. 
Provisional figures suggest that Airbus captured about 44 per 
cent of the world market in 1 9uo against 56 per cent for Boeing, 
which now aLso owns McDonnell Douglas. 


Quadrant to float 


Quadrant Healthcare is to float to market next month in a 
move that will raise £30m of new money. It will he used to 
develop new applications tor trehalose, a special sugar that 
allows desert plants to bloom again after years of droughL 
Quadrants techniques use the sugar to control the release 
of drugs into the blcxKislream. Quadrant is expected to make 
a loss of Dm in the current year, hut chief executive lain Ross 
is now focusing specifically on pharmaceuticals. 


P&O orders cruise ships 


P&O. the shipping group, has ordered two new ships at a 
cost of around S85Um (£5 22m) to be build in Italy. The two 
ships will be sisters to Gmnd Princess, will weigh 109,000 tons 
and cany 2,6fifl passengers. H said the ships would be deliv- 
ered in the spring and autumn of 2001. Together with the 
other three Princess ships currently under const ruction, these 
new orden* will double the si/e of the Princess Cruises fleet. 


Acquisitions record 


British companies spent a record £8.7bn last year on 226 
European acquisitions, according to Acquisitions Monthly. 
Commercial Union's £20 1m bid for Union Financieru dc 
France- Banquc and BT s £2R0m purchase of a stake in Tele- 
fonica dc Espana were two of the largest deals. At the same 
lime. European companies p:ud £7.!bn for UK companies 
- against just £4.8hn in 1 99b. 


Pru meets deadline 


Prudential has already mel iLs March deadline for arrang- 
ing compensation for mis-sold pensions - bul only for the 
less urgent cases. The company is also offering “advance com- 
pensation" to the 2.700 cases of suspected mis-seiling which 
it has so far failed to resolve. 


Fruit and veg buyout 


Senior management at dried fruit and vegetable processors 
JLI are buying the company for £25 Jm with the help of Phil- 
drew Ventures, part of Union Bank of Switzerland. The com- 
pany will be renamed Harrington Food Group. 


Norwich cuts bonuses 


Norwich Uniun has reduced its annual bonus by up to 0.75 
percentage points, saying it expects investments to grow by less 
when the UK joins a single currency. With-profits endowment 
savers will get an annual bonus of 6 per cent, compared with 
6-5 per cent last year, while pension savers will see (heir bonus 
cut to 6.75 per cent from 7.5 per cent. However, policies ma- 
turing this year will pay out record amounts, up to 13 per cent 
higher than in!997. Friends Provident has also cut bonuses 
while Scottish Provident has reduced bonuses on pensions. 


NOTICE TO BURTON GROUP 
CARDHOLDERS 


THE RATES OF INTEREST APPLICABLE TO 
CARD ACCOUNTS FOR BURTON GROUP 
COMPANIES OPERATED BY GE CAPITAL 
BANK LIMITED INCLUDING, IN 
PARTICULAR, THOSE FOR BURTON 
MENSWEAR, DEBENHAMS, DOROTHY 
PERKINS, EVANS, PRINCIPLES, TOPMAN, 
TOPSHOP, BURTON STAFF AND BURTON 
SHAREHOLDERS ARE TO BE INCREASED 
AS FQLLOWS:- 


ACCQUNTTYPE 


OPTION ACCOUNTS 
-PAID BY 
DIRECT DEBIT 
- PAID BY 
OTHER MEANS 

BUDGET ACCOUNTS 
POWER OPTION 
ACCOUNTS 


MONTHLY APR 
RATE (VARIABLE) 


2.15% 


29.0 


2.28% 

2.32% 


31.0 

31.6 


2 . 21 % 


29.9 


FOR DEBENHAMS BUDGET ACCOUNTS 
THESE NEW RATES WILL APPLY TO ALL 
BALANCES BROUGHT FORWARD FROM 
15 JANUARY 1998 AND TO ALL 
TRANSACTIONS DEBITED FROM THAT 
DATE. FOR ALL OTHER ACCOUNTS, THESE 
RATES WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE ON 
19 JANUARY 1998 AND WILL APPLYT0 
ALL INTEREST BEARING BALANCES 
OUTSTANDING ON AND TO ALL 
TRANSACTIONS DEBITED 
FROM THAT DATE. 


THE FINANCIAL DETAILS IN CARDHOLDERS' 
CREDIT AGREEMENTS ARE VARIED TO 
REFLECT THESE CHANGES IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE PROVISIONS OFTHOSE 
AGREEMENTS. 

GE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED. REGISTERED IN 
ENGLAND NO. 1456283. REGISTERED OFFICE: 

6 AGAR STREET, LONDON WC2N 4HR. 

GE CAPITAL BANK LIMITED IS AFFILIATED 
WITH GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY (USA) 
AND NOT CONNECTED WITH THE ENGLISH 
COMPANY OF A SIMILAR NAME. 
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Slump in the price of crude sends oil shares sliding 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


Ofl shares ran diy as the crude 
price slumped and investment 
houses pulled back their fore- 
casts. 

British Petroleum fell 41p 
to 765p and Shell 22p to 426p, 
helping to push the oil sector 
down by approaching 5 per 
cent. In the autumn BP was 
riding at 956>5p and Shell at 
484_5p, 

With Iraq at last resuming 
exporting, mfld weather in 
the US and the Asian turmoil 
the crude price is under in- 
tense pressure and has fallen 
sharply. 

Goldman Sachs and So- 
ciety G£n£rale Strauss Turn- 
bull piled on the agony. The 
American securities house cut 
its crude estimate for this year 
by $1 to $17 a barrel. Only a 
few months ago the analyst 
Peter Nicol lowered his fore- 
cast by $3 to $18. 

John Tbalster at SocGen re- 


duced his crude estimates for 
this year and next from $17 to 
$17.80 and $18.70 respective- 
ly. He moved his stance on the 
sector from buy to neutral. 

Lasmo was lowered 9p to 
265p and Enterprise Oil 12p 
to 574p. 

The oil retreat undermined 
the rest of the stock m arke t al- 
though Footsie, encouraged by 
futures influences, managed to 
end 1.9 points higher at 
5,264.4. At one time it was off 
41.7. 

The supporting shares out- 
performed their peers with the 
FTSE 250 index up 30.2 to 
4 .858.9; even the FTSE Small- 
Cap managed a 6 .S gain to 
23353p. 

Insurers were again the 
main Footsie spur. Hopes of 
more buy backs as well as im- 
proved margins lifted Royal & 
Sun Alliance 40p to 658p and 
Son Life & Provincial 22p to 


495p. Other financials made 
headway. Woolwich starred 
with a 13p gain io 338p, a peak, 
and Bank of Scotland rose 18p 
to 592.5p. 

Norwich Union, the insur- 
er, was another recent recruit 
to reach a high. Its bonus 
Statement was well received 
but the conviction is growing 
that the former mutual will not 
see out the year as an inde- 
pendent group. The shares 
rose 8.25p at 406p, capitalis- 
ing the group at around £ 8 bn. 

Cadbury Schweppes en- 
joyed support from Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson and SBC 
Warburg, gaining 15p to 630p. 
Warburg produced a 780p tar- 
get. The investment bouse 
also gave Booker, the food 
group, a friendly nudge, push- 
ing the shares 13p higher to 
333 Jp. 

Engineer GKN moved 
ahead 58p to 1335p following 


its Canadian helicopter deal 
and bullish comments from 
Lehman Brothers and Wir- 
burg which is looking for the 
price to reach 1300p. 

Granada put on 35p to 
990p, seemingly drawing be- 
lated benefit from a number 
of analysts' comments. Lad- 
brake, up 14p to 288p, was 
another in catch-up mode - in 
this case the Coral takeover. 


Share Spotlight 


share price, pence 

1000 



JFMAMJJASONDJ 


Burton's trading statement 
left the shares 3p higher at 143p 
but foiled to allay fears of poor 
festive trading by some retailers. 

Clinton Cards, the greeting 
cards chain, produced an up- 
beat statement; the shares 
rose 63p to lOSp. Its perfor- 
mance encouraged WH 
Smith, up 8 p to 400p. Hen- 
derson Crostbwaite caution 
lowered Dixons, reporting 
next week, 6-5p to 596p. The 
house was, however, positive 
on Kingfisher. 133p firmer at 
876.5p. Analyst briefings 
helped HXUsdown Holdings 
6-5p harder at 1555p. 

Olives Property added 
625p to 38p following a bid ap- 
proach and a 65p offer for the 
JLI food group prompted a 
7_5p gain to 63Jp. Activity at 
the printing group Fairway 
indicated the signalled bid ac- 
tion could be near. The shares 
rose 3p to 65 -5p. 


Cambridge Mineral Re- 
sources ended 1.75p lower at 
17.25p after confirming the 
takeover of South Atlantic 

Resources, exploring for min- 
erals in the Falkland Islands. 

Emerald Energy held at 6 p. 
Monument Oil & Gas is 
splashing out $7.3m for a 14 
per cent stake in one of its 
Colombian wells. The long 
drilling programme continues 
at its Chawina 2 well; the re- 
sults shouid be known within 
two weeks. 

AOroo, the menswear man- 
ufacturer, cut a 20 p dash to 
70p after a sharp profits ad- 
vance and dividend increase. 

Stick, the electronics group, 
hardened 17_5p to 297 2>p 
ahead. There is vague talk of 
corporate action. 

The yearly shareholders’ 
meeting is due next month. 
Last year profits fell from 
£ 1 5.3m to £ 12.9m. 


TAKING STOCK 


Action is expected to emerge 
soon at John Mansfield, the lit- 
tle timber group being pre- 
pared for a much grander ride. 
In the summer Julian TVeger 
and Brian Myerson, scourge of 
under performing companies, 
decided to do their own thing 
and descended on Mansfield, 
acquiring 65 per cent. So far 
their involvement has led to the 
arrival of a new chairman, Stn- 
art Wallis, once chief executive 
of Fisons. The shares are &25p. 


Engineer Widney edged ahead 
Ip to 48 -5p as two investors, 
with 1L5 per cent, called a 
shareholders* meeting to oust 
three directors, mctndfng David 
iTa syirt fl rh airman p nH chief ex- 
ecutive. Last month Widney 
said talks with a bidder had 
ended. The “rebels” are Strand 
Associates, a financial 
boutique, and SEP Industrial, 
Dm changed at 283p. 
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Foreign Exchange Rat® 


Country 

UK 

AustuBb 

Austria 

Bekrajrn 

Canada 

Denmark 

ECU 

Finland 

Franca 

Germany 

Greece 

SSL"** 

retand 

itaV 

Japan 

Malania 

Meoco 

Netherlands 

New Zealand 

Norway 

Portugal 

SaidTirabla 

Singapore 

South Africa 

Spam 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

us 


Sterling 

Spat 

1DOOO 

£5654 

20931 

6U07 

23353 

11339 

15030 

90321 

9967 

29822 

47034 

12B47 

11864 

29267 

2T846 

72703 

13125 

33576 

28839 

12223 

30432 

6C03 

28706 

80638 

252.W 

13.105 

2046 

16319 


1 month 3 month 


25620 

20894 

B1195 

23291 

11302 

14989 

90003 

9333 

£978 

47124 

S85B 

11854 

29228 

21735 

72625 


25563 

20829 

60823 

23194 

11239 

1498 

89844 

9873 

£9540 

48135 

12738 

11821 

29156 

21470 

72765 


33457 

28764 

12181 

30369 

61116 

£8024 

8-1215 

25156 

13073 

24016 


3.3251 

28637 

12.109 

30243 

60955 

28994 

8205 

25047 

1300 

23794 


Dollar 

Spot 

16128 

15721 

12827 

37630 

•ton 

69485 
10857 
55349 
63077 
18275 
28623 
77500 
13755 
17935 
13388 
44553 
80430 
20575 
05659 
74901 
18649 
3.7505 
17591 
49415 
154 51 
B03KJ 
14797 
10000 


1 monUi 

06138 

15725 

12884 

37560 

14295 

69368 

10870 

55841 

60964 

18241 

29108 

77688 

13*4 

17939 

qyjfl 

4.4575 


3irwiiib 


0565 
15734 
i 9 ton 
37438 
1427S 
69175 
10^4 
55054 
80772 
18182 
29028. 
7*405 - 
13*4 
17946 
132.15 
44Zffl 


20635 

17555 

74755 

18640 

17511 

17G91 

49848 

15440 

&0235 

14*0 


20467. 

17627 

74534 

166.15 

875S 

17846 

S0555 

04,77 

80127 

14646 


D-Mark 

Spot 

03353 


OB 6 Q 2 

7J3B6 

20591 

07891'. 

38022 


08097 

.10707 

38421 

10000 

.5272 

43408 


07527 

9BMQ 

73256 

24379 

44011 

U259: 

03096 


40965 

110204 

£0523 


09626 

27040 

84547 

48945 

08087 

05472 


Other Spot Rates 


Country 

Argentina 

Brad 

COT® 

Cadi Rep 

Egypt 

Ghana 

ttngary 

IncSa 

Lnckxws® 

Kuwait 

NgWa 


Sterling 

16319 

18213 

QA9S 

580*5 

55434 

3CU5 

33618 

8*213 

B0757 

04833 

12320 


Dollar 

10000 

11161 

82700 

35570 

33S7D 

22 t 10 

20600 

39350 

73000 

03080 

75500 


(Country 
Oman 
Pakistan 
W J jp m es 
Poland 
Qatar 
Russia 
South Korea 
Ia.-wan 
Thailand 
Turkey 
UAE 


Sterling 

Qfp K? 

nan 

71801 

57360 

53W 

97226 

28427 

54607 

86284 

34«73 

59930 


Dollar 

44000 

44000 

35150 

35*05 

59500 

1*200 

33500 

52573 

209500 

357Z 


Interest Rates 


UK Germany 

Base 725% Discount 

Prance Lombard 

kitervenDon 330% Canada 
Italy Prime 

Discount 550% Decaunt 
Netherlands Denmark 

SpAdvance 330% Dtsoouit 

US 

250% Prime 
A50% Discount 
Fed Funds 
500% Spain 
450% 10-dRepo 
Sweden 

350% Ftepo(tere) 

Japan 

850% Discount 0 50% 

500% Belgium 

550% Discoint 275% 
Central 330% 

475% Switzerland 

Discount 100% 
435% Lombard 313% 

Bond 

Yields 









Country 

3n0i 

chg 

lyr 

chf| 

2yr 

ehfl 

5yr 

chg 

10 yr 

chg 


439 

000 

458 

-004 

488 

-007 

535 

-002 

566 

0 01 

Beigaxn 

356 

•001 

333 

ooo 

408 

nn? 

4.74 

-0X71 

533 



339 

mv; 

459 

ac 

497 

on 

520 

006 

544 


ECU 

434 

boo 

450 

ooo 

J39 

ooo 

490 

007 



France 

nnn 

000 

365 

-005 

420 

002 

469 


520 

001 


363 

aoo 

394 

000 

410 

001 

477 


521 

001 

Italy 

497 

-006 

501 

004 

492 

•aio 

507 

■012 

555 



035 

om 

054 

000 

060 

ooo 

115 


185 

-003 

Wands 

356 

ooo 

391 

-002 

4H 

002 

4J» 


5W 

000 


455 

-nm 

440 

pra 

443 

•on? 

485 

000 

544 

001 


437 

-002 

502 

OOO 

503 

■nn? 

555 

-054 

583 

-016 

Stand 

VI9 

-004 

132 

-005 

156 

•003 

236 

000 

320 

■002 

UK 

700 

ooo 

763 

-005 

635 

-nn? 

634 

•002 


-005 

US 

509 

000 

508 

001 

544 

■001 

546 

001 

553 

002 


Money Market Rates 

Oremlflld 1 week 1 month 3 moitthx 6monfli» 1 W 


Treasury Bis 
UBOR 

Domestic Oeoos 
Eixoswkng Daps 
Bgbto Bark Bis 
Sterkig CDs 
EwodolarCOs 
ECU Deposits 


715 700 715 700 


7T9 731 
719 731 


709 731 738 744 

728 734 741 747 
725 779 
X*3 737 
559 


747 753 
747 753 
731 723 
751 747 

564 

416 428 422 434 431 444 


750 753 750 753 

750 756 750 756 
735 727 

751 747 750 743 

567 


Liffe Financial Futures 


Contract 


Setriement 

Utah 

Low 

Eel floor 
volume 

Open 

Interest 

Long Gil 

Mar-9S 

12300 

12309 

1»A71 

66858 

182535 

German Bund 

Mar-96 

ITK.% 

W564 

UK ?o 

*9903 

228563 

US long Bond 

Mar-96 

1S53 





Baton Bond 

Mar-96 

11565 

0678 

1*45 

19644 

1*4* 

Japan Go/tBd 

Mar-98 

13052 

13065 

13052 

726 


3 Mth Sttxtng 

Mar-98 

9246 

9247 

9244 

17306 

W2552 


Jun-98 

9260 

9261 

9257 

*753 

113645 

3 Mth Euromark 

Mar-98 

9622 

9624 

8622 

3760 

365023 


Jurv98 

9608 

9611 

9606 

40179 

32726 

3 Mill Eurotra 

Mar-98 

9460 

9463 

9455 

w~rm? 

TOuD 

65736 


Ji/v98 

9531 

9535 

9527 

T32K? 

132023 

3 Mth Euroyen 

Mar-96 

9901 



. . 


SMihEutmnss Mar-98 

9632 

9034 

9627 

6178 

73457 


Jun-98 

96* 

9817 

9211 

£380 

30664 

3 Mth ECU 

Mar-98 

9557 

9SIW 

9654 

1422 

8990 


Mar-96 

9557 

9557 

9555 

661 

643 

FTSE WO 

Dec-98 

503850 

- 


- 

WM 


Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

SetUflciwnt Price: 526440 


Series 

Cell InsVbl Put 

Imp Vo) 

Call Put 

CaU 

Put 

Call 

Put 

5200 

292 25 

179 

24 

CT 

134 

49 

247 

131 

5250 

262 25 

199 

24 

_ _ 

99 

65 

217 

61 

5300 

232 25 

22D 

23 

, . 

69 

87 

*6 

172 

5350 

202 24 

242 

23 

CT. 

46 

T* 

156 

192 


Commodity Indices 

Base date Last 
«70=Y)0 


Goldman Sachs 


Index 


Agricultural 1970=100 
1983=100 




ind I 
Livestock 


1977=100 

1970=100 


Prec Metals 1973=100 


17139 

22660 

6099 

15271 

16848 

38246 


Chg 

-023 

•234 

033 

000 

■022 

187 


%chg 

■013 

.102 

021 

000 

-0.13 

049 


530pm 
31 Dec %chgYTD 
2626 -2038 

23123 -200 

8586 -2897 

16879 -953 

19103 -1180 

46354 -1740 


Energy 


■ prices at 530pni 
wm Cnjdef&Uerroi) ProducJsfMonrw) 


Brent CrudefSOiarrel) Gss ofl(S/u»ie> 

IPE Oma Crag Vo) IPE Omi CHq »5l NVM lari Chg Spot C1F MW Eur 

Fee 668 009 SOW Jon 14475 -100 CSS Jm 1839 GasM®e95 17300 

Uw «(T OM «S 2 Fee 1*650 -IS O F-* 697 CC8 NaphUia «300 

Aty »S 007 63® Uar WSO 1£0 257E Bar T££3 COG r^rii 1*730 

Apr 17*0 CCO Pud OJ 135=55) 7700 


Industrial Metals 


LME (Sienna) CmH 
AftxwramHG 
AhxnrwnABoy 
Copper A 
Lead 
McM 
T® 

Zrc 


Chg 3 iwhiMi 


M715 14725 -H50 

1340 CSC -1050 

663 16C3 -550 

558 559 5C0 

5U0 SJV/ 1 CCK 

54fflj 5410 4‘0C 

1C585 10605 -ICO 


Chg LME stock* Chg 


M» M315 

■360 065 

t92 «33 

563 £63 

5e2S 5645 

5375 5380 

082 *84 


■105 


624250 222S 

•13200 560 

-65 339900 3350 

5 11 1425 125 

66654 132 

13040 0 

■*90725 -650 


-!D0 

» 

-1 


Precious Metals 


pm flx/J per oz pm fix- C per os Coins (5) 

Day s Tc.y 5 Days Years DaysYrs 

Sa £ia ciq trade chg 


PLdraim 3S9S0 -45*7 -ZS Pas-j-i 2193C 2*5 490 KJu'jra’XH. £8915 -6e05 

PaflacSun 2d CO -OBC 63 CO Fatol^r. C2J5 673 5335 Sen 6796 

Sfw» 602 0« 126 Slter 1M 002 C84 .Ncfifes 35605 

Grid 2820 0 -160 -75 TO "Jbcty Led 233.15 -6680 


Agricultural 

Cocoe Coffee 

Bartoy 

Potatoes 

-at&Xtym 

Lge Potatoes 

UFF8 

Lmwo 

UET 


•JrFE L'Lrtrfa 

UFFE Licroc 

AIA STOkkg 

Mar9B 

105000 

Jan 96 

173000 

p« -0 

VerSS 9200 

A Sec £6400 

Mav98 

107200 

Mar?8 

69800 

Marga 7750 

Ppr9B T2300 

Apr98 67150 

JuB8 

109200 

May35 

*?G CO 

fJay93 7850 

Vk/98 12400 

JunSB 67950 

Wot 

3585 

Vot: 

4898 

Wot 40 

VOt 58 

Voir 33182 

White Sugar* 

Freigm 

Whom 

Com* 

Soya Beaus* 

UFFE 

SilUTO 

UFFE 

smeia 

LJTE *Sni» 

CBOT CuTOLlRM 

C50T 5.5a K* 

Mar98 

30450 

Jan98 

itscao 

Jan92 8065 

1.1*98 2UOO 


May96 

3030 

Fecse 

122500 

Ma« 8300 

MaySB 27QT5 

Mai98 3090 

teigSS 

31080 

Ap98 

C75C0 

May9S 2500 

JJ98 27S25 

UaySO 3460 

VoF. 

5181 

Vol: 

19 

Vot 385 

Vo): 33932 

Vofc 389 


100 Largest Insurance 

Fm® 0 M n far 


Funds 

FunJ 


M Odir 


AXAESlMmr« 
:i*Eaa» 


UAULL ._ . 
Atcwy Eouty Sri 4 
AUtyBngmecrui'jw* 
AnwyMnamaSi/* 
AttwliMUItnigDO 
AhbtyNficreUFEoiTr 
AdOTf&aityACTiwJ 


Alim IU ami Ac: 3 
AMDi/taD 


’ CiKbELrefl 
AMDwCOrEquty Act 
Akad Duos Ocn* H nc 5 7 
Alod Ckriwr Uananu Act 
AtaJ Cut* Ettoanr tec 
eedwEcutyAcc 
Sarelsy: herul Ax 


BiK»-,lfa«rwa •« 
BtoFera hcow 


BacKHcnaMgdht Sor £ 
OJ LbrecoB 
CU ST Earn) 
CUVMiPr* 
CeafawiTOijScFii 
Qerl*edFiOHSIly 
Oor Med Pa officraa 
rtarUadWWiPnifte 


m Early ! 

EApa SBrMsrigBdSa : 
ww OTkanacn 
Firanij piob Miragw 


Fr*nfc PPDrlKEajTj 
BiPrsta 


FneXbPrwWBil 
OAfterlMriEealY 
OAPicilua earmw 
GALMMUtylfauH) 


Tan UanagM 
■danUA 


&*»San|LA Easy As* 
OuaasnLLAHiAec 
Ousaan LLA Usnaeo ax 
K tSralEtytff 
MSameiUimredSciA 
nan* aw tfasej 
Adncrid N« UmagBa 
Lags SGwwraEa Act Sws 
legnf & GaflU wi te Sor£ 
la^l&OgrmiMannsdACT 
inxniLawniMtee 
Uiuai ilk/ 0 VK£c act 


*271 S2JSC 
n**J TO<2 
rate 
«73 icr 
3E*5 UK 
££ 1 ^ -nv 
ea« to-:c 
«i7s rax 

8505 <9*20 
=71 D i2S**C 
38750 ’-iWS 
2£2c aa 
sew Z5C*; 
*9T 5iS) 

Mfi4C 

75HQ 70U) 

B3UQ C7A2 
Arise a*a 
lax 

ir.s ik« 
8*579 88350 
5**cs rrn 
pcx Titan 
•■asre tie 

3520) 0120 
42990 EED 
JE77J 4C823 

nuo tea 

2H2U 2?ES0 
2M70 J35iC 
«« B22 
■3660 u?t 
8143) 6*630 
22260 ZWC 
TCE3) TKUO 
«50 6753) 

ran ran 

38960 4C.C 
BUD <59523 
77l» 850 
cm 30 85790 
SSflO 3C48C 
*70 7*50 
7S2SO 7325 
m«3 2223} 
BOH 3090 
6*170 67760 
nc® CC2JC 
557IX) 37570 
wffl 71780 


■JICTh ILK/ ■ kraa 3 Ac 
OTvSre S U tsfray fo te; 
UrftnUaEsrr 
UCTira LA L5M 
® 10 LLrvign: Act 

U & 3 teccroirtf Bone tec 

wmss Fio: 

UCLua &w?em 
IKrtLKESJM 
W Uwronn 


L'CTVtysd 
WiV! 0 *rxr£, “iirfiM 

rr.vciKEaiw 


towa KrjQri ® uu 

.'CTindi U»e»s 

NOiKTi U-iMM •.5yi> 
EareEsj 1 . 
FsanKsna^dW. 
PrjJtuLKciSc: 

ftckrt Ifcl 
ArpDtoK 
•t-rfScccuaLw* 
Rsyi'SKKMKeBSft 
toAr^naofaSr 1 
ScsAiEXC»ixcdS8i: 
Sea E qai^tytL-W 
ScatAVamncc 
Sattaeii^ 
iwm&nOM hu ftuo Cn= 
5c= Bfcacee tm ni*- Era 
S« n«*s 
ysac wiMav: 
%C®3T35CU?| 

Sudani Eusceai 
sanaxcAc Em 
tamaa la =n«; hw«! 
SanCrdhtyajK 
5ai Alsica =54?f 
SenAksutio-dgad 

S®LfaOdP>scPAcc 
SreLOoDoais tec 
Soil* Eawvtet 

SeilAUsagedtec 

5&n LACanm Cffi-lty Ea 
Srr Li*? Canaan Cfrarylia) 
Swi ue'Cnd* Eun* Aa 
EdiLfaCmealUte: 
TSS&uty 

I56Ha<iatyim 

R0MS.H59!! 


0130 73SAO 
TDM 7?190 
Q1BI 3D S) 
?«d me 
mco eim 
13530 ISO® 
ctw GLCCD 
rocs IS £D 
M62J SLOT 
6f*30 KUO 
A.AV, ®1J3 
M18P 1*92) 

Bra son 
K*ltl 2B850 
3*49 Z»l! 
■773? ST3> 
WLf l CTrfl 

3*390 icm 
ono IE7M 
471T 49230 
5%« U370 
zslq asm 
**689 23980 
ay y raao 
CC933 6CO 
35660 37S5C 
39060 >020 
am 3MD3 
aw £5530 

w® ran 

576SE 60MB 
6U3C £5030 
groin ctib 
2620 vsob 
OBX 11580 

sa*o ss« 

9073 6SK) 

xnss wa 

w m rorawi 
23320 3*650 
3*0BD 35880 
2050 Z37Q 
35950 32060 
ZMO «3A0 
8*60 saso 

0O65D WOO 

53360 SOD 

57 1 g) 55L2B 

30550 asm 
38100 *0750 


. ; L -2 


\o& e l C 

I rne s r« fleCt cr m 

wn “ 

» , V’^^ rse • 


Kt'K*<s f * ,ce> 

■ - 


tv*#* 



h«T./r- 


■f^acd (T'"" '. — ^ rnvS 

P u: ‘ -* 

-r.tr. 


-Mf I 


- sL r. ***& 

:•■-■ ■ JW V 


^ dSt 0th l' 

^ownerjo '" 5 few Ha 
^ofLord 7HL.nl 

tfTp— — f ^ 

^ rfd,e £ :;.i£ 

a lerts ^ ' 



■i&hA 

^BBoom 

•wiq Bh~ 


UYPE310M 
2- JO Hobt 
j.?o S mff 
o.43 WOO* 


Sl-H- 


=^ - -- ■ 


r.i-' lh 'i*® », 

"SS-TO^-S 


i-JttfSST ' r- 


- ' :: .-.■oti 
G te 1 Tky ** 


-jijcaiw 5 S=t». - j "r'.J 
.- t r : ;- :sitr n ■** 

■3K :• • :r - ' ; j_ 

^ ~7ry nCy ra- 


«! FflESTON “ms’i 
* added 2 ni?« 2 Ty 


,5C7LSi: : raS 2 v 
:5»rns- - r '- -■ 
iGos-T-c-j” • 
rafiki'^r're - ; '-' 
. ®k r - 

; Sw - z ----- : 

2 . ~ : -- 

v.w: 


WAiDEPJ m 

Va’jE sa.u 

' • . sttr± st 


■ . ■.-«••' --# 

• '■■-■ . tTjfr. 

--• '-‘-'I'm 

** 


*lra!,>ri;r : ;■ . 
z r 
' »-.=•: X - 
K-T-JMi =•:? . 


sscjck-.-;:—*-:- -i i. 

'tos: ~t : u. a- r-n 


■ -.T ■*•*« 

■-■' its« 

•— «--;Jrad 
■- - ?- 
’-.- 1 - ' i-.'tfa 

rsiiir • 
l iW *- 


™B :r: 

'■>7 

SJT -!•■•;-'- 
■'x-r.-.« -. s . .: 

nff-B-j, ' 

fir:;-.'. -V: 

^r: K; -_ ir 

>*•>;*- 

’’SfSn 7 


"VC 

' - .I. * *”3» 

".J-*! 

• •- . ?.-•-*■ "fa k 

-*•!■: -•± r '.- t 

■ nr ’ , •*; 


-v 


E • ., r c | { ~ 
’■ --• • '.e.-w 
• • ■*?:. Wt 

fi Lr'B “•.“ .» 
■-’ ■*.■*** 


JnSer-W™^ 1100 * 

"Kr;_ ,Eoi3 - 3 aided 2m Pm 


•SEP* 


“ “VEi Cit “ • V - r 7 "• ’ - ■-- 

; t~r ' . ■ - “-r, ** 

~ ^ ' " "J’-?*- " U* 





■;^"VSe-.:5ir - - -JEP-vra 

vT 0 -^ 3.1 c«.-*rr?.-: 4 - ft* atwn, ■ 

PCFWGcbE 

--~:r .v ^ 







25/SPORT 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 7 JANUARY 1*>98 

25 


Jockey Club let Lingfield off lightly 


Fourvfigure fines reflect 
the Jockey Club’s 
displeasure with both a 
trainer and a racecourse, 
but Greg Wood believes 
that one of the offences 
merited harsher penalty. 

The punishment, so they say, 
should fit the crime, but it is not 
a philosophy which the Disci- 
plinary Committee of the Jock- 
ey Qub seems to recognise. Two 
hefty fines were handed down 
by the authorities yesterday, but 
the conclusion after the wrong- 
doers emerged from Portman 
Square £2^00 lighter is that a 
trainer trying to pull a moder- 
ately fast one during a post-race 
auction is more disgraceful than 
a racecourse misleading the 
entire British betting public. 


Roland O'SuQwan, the train- 
er in question, was fined £ 1 ,500 
after he was found to have pre- 
vented a racegoer, John Duns- 
don, from continuing to bid for 
O'Sullivan’s mare Harlequin 
Wdk. after she bad won a sell- 
er at Lingfield on 9 September 
last year. The racecourse takes 
a significant cut of the selling 
price after such events, even 
when the winner is “bought in” 
by its original connections, and 
O'Sullivan was alleged to have 
told DunsdoD: “You don't haw 
to give money to the racecourse, 
you can see me afterwards." 

O’Sullivan was surprised by 
the verdict. “As far as I'm con- 
cerned, I'm innocent," he said. 
“Mr Dunsdon had indicated he 
was finished bidding and I was 
standing right next to him. It was 
then that I spoke to him. It's a 
lot of money and Fra staggered." 


Martin Farrell, O'Sullivan’s 
solicitor, added: “Mr Dunsdon 
said he did not recall what Mr 
O'Sullivan said and that in no 
way had it influenced either him 
or the outcome of the auction. 
I am of the view that the deci- 
sion was surprising given the ev- 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Qismat 
(Wolverhampton 1.00) 
NB: Bawshm 
(Wolverhampton I JO) 

idence, and that, given the facts, 
the fine was excessive." 

His last point is one with 
which maDy punters might 
agree, given that Lingfield race- 
course was fined £500 less by the 
same committee for issuing 
flawed information lo the bet- 
ting public. The track’s execu- 
tive admitted that it was at fault 


on 3 October, when the rails on 
the straight course were moved 
by about 15 feet, and the start- 
ing stalls were transferred to the 
far side. The changes were 
made due to safely concerns, but 
not until immediately before rac- 
ing was due to start, by which 
time many bets had already 
been placed on the basis of ear- 
lier information. 

The late switch in the posi- 
tion of the stalls was a particu- 
lar blow to serious punters who 
are well aware that high num- 
bers have a significant advan- 
tage when the stalls are on the 
stands' side. Following the late 
move, that advantage was not 
merely cancelled out. but ac- 
tively transferred lo horses with 
a low draw. 

Geoff Stickels. Ungfield's 
clerk of the course, appeared at 
the hearing in his capacity as di- 


rector of racing for Arena 
Leisure pic, which manages the 
track. He refused to comment 
on the specifics of the case, al- 
though he described the floe as 
“what I expected". 

But anyone who backed high 
numbers on 3 October might 
have expected rather more. 
The races on the straight course 
were won by horses drawn two 
(of six). six (of 12). nine (of 14), 
five (of 16) and four (of 15), 
which strongly implies that the 
normal state of affaire at Ling- 
field had been turned upside 
down. “I believe the size of the 
fine demonstrated the Com- 
mittee's concern that action 
was not taken earlier to rail off 
the unsafe ground," John 
Maxse. the Jockey Club's 
spokesman, said. Many will feel 
that £1. 000-worth of concern is 
nol nearly enough. 
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Savill adds to the mounting pressure on Wakeham 


Ludlow calls off the chase 


A leading owner joins 
the criticism of Lord 
Wakeham’s performance 
at the helm of die 
British Horseracing 
Board. Greg Wood reports 

Lord Wakeham spent yesterday 
occupied by one of his (many) 
other duties, as head of the 
Press Complaints Commission, 
but in the racing world, the 
complaints were very much di- 
rected at Wikeham himself. Pe- 
ter Savill, a major owner and a 


member of the British Horserac- 
tng Board, added his endorse- 
ment to criticisms made by 
Gerald Leigh, one of the coun- 
try’s leading owners and breed- 
ers. Support for the former Tory 
chief whip appears to be van- 
ishing even faster than the Con- 
servatives’ majority on 1 May. 

The latest dispute centres on 
a financial plan for the raring 
industry drawn up by a com- 
mittee beaded by Savill and 
which the owner thought had 
been adopted by the BHB. Just 
days later, however, Wakeham 
referred to the report as a 


“wish list", much to the annoy- 
ance of both Savill and Leigh. 
It has also been widely leaked 
in advance of its expected pub- 
lication date oext week. 

Yesterday, Leigh called on 
Whkeham to resign, saying that 
he had lost "the support of his 
board”, and of “the broader rac- 
ing industry". Savill did not go 
quite that far, but pulled up only 
a few strides short “I'm not say- 
ing that he should resign at this 
point in time." he said. “I’m just 
saying that I’m not happy from 
the point of view of the financial 
plan, with the leaks and the dis- 


cussions in the press. I feel it is 
unhelpful to the raring industry" 

When asked who he blames 
for the leaks, Savill said that 
“everyone can draw their own 
conclusions. I think they were 
leaked deliberately with the in- 
tention to undermine what the 
review group was trying to do." 

The annual Industry Com- 
mittee Forum next Wednesday, 
which will at last bring Wikeham 
face to face with his detractors, 
now promises to be a lively 
event. A good thing too, per- 
haps. given that it will he held 
at the headquarters of BAFTA. 


Tvo steeplechases were called 
off at Ludlow yesterday when 
the Richard Dunwoody- 
pannered Clifton Beat stum- 
bled and unshipped his rider on 
the flat in the novices* chase. 
Following complaints from 
Dunwoody. the stewards de- 
cided it was unsafe to go ahead 
with the remaining chases. 

Dunwoody said: “There's a 
hole at least 1$ inches deep as 
my whip goes in down to the 
flap. My horse is lucky not to 
have broken a leg and I'm not 
prepared to ride over that part 
of the course again." 


MUSSELBURGH 


12L40 Manful 

1.10 Chilli Boom 
1.40 Fem Leader 

2.10 Sprung Rhythm 


HYPERION 

2.40 Hobbs Choice 
3.10 Singing Sand 

3.40 Woodfleld Gale 


GOING: Good to Soft (Soft in places} 

• RfeM-tand oval cans wftfi t&n turns. 

• Came is Sn E of EdntMtft an AV Edinbuigh sWban 5m. ADMISSION: Club CT2: 'br- 
tarsafe SB (OAPs and unemployed E3J. Accompanied und&-16s free. CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M H am mo n d 29 wfonare from flB rimers gives a success ram 
of 2%. JH Johnson 17-94 flEl%). P Montoitti 0-71 (T83%j. Mrs SBrateuma Tl-87 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: S Storey 14 wins tain 122 rides gtees a success moo of 115%. A 
Dobbin 13-89 (G3%J, P Niven C-69 (174%). R Ganftty T1 -53 (208%) 

• FAVOURITES: YKwvts* 263 races (414%) 

V1SORERED FIRST TIME: Stalda Cosmos Boy (UD). 


presranatey because oftfietes&ig gaud Apart Irom ms beng an eaav contest he e ateo 
teeing trtod in a msec wtfch was not declared 2 Ayr and he has not worn one on the FtaL tb$- 
terrtydo.now a rswyear-dd and mho log ha way corapteitey tad season eat* pong robe 
dffkait to beat n Ms g-ade wsn aa hs ■faritm Although he arty jus missed out 00 beng 
last of the ai Cisfete on Tr; reappearance, he cW at least shape a Kile benei and camot re- 
oly go ta ««Tcng a (he level Chfl Boom's second won a low 10 BricyiisiDne at Leces- 
ar on Near Day was more B-atye case ot so iwetteighflvng to tarn up ihehcllavwng 
end Raaul&Mrt. who has been placed «i seme moderate races, a least Unwed he bad a 
58fef in hrn when thta behtad Tabriz and Stem Vtetey (winner twee snee) at Doncaoer last 
Une. tab tudes winner Prophils Pride was uiquofBd and taied oft n two attempts on the 
Fttnttieautum Selection: STAKE CASNO& BCV 


19 An I PRESTON TOWER MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,650 
1 4.HUI added 2 jd Penalty Value £2,185 


1-6 BROI1EROF MS {85) (BF) (M H G Systems Lto) MrM Reretey 5 1! 8 PMmn 

OOP-OO DARK MIDNIGHT (22) |DALantarQOLamb9Tl B J Burke 0 

JEW GOSPEL SONG (28) (CtasN Wheats) A MMans Bllfl .BHanflng 

0600 INMAN VIC91QV (S4J |J RTi/ner) JTtrrw5 Tl 6 — - — R Supple 

3 NANF\H.(M0)pD&»t«Txirs^ WtELPcnsCSTia CataBtan 

Of REALLY USEFUL (22) (fttei Ogden) UloduferS tl B LWyer 

0000 51VEB HOWE (7) (Cartmei Rscng) D fcfcflaB5 n 8 

OWfl THE VALE (37) (W Srrath) R McfofcrS H B. 


40 7TKXJAN RtSX (25) (A (take & D Jackson) M’S U flweley 5 fl 8 


-DJI 

Supple 

G Lea 


0000 *MLL!E HORNE Head Mouse Estate) Mladuta fill 8 CMoCotmecke) 

0 MONIECRESm(Sa)(WsJBhaion)l*sSftal«no51l3 MrlfBracbutnef5) 

BADGE OF FAME (FI 26} (J Lawson-Brown) K Baley 4 o f) HWUmon 

2 FEB- A LINE (9) (RnBrs CLO) M Hammond 4 T) fl RGantty 

BETTING: 13B Manta, 7-2 Brother of Irk, 4-1 tkwpri Song, 5-1 Badge of Rune, 13-2 fee) A Ltae, 

10-1 flaaOy UeehU, TVojn RMk, 25-1 oBiera 

1997: Best Ot Al 5 Tl 2 U Mcttrey B-1 P Betty) n ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Badge OT Feme travels al the way up from Lambotm tor Ns lutflng debut and was 
dtfarant gear to those oh the Fla*, he was, though, mow ot a atsyeri and over to* tight 
track MANFUL, wttfi hla one-race o**rienc* may haw the edge. ktanhJ has some teir 
Rat form ID tea credt. friertng INrd wider W sane here m the summer, and hotoed be- 
hind French HoBy and Ledgendry Ltee at Ayr n November was a promang start over 
hmdtoa. Evan rf you rywre the flret who are laslui and have bc ft im ance.jnosa 
tamecfaiafy behexl haw gone on to run wal to give the torn? a reascad loott Trojan 
Risk, rated twhef than MartU on in© FteL has shaped _we» n bo» sians omr hwtfcs, 
y« stabie Jo^ay Peter Wvbh ridaa Brodter Of Ms. A Cartste b ^y lBr W0 ] n8r ^ S8a_ 

wBiotharOt Irishes not bean out alnca funning bstow par o n test g roydn a biaraw 

at SedgafiaW at October and wi at least prefer this aastar s«1a» Mrty Htmvnond 

PINKIE HILL CON DflTONAL JOCKEYS SOLING HURDLE 
lvl in aqr re\ nnm added 2m Penalty Value £2,248 

iP) 

.SUeiroM 


1 Af\] CARBERHY TOWER NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
J ,HU I E) £4,000 added 3m Penalty value £2,882 

1 CP-33B THESHY RADRE (ffi) (Wtaac (Ckri Eresiefltrg) Lid) I Semple 9 12 0 . . .BHndng 

2 2-2CU4 FERN LEADER (B) (D) (torn WOrd) C Grant 8 HO . . NWitemuonB 

3 23-5U0 UP FOR RAWSOUE (8) (D) C T Woociey) A 9 IQ C . J Supple 

4 UF62U3 COTTSTOWN BOY (5) (Hon T Cocftanei US S Mure 7 10 5 Mr M BiatAwme (5) 

5 35-P21 SELDOM BUT SEVERE (B) (CD) (cEllctf)EEEtftB TO 2 (7ei . J Catoghan B 

6 6PS23F WAR WHOOP (87) (Abn Casnsi Lfes L FksseC 6 D 0 . . . M Foster 

7 233406 TOfrS FHUNGS (22) (0) fCte+tod ftarg) Mrs D Tbsmson U k) 0- . AThomton 

8 5D5F3 MULUNS (7) |A G D Molfaa 7 11 0 - . D JMoflMt 

-8 dectoed- 

Mtabun » wytt JOS. TnehaocepmigtttV/artoiooo. Jonys Feeirgs 69 J3b. Mbtfos 58r Tto. 
BETTINO: MSMdom But Severe. 3-1 Ooosmwn Boy. W« Whoop, 7-2 Fem Leader. 10-1 Up For 
Ransoms, tony's Feettngs, 12-1 The Shy Padre. 18-1 Uudns 
1997: no csre R tandng race 

FORM GUIDE 

FERN LEADS? has btrkere cm w ffie frs: ane since runmg suOSc-^uent wrtnet 3ctarria- 
tipue Ciosa S Perth m May and iney could ma>« at die dtteranca l-te jum&ng muon better 
the season and. hanng rui Gomm neo Schecuie to a ner* ac H&mam on ms reepp&aranca 
he uort wal tar a long uay tarn wei out at the handcap and n testing contfoons behsio the 
same horee n a rrwen saonger raa at Cartsie last ame. WW Whoop was vyng ter the lead 
when he le* tour out m Kings Ltnstreft race at h£4so at the begmng ot NcMentoer. Cotlstown 
Boy cenwig down n tart a lance Het Jianprg has rw been Cwstwr B<^s Strong pom 
and he moated his nder a the first here r*ne aays ago loav^g Sektom But Severe h- 
tte to beat. Of the the*, Seldom But Severe who had shaped qixe ncety against Noo&a Sound 
M Sedgefieti the Mna before: eprababiy the most retabte Selection: FERN LEADBt 


3 E5 UTT1E MISS ROCKBI (9) (I* S Ms R Ancfefscn Green) A Qd&i 4 t) tl D Pater 

4 33B40 SHrS A WINNER (4) (P UsMtlJ P Wortoth 5 11 9 I Jardne (7) 

5 43C1W SALBI BEACH (30) (Ms Daed Manhal) M tottuttr 6 10 1 M Moloney 

6 4-aooP C8J1CCOMMA(8){btasltoEemaryJeffi8ys|WRead7iOO. C McCormack p) 8 

-8 declared > 

Mntrnxn weight, tost Ttus tmUcap irefgrr Cefic Comma 9a 4b. 

BETTING 5-4 Hobbs Choice, 3-1 Monkey Wench, 4-1 Salem Beach, 8-1 Little Mu Rocker, 10-1 

She b A Winner. 2S-1 Cette Coirme 

1997: KaisKo 7 10 4 S Mekose (7) ifi-i (R Alan) B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

In such a weak race the suggestion at a price Is CELTIC COMMA, who was also en- 
gaged r the novices' chase RAO) She has shown precious &ttte. hence her being tt> 
out ol the wwjpiis proper, but the sharper couw may suit her better after Cartefe tost 
week (puled up behnd Luacadou) She stoxid be at home in the gramd with Celtic Cone 
beng her see. and she & worth chanceig In her fra handcap with Calvin McCormack 
(two wnnere here Saturday) damng Hobbs Choice has a leadng chance In His 
weaker race after her second to Fen Terror (winner agan since) at Cafterich (2m). and 
she stayed the tnp previously when a neefc-seoond to TopottHnorthracng at SedgaOetd 
Salem Peach was a moderate son over hurtles last season, but she rs a winner over 
fences this season and has a feather weight today She must have a fine chance it she 
copes with the muddy condtions. Little Miss Rocker won a smal race at Bnghasn tor 
Ian Baking and she again had only two to beat on her ludes debut at Cartel & She has 
been n two stronger novices since and k another with hope provided she goes through 
the Tound She's A Whiner, taied oft m a safer here an Saturday, ran better here pre- 
viously when taurth to Dashmar r a seler-tn which race Monkey Wench finished fifth 
in her first-time Wrkers, whch are left oft the trie Selection: CBJIC CONMA 


2.10 


rinnit niu. vwnvi • —— „ _ 

(CLASS G) £3,000 added 2m Penalty Value £2,248 

P OCEROTE (zq (Dtunpoiar Partnered) -Sffi ! 1 4 


Si SBBSSB^W 

F-3363 |«C«fTIOn-f!ej{DGaaylBnlJTarer5fl4 a ”-- 

hbu wrcwBLAD»pa5(WbfSF«^n^^ R,w ^ 61013 — 

5P JBJJ BEVELH) C12)(CE Sherry) B Bscn 6 « C 

S^CASeKSBOY^tAafta^ft^BBto^DB ECaftoghEmV 

5P2 cHBJJBOOUM(W6ndt*wDean1towgCXb)RSnrpaon4t)i Atares 

20-1 HotcUas Lady 25-1 Ctawme, 33-1 Jffly Biweled 
ttanm B h BA Dobbin 2-1 ta IPggJgJ™ 

kk rasaJOS BOY way ofm^ of these on the Flat 


MILL LADE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £4.000 
added 3m Penalty Value £2,749 

1 FF340- WHATS TOW STORY (264) (Jeny Wrr^ij) p R WCha 9 2 0 . AThomton 

2 2123/1 SPRUNG RHYTHM (8) (Sportrg Has Beensi KBafisyfi Tl 5 17©) HYfil torn 

3 503m MAJORS LAW (Q (Mss J ftjmfcrf) R Srrpson 9 10 13 f7esn - D Bridgwatw 

4 PO-lP BARDAROS (4Q (D) {Vest J S ftossaT) »ss L Asset 9 01. MFosta 

5 /4GS2 YOUNG STBfEN (to prlyrniUreSBratfariw 7*0 . Mr M Bmdbume (5) 

8 Q3P-00 WATER F0WT(52)(G 4 PBaf«rUd.GtobeEns^ee*ng) J JONM 60 OR McGrelh 0) 

-fidedared- 

AfWns^ln^e^lit• 10a True tasxSop nwgto touno Steven 9tf >3b Vtefprronf to a& 
ffiTTHKL- 11-8 Sprung Rhythm. 158 Ma)or’s Law, IK! WhM't tour SWftf. 7-1 Young Saw. 8-1 
Bardaros. 16-1 Water Font 

1997: HgNand Park n OOADotbr«-i (R CraggsiSran 
FORM GUIDE 

A decision has to be made whether or not SPRUNG RHYTHM e bene* ciass- than Ma- 
jor’s Law and Young Steven Kin Bafey defivered the perfect New vears Day present 
tor Sprung Rhythms owners at Windsor when the gekfing landed some hoi bets on ns 
fret tun tor over two years Obviously fighting fit lo land that touch. Spnjrvj Rhythm s no 
certainty to improve (mher. but he dd come home alone after makng every yard and 
It makes sense to run hin under a penahy belore he e penateed by the twichcapper 
This b a stronger race, but a Should be noted mat Sprung Rhythm once In-shed second 
to » MUfigsn at Uttaratar before ha leg problems, so tne chances at hs ceng k> io 
concecfing 6b to Major* Law would seem to be wrthr ha capacities Majors Law has 
often shown a preferwice for a fight lra<* such as this. Rod Senpsen has gc* hre n year 
heart and thtee-mSe stamina should not be a problem after the wuis at Bangor. Sirattord 
and LeteeMa: The New Years Day wn was galnod by a wide margin from Cassios Boy 
and Sprung Rhythm wB nave to be bang on song agan to beat hfrn TOong Steven rs 
from a yard with a good record on the course end he was second here over Ctinsimas 
to a very decent son m Stans You Man. " ’ ‘" ru 


0 ini AULD REEKIE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5,000 
1 u l added 2m Penalty Value £3,355 

1 314-32 MONYMAN (47) (CD) iTrevor fforinngsl U Nflnmond SCO RGantty 

2 FT122 SfNGMG SAND (2S2) (CD) [tttmlcn house Lnredl P Matodi 6 It 3 A Dobbin 

3 UONTHAVE (22) (C) (D) fD Sr Ctai ) J Gotoe 9 tl 2 „ ..Stoytor{5) 

« ‘*330- ARCTIC SANDY p7to IS MreRavmrt Anderson Green) iOfcw 8 TO 0..B Storey 

-4 declared - 

BETTING: 6-1 Monyman. 7-1 Montrave, 7-2 Stogtog Sand. 8-1 Atcflc Sandy 
1997: no wntspcncing race 

FORM GUIDE 

When Monyman beat Dev*y here last season the ground was fast He limps IZsl n 
the mud today and could be worth opposng even after he fine second to Pemybridge 
ai Antree (2m 4f] when the tnp seemed a shade too far for him The barbe- hardened 
MONTRAVE tees n here and wi be hard to beat with his ability to stay further He re- 
peated ha win of last year when battling on lo hold Piritan and Balyfira over two and 
a halt mdes Iasi month, and he might |us outstay Singing Sand, who s having his fret 
run of the season Swgng Sand was a dual wnrtng novice last term and kicks off n hand- 
icaps on a decern mart- He wnid not be a surpnse winner and looks much better than 
Arctic Sandy another reappeanng after a lay-off Selection: MONTRAVE 


.JA McCarthy 
. . I Jart&ie (7) 
M H Nougfam (5) 
. NWllamson 
. B Storey 

J>W»w 

.. -RS^to 
. ... GLae 
. N ftanrtty (7) 


Selection: SPRUNG RHV THM 


MILLER HILL MARES’ ONLY HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,500 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £2,556 

1 nftm HOBBSOfOK^Pto^LfttelGMMooreSt 1 X). JCaBagtanV 


2.40 


2 83535 MOMffiYWENCH PO) (1^ (Vte JD GoodbtoM JDGaxfctorr 7ti 3 NHorroefcs(7) Lad 


o Af\ I MUSSELBURGH MAIDEN OPEN NH FIAT RACE (CLASS 
H) £1.550 added 2m Penalty Vtilue £1,175 

5 SUN ALLEY (32) tl i P Partner**:) P Wfitba 5 11 * 

2-54 MmfSIOUX(9)iTPFnch)PMonte<9i5l1 O 

SCRAP MAN iMre C L Bel) 6 EKscn 5 ti v 

S SIKANDER A AZAM (47) IJ E Greenal) C <3ram 5 mO 
0- SUNSET FLASH (347) r.i D Gcodtekw) Iks J '3oodtalo» 8 tl t! 

4 W00DRELD GALE (88) |Mrs M 3 3ctx*ey) Mrs M Rewtey 5 ft H). 

FLUTTERBY LADY rEnrdeartovs ftraiq Ckt>l LLung?5ii 5 .. 

nRlNTTY ll*s i A Fewest) B Uaaaggan 6 n 5 
SCOTMAIL LAD IG BrowaBWascri) G M Uoore4 t> fi 
-9 toured - 

BETTING: 7-4 Slkanto A Aton. 5-2 Erin Alley. 5-1 Woodfleld Gale. 6-1 Mlnlsfoux. 12-1 FUtefiy 
Lady. Scotmail Lad 33-1 ottiara 
1997: no corresptn ceg race 

FORM GUIDE 

Erin Alley has me edge on form after finshing cloefit to Muskhfl at TowcestW than did 
WOOOFIELD GALE a Bangor Both gave ot t-e*ig capable ol bettet witn Wtood- 
hefd Gate who was ease-1 when held n flrashing a 22-ten gfh fourth of 17 to the Ntehoi- 
son star, grven the noo Erm Alley, who » from me fcanWy ol Aimtie Ctot and Townley Stone, 
ssayed on tne closing stages to be beaten yia over hire lengths by Muskhdt at Towces- 
rer hte wi enccunter smWar grourfo idday and hoWs an obvious chance Sttander A 
Azam a pleasing thrt to Brarripieni Cwke a Haypotk. met a tea) tenai n Jusdn Mac an 
Amtree ne* i tree He should be ngni there once more in the seenwigfy weaker race Mln- 
■ Sioux has shown abkty n two bumpers *xi the course and cs.*M benefit by today’s soft- 
er ground, wrtte 'he market mav rare a ckre io the worth of Fkrturby Lady and Scotmail 

Selection: WOOOFIELD GALE 


WOLVERHAMPTON..(AW). 


1.30 


HYPERION _ 

I Qismat 1 JO Primary Colours 2.00 Bongo 
) Noballno 3.00 SWAN HUNTER (napjaJO 
■M-K4.00 Elite Hope (nb) 4-30 Redoubtable 

IG: standred. STALLS: fosda DRAW ADVANTAGE: 

SC 



SSjbST 43-20 r (M5N). 
aURT TESrae a-twe (3ml r-uuuutmnch M30L 

HS) FWST TIME Itoonspai ^ 

double (A3Q) (vfooredV SharebMi GW (A30) (vfscredl 


TEMPEST MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 1m 1 00 yds 

rKARADM (423) R W**«mI**» S( R?Sff* 

. BWVFWBB»(B9JL^»fi497-— ..HU«*is 

. wwOTBUST(247)Rhgam9 97. 

. BALACLAVA (BQ I Bempto 38 6—-. 

. LANDfiR*04)HCc*ngr*fe4386 
NETTA RUFWAMJcfrt5Wi386 - 

. H0f£Y STDW4.(10^ M Cter~ 

IIONCHAMA JSpeafiQBSI 


CYCLONE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 
added 3YO 1m 100yds 

1 oeofr 8RANSTONBBWY(60)JLEyrB97. .0Ptos3 

2 0302- PRRIARY COLOURS GO) pBF) Jltaree95 — 21 WsFarii 5 

3 00612- BAWSAN(5D) (D) JLEyw92 — TWB3THS1 

4 42205- PRWCEASHlBGH(54|PH8d*T)8a LCfomock2 

5 aWC ». L BMk»AHn ROUGE BBlMJohBlon 8 h -Dean Md<co«ai4 

-Sdeetoed- 

BEmN&MPiktoyColto*. 7-2 Berelaa 82 Bran8lon Betty, 5-1 Prince 

Arftogb, M Botowrd flotiBe 

BLIZZARD SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
„ (DIV 0 £2^00 added 1m 1179yds 

20000 . ANONYM (MKCJJL Eyre 60S- 

80608- IOCH STYLE pP) (C) H HtMtaeadS B O I 1 **** 

StVWJ ONE SHOT (5) WIAA5 B 13 

25- BONGO (12) C Thorton 4 B DBM MrtPtori* 

00000- CAMBRIDGE BLUE (21^ iSorolB 4 8 12 
nr»M HEAP GARDENER (5) NLIBriOden 4 812. .5«*onfi8» 
J0500- HOLLDY*AYIfiODYP)BtaUBfion5B0-S^^BinP)fl 

04060- IRSKWhB6HIS(36)KBu»487 DaneCTNeair 

-Bdedared" 

BETTING: 7*4 Bongo. 3-T Anonym, 9-2 GardsiM &-1 loch 

IIWtinHfilgKs 


■c «JX- GEJB1AL EQUATION (30i (D) J BaBrig 5 7 V N Carfiete 10 
O a'KO GLWMERWG HOPE (J23) [' ^ : V Martin Dwyer 11 

- 13 dertoed - 

iUkvTun kUI 7 a i<lb In* heifeap eeghfc IrrvEtpn sa. rMwn crfcuW 
Tm 71b, General Eqivbon 7a SO. Gtenreenng Hope 7 si -M0 
BETTING: 7-2 fanp Express, 51 Kobalina 8-t Alfst 7-1 Sue Me. 8-1 Abry 
Jane. HStons EMufive, 10-1 SA Cottage. 12-1 others 


4.00 


3.00 


2.00 


HURRICANE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 

£5,000 added 1m 4f 

1 «K& ARCTIC THUNDB1 (39) (D) B Pakng 7 £ 0 TSprake 10 

3 Sim- SWAN HUNTER (32) (CD) DCc«F?wvJ. SO GlMganitofi 

3 xaC- AISAHIB f» (Cl W IK 5 9 C CLoMher(3}3 

4 1320: TOP (75) M Ryan PMcCa»(3)9 

5 M604- BREAKTHE RULES (74) (D) P Ifchote 6 9 o Aie«Gfea»«8 

6 0430 0UET VENTURE (B6) I Serif* 4 94 MTW*u05 

7 aora- PfiEUER GENB1ATI0N (30) D Aituthnd 5BG SWhtawrth7 

6 2&413- IIR F0RTYWWKS (34) (CW J L Eire 4 87 TWterm.1 

9 30«0- MOONSPBJ.(J1B)My/tonsai4 86 MF«rtim2B 

t) KM66- AMBtDEXTROU5(114) (0) c AHcn682 DWng«4 

-lOrtedSrtd- 

BETT1NG: 3-1 Swm Hunter. 7-2 Break The Rutee. 5-1 Ur Fortywr*s. 6- 
1 ftjaahlb, top Jam. Premier Generation. 10-1 AmWdertroua. 74-1 oth- 


SANDSTORM AMATEURS HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) (DIV I) £2.500 added 6f 

i 0000-1 PAGEBOY (6) tCO) PHadam9 tt OSeg 

Wss E Ramsden (3) 3 B 
i- OG4-P IAKHLID (5) (CDj D Chapman 7 n 7 -fifes BChrt 10 

3 OCCG- ELITE HOPE (12} (CO) N Truer i-Vt Ur K R O'Ryan (3) 6 

4 0&40J- NEVB1 THNK TWICE DOT) (D)fi*s A E Johnson 5 tit)- - 

Hr A Jacobs (7) 4 9 

J 23220- HI UUJTAHID (120) S ►JtUewe* 4 04. . Ur C Bonner B 

6 6001> LENNOX LEWIS (20) (D, DffcfKfcE C? fifea U feuthen (5) 9 

7 3808 SUGHtTy OLIVER (4) C'Wfems499 JfeE J Jones (3) SB 

4 50030- Sffl TASKER (30) (Q(D)JL Hart ©96. kb B Saunders (7)1 

9 iXCOO- YOUNG BEN (77) J Vtenwn?te 693 -MreCWiBams (5) 78 
■O »»» SEANCKHn5S)PFi*y»>S'« _lir J Crowley (5)2 

- ID da dared - 

iiwjrt 9sr3ifi r/wwwjms toirejBen tofiCi Seancftato 1 B>. 

BETTING 5-2 Hbe Hope. 7-2 Pageboy, 5-1 H kfujtafikL 8-1 TfekhUd, Lerwa 

Lents. 1M Young Bw '- 1« Nwer Think Twice. Sir fester; 33-1 others 


4.30 


14*1 


HUnumion j sfreig i — ----- 

PMSSYGR®f(83) JHefhrtrtSS I— 

. orSMATpS) HA*baty381 — 

SAUTS DANCB1 8 Mctahon S 8 1 
sea RGpaBT Deaton 381— 
8US1AKW (UB) B 9twt 3 B 1 


AUcGtooslO 

.DeanUcKaoMiB 

jaBniMrfi 

_Jftre*i87 

AltectoyU 

_Sf5Bten(n3 

_JQdno1 


2.30 


jwhDiwn 
JBflHhha tt 


Ij(WierieyHaitpJ2 
J fete 13 


— 13 declared - 

ta am*, w Htwy sum. « 

ifcy pbiflere; SuefeJOK 19-1 Prtddy Gan «M o™" 


MONSOON HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
, £4,000 added Sf 

1 2348- N0BAUM0 (20) (D) «*s Nfiftc aiBy4911 - -f MdtebaPl S 

2 30000- SHVWORD DREAM (30) W 1 J B *“ ,,5# V2i?S2 

i ^ “S?SrrH 

T 60300- BCfwaiFresT^fWTjWDCh^Bas.T^^ 

8 50Q3D- SUEfiEfBl) DNdd5683 - L Orafno at » 

a SUMSETWHB0URC8)(D)Sl<a^57h^PBra^Tm3 

D 40002- ■«* EXPRESS WBPW9** 7 ®- — ^^3^8 
Tl ansm. mjoreB(EpniVE(Bq EAtoi«7D — -Jthrinn 


f^30 


BLIZZARD SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
_ (DIV II) £2,500 added 1m If 79yds 
00658- ETHBAAT 112) (C) M Heacn-Efe 7 0 13 AOaik4 

«065- NORTH ARDAR (12) N brimoaeri 88 0 S Whtremrtfi 2 
OOOOO- SAKHAHOV(28 )PEc« 5 98C DaneOTteill 

anoto- SOLDER GOtf (17) (CO) DBJtfdSSO D Sweeney (3) 7 

VC006- CEE4WL (12) U JCbnsun J 8 1 ? Jftmmng 3B 

0<020 DOffT WORRY MIRE (50) JSffr^rg-e 12 PFeKeyt 3 ' 5 
0- SOBARDO SAJI (30) J M Bradey J ? C SDrowwS 

OOlMI DANGSTOUS WATERS (S) - 1 - 9 B P P Murphy 13) 6 

-6 declared - 

KTT 1 N 0 : 4-5 C«-H-K. 6-1 ElhbaaLSofdier Core, 7-1 Oonl Worry M*b. 

B-i North Ardar. 18-1 Sakharon, 33- 1 others 


SANDSTORM AMATEURS HANDICAP 
(CLASS G) (DIV II) £2.500 added 6f 

1 OOJi-l REDOUBTABLE (4) (C0) D Chapman 7 11 »IB®) 

.kites R Ctei 3 

£ 40000- CHBBCAST (132) JLEyte 5117. .. .(its CWajmS (5)2 B 
i iiXJ- MIKES tXXJBLE (t2) (12? G keltew 4110 JfireO Jonas IV 

4 6603- COPreBaCH(B2)KCflmertrt4<6. Mr J Owen (5)9 B 

5 J30E5- TIME TO FLY (34) (C) (D) & ktaay 5 C3 .. Jfes A Bscy 5 B 

6 t&K- SHERATON GlfiL(T4» N Lmnden4 9 S 

Ur J Tyfer-llonia (7} 7 V 

: 53541 RIVER ENSK3N (2) fD) WMEtefioumf 596(6«) 

Mbs M Brown (7) 4 

t OXlOCr LmLEIBNRP0)(CD)Piis*W794 . . 

fifes E Ramsden O) 6 V 

l 130300- TOMMY 1WPEST (30) (C) R Peacock &93 .. 

- -MraCPwcodt(5)8V 

-9 declared - 

Mux rar new to Vb True ftanrfiap wagtr Jammy lumpen 82 Sb. 
BETTING: 2-i RedeufafaUe, 7-1 »var Ensign, 4-T Time To Ry, 5-t Mia's 
Double ID-1 Chemeast, 16-1 Utile fbnr, Sneiatai Girl, 2s-1 outers 


Harlequins ready 
to accept Carling’s 
decision on future 


O’Sullivan: Staggered 


A more relieved figure lo 
emerge from Portman Square 
was John Smith, clerk of the 
course at York, who was cleared 
of any misdemeanour following 
the late abandonment of the 
track's fixture on 11 October. 
The card was called off at 10am. 
much to the irritation of train- 
ers who were denied the chance 
to send their horses elsewhere. 


William Hill have opened 
betting on the Arkle Trophy at 
Cheltenham and make the Nod 
Meade-trained Dardjini, im- 
pressive at Leopardstcrwn on his 
chasing debut, the 4-1 favourite. 

ARKLE TROPHY (Chettartoam. T7 March] 
William HUfc 4-1 Dsrtfre. 9-2 Boardroom 
Snutflet 7-1 t-a Society. B-1 Crack On. Di- 
rect Route Edelweis Du kAoUBn. tO-t Queen 
Ot Spades. TB-i fkxncane Lamp, KadastroL 
Mandys Mamma 20-i Ashwel Bay. CMefs 
Song Magical Lady. Nortfiem Starfighl 
Space Truckar. 

MILDMAY/CAZALET MEMORIAL HANDI- 
CAP CHASE (Santtown. Saturday) WUam 
Hilt 7-2 Hrn Of Prasa 4-1 Dom SarnarasL 
7-1 Hermes Harvest B-1 Harwel Lad, 9-1 
Wire A Hand. 10-1 ANC Expwsa FJ Of Cats, 
tortdire Gate 12-1 Cal b ADay Cette AMjbjs 
u -1 Paisons Boy, 25-1 Dakyns Boy, General 
Pongo. Setw Stephan®. 33-1 Equity Playar. 


racing resu lts 

ungfield . 

l2 .40; 1. SQUARE MLE MSS (N 
Caiate) g-T ; 2. B* Warned B-T ; 3. PakA It 
pf ur* «-i Bran. 15-8 fev OiirohftShad- 
ow pth) 1 . UN Bany L^fTiwumJi Tcte 

£s m cast czoa ssso. df: fiiaea csf: 

64B37. TMcast £g89Sa Trio: EXVMa 
1.1S 1. ENGLISH INVADER (S &mda^ 
4-1 ; 2- Krayyan Dawn 7-2 fey, 3. Coart- 
Haro 25-1 10 ran. Vk rfit-hd (C 
Dwyer, NfiYfmartBtJ- 1W»: ^800; Eim 
E62Q DF: ESStt CSF: MSB. THcast 
£2gaaQ Trio: E620Q 


145-1 DOUBLE OSCAR (Atex»«eres) 
TiJ-Z. Mystical «MO; 3. Ultra Baal 2-1 
fev 9 P fiSchofis, Thrak). "fota: 

SiiSaMa«oDftBaacsRCTaa 

Trio- £35ft NR: Roftey Sphrtey. 

2 . 1 KiTbEST OF OUR DAYS (Dean McK- 
2. Mia* Bananas Tt-2: l 
Stailny 14-1 77W. 1 7. lOTIMri. 
S33 w!?TWk E2B0: ClSft £l» DF. 

wSba (p p Murpny) 5-1: f- 

SSSfl*. £ 

Pfiatv raOQ EUQ DF: CSR £7163- 


3.15: 1. MOGIN {J Oram) 4-1 : 2. GrooiM 
Gold & J fav: 3. HomaMaad 03. 8 
vh (T J EpsoffT £550- 

nil E2B0DF: £501 CSF: WX* Tncast 

£2 |!w: 1. DAWS ROCK (S Sandere) 1&2: 
2. Allstare DaiKar 12 1; 3. Fancy Deafon 
SQ.L9t*i.5-2f8vDuBL ; sM-rti (WfAiT 

DF: CSF: £6786. Tncasf £1594£ 

Trio: mom 

Jactoot C34.7S540. 

Ptocepot £2430. QuadpoL r2tQ 


LUDLOW 

1.00: 1. VILLAGE KING i« Drawwrivi 
7.1; 2. Sarouaf WtlSarspln 100-30 3. 
King's Banker 11-1 17 ran. 3 i la* BuW 
Boy (4«ft>- "*• 1 ' p H0 “ ie - Win0,teddl Tote: 
cam. r24Q caso. c^to Dual 

H850 Corepuiet Strjghl Fraecasi. C292C 
Tno £4630 W. Mi SireculaiOf 

1 JO; 1. HURRICANE LAMP Thoro- 
W1) niO lav2- Stonn Damage &- 13. Snv 
pteArlthmraic J-l 8 ran (3 finished) S<Jea 
(D fifichcteon. Tempt CSuiimgi Tote - £’09 
114a Cl90. OF. «60 CSF V60C 


ZOO: 1 . AMONG ISLANDS iMr S Cteack I 
9-i )1 Lsv. 2. B» toy Meadow ?^-l 3 Gabo- 
va L'-i 13 ran *-* i' Royai Tnen ifitn 
j OT-ru (R Lee Presteqnei Tote: £2SO 
Ci-JO £10 7a C250 Dual Fflreeasf 
Ccroputei bitaigrii Foieoasi £5301. Tno. 
£^7740 

2.30: Haco abandonod 
3J»: 1 . MANILENO (A P fAd.'Lyl i -2 lav. 
2 Effectual *4 3. Oakmom 1 7 ran 
•. j |M P(Jv. Weanqion) Wa: £150. £1<>. 
£150 DuJ FjrecdS CISC Curapufe Sftaigtrt 
Fwecay f 

3.30 Race abandoned 


4.00: 1. C’EST MOI LAUREL (N 
W*amsor) 10 -Ti fav; 2- L’ldaRs 7-2; 3 . 
Comell Cossack B-1 12 ran. 2 ;., Z (Mbs 
vwsams, Hereford). Iota: £l30:£t4Q £15& 
£290 DF- CS4Q CSF: C331 Trio: £7711 1«: 
Pnncess Helen, Sooprima. Tim French. Tro- 
jan Live. 

Place pOL £780 Quad pot: C310 
Place 6: £«4t Place B: £347 

• At Ludlow l he 2.30 and 330 
nnvs were abandoned because 
the siecpk-chase course was unfit. 


Harlequins are 
performing somersaults 
in an effort to present 
the predicament 
involving Will Carling, 
their former England 
captain, in the best 
possible light. 

Chris Hewett reports. 


If, as the Harlequins hierarchy 
expect. Will Carling calls it 
quits later today, he will leave 
The Stoop with a six-figure 
golden handshake and the 
promise of a lucrative testimo- 
nial match to go with the 
inevitable tidal wave of tributes. 

“Will has been absolutely 
fantastic for Harlequins." said 
Malcolm Wall, the chairman. 
“I’ve asked him to reconsider 
and the senior players have 
asked him lo reconsider but, if 
retirement is his decision, we 
will bring his career to an end 
with a considerable fanfare and 
do everything he deserves." 

Wall went on to deny that 
Carling's relationship with Andy 
Keast, the London club's 
director of rugby, had taken an 
acrimonious turn, although he 
hinted that the player's attempts 
to juggle full-time rugby with 
outside business interests had 
caused severe difficulties. 

Carling was scheduled to 
make a pronouncement on his 
future today and while many 
Quins insiders believe he will 
leave centre stage and head for 
the wings- “Always assuming he 
can find the wings after spend- 
ing an entire career ignoring 
them," joked a former col- 
league - personal friends indi- 
cated the decision was far from 
clear-cut. “The only statement 


Will is standing by is the one he 
made himself on Monday, say- 
ing that retirement was one of 
many options." said one. 

Car ling is midway through a 
three-year, £120,000-a-season 
contract and a pay-off would 
have to be agreed. Ironically, 
Quins have only just emerged 
from their most recent con- 
tractual wrangle, an out-of- 
court settlement with Keast ’s 
predecessor, Dick Best, whose 
abrupt departure from The 
Stoop resulted from an out- 
break of player power in which 
a certain Will Carling played a 
leading role. 

It now appears that Carling 
himself was behind last week- 
end's rumour of an imminent 
switch to Wasps. If he set the 
grapevine humming in an 
attempt to force the issue at 
Quins, where be recently lost his 
place in the Premiership line-up, 
the move backfired. Keast, a 
strong character in the Best 
tradition, was clearly pul out by 
the episode and spoke in un- 
equivocal terms about Carling's 
“responsibility to the club". 

Meanwhile, the South 
African Rugby Football Union 
found itself at the centre of a 
contractual dispute yesterday 
when Card du Plessis. the 
sacked Springbok coach, filed 
a £250,000 claim for unfair dis- 
missal. The former Test wing 
lost his job after suffering all 
manner of indignities during the 
Lions and Tri-Nations series last 
summer but now claims Sarfu 
reneged on an understanding 
that he would remain in situ 
until after the 1999 World Cup- 
“ Papers have been served on us 
and we’re prepared to go to 
court on the issue.” Rian 
Oberholzer, the Sarfu chief 
executive, said. 


Bristol’s financial problems 
worsened by fixture chaos 


It never rains but it pours, espe- 
cially when you are reduced to 
relinquishing the family silver in 
a last-ditch effort to keep the wolf 
from the door. Bristol, fresh 
from selling their Memorial 
Ground home to pay off debts 
running into seven figures, yes- 
terday saw £5U,000-worih of cash 
flow slip through their fingers as 
English rugby’s fixture rumpus 
look another savage twist. 

The West Country club’s lu- 
crative Allied Dunbair Premier- 
ship match with Leicester was 
postponed to allow the Tigers to 
complete their delved ‘Rtley s 
Bitter Cup fourth-round business 
at Coventry. A second Premier- 
ship game between Richmond 
and Bath was also put to one side 
so that Bath could play their cup 
tie with London Scottish. 

Fred Howard, Bristol’s bar- 
rassed team manager, said the 
club had sold all available hosr 
ptlality packages for the g3me 
along with 2,500 advance tick- 
ets. He was pinning his hopes on 


a successful appeal to the com- 
petition organisers, but mid- 
week options have been ruled 
out by long-arranged interna- 
tional squad sessions and with 
the fifth round scheduled for 24 
January, lime is of the essence. 

The chaotic knock-on effect 
of a single weekend’s rough 
weather will add fuel lo the fire 
at today's meeting of the own- 
ers of the professional clubs. 
Their frustration with the cur- 
rent fixture structure may lead 
to a boycott of next season's Eu- 
ropean competitions. 

• The Rugby Football Union 
confirmed last night that Sara- 
cens will visit Blackheath in the 
Cup fourth round tomorrow 
week, despite national squad 
sessions for which Saracens have 
agreed to release their interna- 
tional players. 

TETLEY’S BITTER CUP revtoete fourth 
round dales: TO January: Bate v London 
Scottish, Caveroiy « la^este. f^irajy Licra 
v RMdteft "test Hartfepool v WatefleW; 13 
January: Mosatoyv Sate. Worcester v Bris- 
tol: 14 January. BtecMieate v Saracens. 

- Chris Hewett 


BOXING 


Lewis to defend WBC title 


Lennox Lewis is to defend his 
: World Boxing Council heavy- 
weight title against Shannon 
Briggs on 28 March. 

The bout will take place in 
Atlantic City and is to be tele- 
vised in the United States by 
HBO. 

Last month. Lewis had 
agreed to fight Evander Holy- 
field, the World Boxing Asso- 
ciation and International 
Boxing Federation champion, 
for the undisputed world title, 
but the contest fell through af- 
ter arguments over the purse. 

Lewis, a BriLon who fought 
for Canada as an amateur, de- 
feated the Polish-born Andrew 
Golota in a title defence in ear- 
ly October, which was his last 
fight. 


Lewis, who has won 32 of his 
33 professional fights, is also fac- 
ing a mandatory defence of bis 
WBC title against the European 
champion, Zeljko Mavrovic of 
Croatia, in London in June. 

Briggs. 26, beat the former 
world champion George Fore- 
man on a controversial major- 
ity decision on 22 November, 
after which Foreman an- 
nounced his retirement. 

Naseem flamed will make 
the 10th defence of his World 
Boxing Organisation world 
featherweight title on 2S March. 
In his last fight, Hamed stopped 
Kevin Kelley at Madison 
Square Garden on 19 Decem- 
ber. No opponent or venue for 
his latest defence have been an- 
nounced. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

1,200 

The number of runners 
who will carry the Olympic 
flame to Nagano, site of 
next month's Winter 
Olympic Gam =»s. The re- 
lay began on Okinawa 
yesterday. 
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The Yorkshire 
tough guy who 
wore his heart 
on his sleeve 


Yorkshire cricket 
supporters wifi have fond 
memories of David 
Bairs tow, who was found 
dead yesterday. 

David Warner, who 
followed the former 
wicketkeeper's career 
from dose quarters, 
reflects on one of the 
game's great enthusiasts. 


David Buirsluw will he re- 
membered noi only as a great 
Yorkshire cricketer but also as 
one of the game's most colour- 
ful and energetic characters. He 
was a blunt man through and 
through, as tough and as 
uncompromising as they come, 
but also a man who wore his 
heart on his sleeve. ‘ 

"Bluey". as he was known 
throughout the cricketing 
world, had a love of the game 
and an infectious enlhusiasn for 
life as a whole. Whether prop- 
ping up a bar with him. fielding 
next to him in the slips or just 
talking about cricket in gener- 
al. you could feel the passion 
oozing from a frame which 
could have been hewn from the 
side of a house. 

It was this zest for living 
which made it almost impossi- 
ble for his friends and former 
cricket colleagues to take in the 
news yesterday that he had 
died with a rope around his 
neck. Bairstow's world, it would 
seem, had tragically crashed in 
around him at the end. but 
Yorkshire cricket fans will have 
abiding memories of watching 
him in his pomp and of seeing 
him wearing his Yorkshire cap 
with an intensity of pride which 
is seldom matched nowadays. 

I watched practically every 
game Bairsiow played in for 
Yorkshire from 1975 right up to 
his retirement in 1990 and one 
of the most pleasurable sights 
in cricket in that time was to wit- 
ness Bairsiow taking an im- 
portant catch stood back from 
the wicket off a fast bowler. 

Crouched low. he would he 


on the rise as the ball thudded 
into his gloves and in the same 
uplifting movement he would 
throw it high into the air. 
straight as an arrow, waiting in 
loud-voiced jubilation for it to 
come down again. 

Nobody during the two 
decades he strode the first- 
class stage epitomised more 
greatly the Yorkshire spirit than 
Bairsiow. a true Yorkshire ter- 
rier. dedicated to playing and 
winning for his county. 

As a catcher of a ball at full 
stretch, he was without equal 
among wicketkeepers of his 
day and as a middle-order bats- 
man he was an unyielding and 
aggressive as they come. His 
never-say-die hauling spirit was 
never beUer demonstrated than 
in a remarkable Benson and 
Hedges Cup tic at Derby in May 
1981 when Chris Old was York- 
shire's captain and Ray Illing- 
worth their manager. 

Yorkshire were 64 for 5 and 
sinking fast when Bairsiow ar- 
rived at the wicket, but tl 
seemed that even be was fight- 
ing a lost cause as further wick- 
ets toppled and he was joined 
by the last man Mark Johnson 
with 80 still needed. Bairsiow 
thought differently, however, 
and while Johnson watched on 
open mouthed, his sinewy part- 
ner produced one of the most 
astonishing displays of hitting 
recorded. When the winning 
run was struck with eight balls 
to spare. Bairsiow had plun- 
dered 103 with nine sixes and 
three fours, his second 50 tak- 
ing only 17 minutes. 

Johnson contributed just 
four to the unbroken partner- 
ship of SO. which still stands as 
a Benson and Hedges 10th- 
wicket record. Bairstuw's per- 
formance even had Illingworth 
swooning. “I've been in the 
game for 30 years and J have 
never seen a better innings 
than that," the former England 
captain said at the time. 

Bairsiow loved being the 
best at everything he did on the 
cricket field and nothing gave 
him greater pride than his 
unique distinction of being the 



Walsh’s reign in 
doubt as England 
contend with rain 


Had any England player cared 
to put an ear to a glass on the 
wall, he migh t have been given 
a clue as to the future of the 
West Indies captaincy. While 
Mike Atherton’s squad ate 
breakfast yesterday, the West 
Indies selectors were locked in 
deep discussion in an adjoining 
room, complete with a securi- 
ty man guarding the door. 

That strict “no entry" mes- 
sage highlighted just bow im- 
portant they regard their 
deliberations on whether Court- 
ney Walsh should keep his job, 
or whether Brian Lara should 
be given the armband for the 
coming scries against England. 

It is, indeed, extremely un- 
usual for any England te am to 
arrive in the Caribbean with the 
hosts in disarray. In past years, 
the firm leadeiship provided by 
the likes of Give LJoyd and Viv 
Richards has not required the 
West Indies Board venture into 
such serious debate over the 
captaincy. 

Brian Lara has emerged os 
the favourite to lead the side, 
but his appointment could be 


viewed as something of a gam- 
ble. Since the prolific teft-han- , 
der set a world record pf 375 
against England in Antigua in • 
1994. he has been reprimand- 
ed more than once. There were ; 
reports that the West Indies ‘ 
squad was divided between ’ 
Lara and Walsh in Pakistan. 

While the clouds of doubt 
hovered over the West Indies . 
camp, the only clouds, bother- ' 
ing England were the ones still 
rolling over Antigua and, from 
time to lime, dropping huge 
doses of rain on the nets. 

The new Caribbean Cricket 
Centre of Excellence was again 
out of use yesterday. The cen- . 
cral wicket has been continual- 
ly covered and is rock hard, but , 
Wellington boots would be re- 
quired to splash over the out- 
field. 

England got on with training ' 
yesterday on drier areas.on the- . 
Oub Antigua complex while 
waiting for more seasonal . 
weather to arrive; These clouds | 
can blow away, but will those . 
hanging over the West Indies? . 

- David Field 


Maddy in magnificent form 


England A 278-2 v Kenya 


Big ‘Bluey*: David Bairstow in his pomp for Yorkshire, a county he served with immense pride Photograph; Allsport 


only Yorkshire wicketkeeper- 
batsman to exceed 10.000 runs 
for the county and claim over 
1.000 victims behind the stumps. 

Other career highlights 
which brought him immense 


satisfaction were his 1 1 catch- 
es against Derbyshire at Scar- 
borough in 1982 to equal the 
world record and his century be- 
fore lunch against Leicestershire 
at Bradford three years later. 


He played a big part in help- 
ing Yorkshire to win the Sunday 
League for the only time in 1983 
under Illingworth's captaincy 
and was a member of York- 
shire's Benson and Hedges 


Cup-winning side against 
Northamptonshire at Lord's in 
1987. the year that Phil Garrick 
had (aken over the reins from 
Bairstow after three seasons in 
charge. 


Darren Maddy hit an unbeat- 
en century yesterday ns England 
A progressed towards a formi- 
dable total on the opening day 
or their threc-day tour match 
with Kenya at the Ruaraka 
Sports Gub near Nairobi. 

Maddy finished unbeaten 
on 136, with two sixes and 12 
fours. The tourists, having been 
put into bat, overcame the 
wash-out of the morning session 
to reach 278 for 2 at the close. 

Steve James continued to 
struggle on Kenya's low pitch- 
es and was dismissed for 29 
when Kenya’s left-arm spinner 
and captain. As if Karim, out- 
witted him with the flight and 
the Glamorgan batsman edged 
to Maurice Odurabe at slip. 

Maddy and the tourists's 
captain, Nick Knight, then 
forged a profitable partner- 
ship. They added 187 in 43 overs 
before Knight drove straight to 
Ravinder Shah at cover off 
Lameek Onyango just four 
short of a century. He had hit 
13 fours and a six during his 


innings but Maddy continued 
and, with support from Mark 
Ealham, steered England into 
a commanding position. 

First atv a/ lime; Kenya won toss 
ENGLAND A -First Innings 
S P James c Qdurrfco b Kanm 

-N V Knight c Shah tj Onyango as 

D L Maddy not out — 13fl 

M A Ealham not out - .7 

Extras (Bb7. wl nb2) O 


Total (tor 2, 70 own) - 


273 


f%iU 1-48, 2-23S 
Tb bat; D J Seles, A FVtJoH, A F Gtes, J Or- 
mavLtCMWRDacl OACoshsc PUHuKh)- 
son. 

Bowling: Sufi Tl -0-37-0: Angara 7-2-21-0; 
Shah 7-1-21-0: Karim *-w-1: Deer 4-0- 
Z7-0; Odurnbo 7-t-aoo: Petal. SO-3MK 
Tikato 2-0-16-0; Onyango 8-2-37-1 ' 
KENYA: *A Kanm. S Tlola H VtetWf, M 
Odumba. tK Otiena R Shah. L Onyango. J 
Angara. Z Dean. B Patel, T St£ 

UtnpIrM: S FWbI and M Khan i 


# England lost the Under- 19 
one-day series 2-0 to South 
Africa yesterday when they 
went defeated by 50 runs at 
Centurion Park. After Morne 
van Wyk had hit a top score of 
45. Gpoiam Bodi smashed a six 
and a four off the last two halls 
bowled by Jonathan Powell to 
steer South Africa to 252 for 9. 
In response, England’s batsmen 
again committed several lam- 
entable errors as they were dis- 
missed for 202. Durham’s 
Michael struck 56 not oul 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


SAILING 


Fiasco factor will surface if Sailor deal founders Perilous winds put fleet under pressure 


Wigan announced their intention 
to be the leading team in the 
world once more by celebrating 
ihe arrival of Wendell Sailor - 
even though he is not due lo ploy 
for them until next year. 

The club and the Ausl ralian 
international have agreed a 
two-year deal that will bring 
Sailor lo Central Park in 1999. 
Tlic fact that nothing is yet 
signed, however, will see doubts 
harboured that his voyage might 
>et be cancelled. 

This is uu unusual deal in 
every way. Sailor, only 23 and 
an established Test star, is un- 
der contract lo the Brisbane 
Broncos tor the coming season. 

After that, his contract w ith 
Australian Super League gives 
die Broncos u further option on 


his services, with a 10 per cent 
pay rise. 

That clearly does not appeal 
to Sailor, who flew to Britain at 
the weekend lo talk to inter- 
ested parties, soon finding that 
Wigan - funded by the Wigan 
Athletic chairman. Dave Whe- 
lan - were right at the front of 
the queue. 

“I’ve always expressed a 
keenness to play in the UK and 
now is the right time lo make 
the move." said Sailor. “I'm ex- 
tremely impressed with Wigan. 
They are a club very much like 
the Broncos." 

it is the attitude of the Bron- 
cos that will now he interesting. 
Sailor said that he had nol con- 
sulted them before flying across 
the world in search of a new club 


and could not sign a Wigan con- 
tract until he had returned to 
Australia and talked to them. 

Brisbane could still make the 
move difficult for him. “But my 
impression is that, when they see 
that I don't want to play for them 
any more, they won’t stand in my 
wav.“ he said. "I don’t think they 
are the sort of club who will want 
to go to court ov er this." 

The other possibility is that 
the Broncos might follow the 
example of other Australian 
cluhs, who have traditionally dis- 
liked having players around 
who are committed elsewhere. 

It is not inconceivable that 
they might tell him to pack his 
bags now. That would delight 
Wigan, but would give them a 
problem as well, because all 


Iheir five overseas import slots 
are full for this season. 

Whenever he does drop an- 
chor in Wigan. Sailor will be the 
biggest signing from Australia 
since the likes of Peter Sterling. 
Walk Lewis. Mai Meninga and 
Brett Kenny played in Britain in 
the mtd-8/k. The difference is 
that all those player, were short- 
term. loan signings, whereas 
Sailor wants to commit two years 
at least to a country where he has 
enjoyed two Australian tours. 

On a day when Wigan also 
announced the appointment or 
their former player. PhD Oarkc. 
as a director and prospective 
chief executive, their chairman. 
Mike Nolan, described Sailor's 
signing as demonstrating “how 
committed the board is lo mak- 


ing Wigan once again the hest 
rugby league team in the world. 
It is a fantastic move for Wigan." 

U was significant that Super 
League itself was represented 
at a club press conference. 

“Wendell Sailor is the Ronal- 
di i of rugby league." said its chief 
executive. Colin MyJer. "After 
some of the had publicity we 
have had. Wendell deciding to 
play over here shows that Super 
League is alive and well." 

It may be pitching it a little 
high to call iL as Wigan did yes- 
terday. the biggest rugby league 
transfer of all time. It is among 
the more notable, though. What 
Wigan and the game in gener- 
al must hope is that nothing 
happens to turn it into one of 
the game’s biggest fiascos. 


The nine boats in the Whitbread 
Round the World Race braved 
radically shifting winds yester- 
day as they sailed lo Auckland 
from Sydney on the fourth leg. 

“This is really nasty stuff. The 
wind is still clocking and is blow- 
ing between 25 and 32 knots." 
said Dennis Conner, who almost 
Jos! one of his crew overboard 
from second-placed Tiisliiha. 

“One of lltc guys was washed 
through the lifelines and held 
aboard hy his safety harness. 
Thank God. or we might have 
been employing our man over- 
hoard procedure." 

“it Is conditions like this that 
make me think about taking 
. care of the crew and boat even 
more than usual, and it Is a huge 
responsibility which 1 do not 
take lightly." 


Gunnur Krantz's Swedish 
Match was less than a mile 
ahead of Toshiba, while the 
British entry Silk Cut, skippered 
by Lavvrie Smith, was fifth, 37.9 
miles behind the leader. 

Before the night's excite- 
ment. Smith had experienced an 
exhilarating day under a blaz- 
ing sun on a warm sea. “It’s even 
more fun than the last leg, be- 
cause we are flying along at 16- 


18 knots." he said. 

Merit Cup also had a rough 
night which included a hair-rais- 
ing broach. "We ended up hav- 
ing to cut the halyard and after 
lying on our side for 10 minutes 
dragged the spinnaker back 
over the stern," the skipper. 
Grant Dalton, said. "The boat 
feels like a hired horse which 
has smell home." 


The all-woman crew of EF 
Education had lo deal with a 
large hole in the deck caused by 
the failure of a tack fitting. “We 
quickly ran off downwind to pre- 
vent too much water getting in,” 
their navigator, Lynnaib Beck- 
ley, said. The crew repaired the 
damage with board, foam, bolts 
and screws, but the emergency 
left EF Education 95 miles be- 
hind Swedish Match. 

The overall race leader, faul 
Cayard had decided to take EF 
Language hard south and had 
paid for it by slipping lo eighth. 

WHTTBREAO ROUND THE WORLD RACE 
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The American Dream' prepares to prove himself something more substantial 
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America’s Olympic 
boxing programme may 
well have unearthed a 
future world champion 
in the 24-year-old David 
Reid, who has been 
compared to Sugar Ray 
Leonard and Roy Jones 
Jnr. Gyn Leoeh reports. 


When Mcarching for a boxing 
prospect who might deliver on 
his promise in 199$. there can 
be no belter place to start 
than the American amateur in- 
ternational system. 

While a batch of British 
hopefuls, including Robin Reid 
Rvan Rhodes and Adrian Dod- 
son. had their bubbles burst in 
the weeks before Christmas, the 
United States’ Atlanta Olympic 


squad continued to ease ef- 
fortlessly into the pm ranks and 
the only American fighter to 
win a gold medal at the 1996 
Games. light-middleweight 
David Retd, is expected to 
challenge for a professional 
world title this summer. 

Olympic triumph has been 
the springboard to stardom 
for a succession of fighters: 
Muhammad All. Joe Frazier. 
George Foreman, Sugar Ray 
Leonard, and Oscar De La 
Hoya lo name but a few. 

The solid grounding by the 
US boxing programme, the in- 
tensive training regimes and ex- 
posure to plenty of top class 
international competition give 
an undeniable edge to those 
who seek professional success. 
And Reid, a 24-year-old from 
Philadelphia, is the latest to cap- 
italise on it. 


Before the Atlanta tourna- 
ment. Rl- id w as al ready viewed 
as the .American fighter most 
likely to succeed as a pro. But 
it was thought that his style, 
which features a heavy reliance 
on body punching and un- 
orthodox moves, might count 
against him in the weird world 
of amateur boxing scoring. 

And so it seemed as Reid 
entered the third and final 
round of his light-middleweight 
gold medal bout against Cuba's 
.Alfredo DuvergeL the reigning 
world champion. Reid was 10 
points behind before he land- 
ed a right-hand bomb that 
floored the Cuban and. as one 
New York journalist hud it, 
"was felt around the world." 

In truth, the effects of 
Reid's right-hander were far 
more localised. While the 
world saw an apparently out- 


classed fighter pull out a sur- 
prising win with a desperation 
punch. America discovered a 
dogged hero who, against ail 
odds, found a way to win. Real 
John Wyvnc stuff. Hardlv sur- 


INEW FACES 
FOR '98 


DAVID REID 


prising {hen that, as a profes- 
sional. plain old David Reid 
was launched as David "The 
American Dream" Reid, and 
promoted by a company called 
America Presents. 

For the second Olympics in 
succession, only one American 
fighter had won gold. But Reid 


will take heart from the expe- 
riences of his Barcelona pre- 
decessor, De La Hoya. who last 
year alone earned an incredi- 
ble S38m (£24m). Reid is still 
Mime way from the "Golden 
Boy" in terms of earnings ca- 
pacity. but the contract he 
signed on turning profession- 
al guaranteed Reid a record 
SI 3m signing bonus none the 
less and he is the first Ameri- 
can Olympian (o have his pro- 
fessional dehut televised live 
and nationwide bv Home Box 
Office. 

Mat Unlcy. the former tele- 
vision executive who heads 
America Presents, described his 
signing as the greatest talent 
ever to emerge from America's 
Olympic boxing programme. 
“He’s a charismatic kid with red 
hot power.” Ttnley says. "And 
he'll be one of the five biggest 


punchers in pro boxing." 

It all seemed set up for Reid. 
He had achieved some degree 
of financial security even before 
throwing his first professional 
punch, he had bought proper- 
ties for himself and his moth- 
er. who alone had raised Reid 
and six siblings. Bui his debul 
was delayed by an operation to 
correct a drooping left eyelid, 
a less positive result of his am- 
ateur career, and Reid has 
since undergone further 
surgery on the eye, with more 
operations likely. But although 
Reid has been limited to just six 
professional fights (all wins, five 
inside the distance) since turn- 
ing pro in March 1997, his 
emergence on the world stage 
is imminent. 

Stylistically, Reid has been 
compared lo his illustrious 
predecessor, the five-weight 


champion Leonard, and also to 
Roy Jones Jnr, whose own 
Olympic dream ended with an 
outrageous decision against 
him at the Seoul Games. So far 
Reid has demonstrated the 
blistering speed of both, but 
more pertinently the one- 
punch knockout power of 
Jones. And in his last bout, at 
Atlantic City in November. 
Reid dismantled Dan Connej- 
ly, a fighter Leonard had 
deemed too dangerous to face 
in his latest comeback. 

But it is contemporary 
world champions that Reid 
currently concerns hims elf with 
and there seems to be very lit- 
tle out there for him to worry 
about. The hest of the current 
light-middleweight champions 
appears to be the World Box- 
ing Organisation’s Ronald 
“Winky” Wright, a jicky south- 



paw from whom Reid will no 
doubt be kept protected for the 
time being. 

But by the end of 1998 
Reid will no doubt have joined 
Wright as a champion and es- 
tablished himself as the man to 
beat at 11 stone. From there, 
Reid will be able to lobby for 
a multi-million dollar fight 
with world welterweight cham- 
pion De La Hoya that, IFReid 
continues to develop at his 
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Stevenage hit out at 
‘Big Brother’ Magpies 


Stevenage Borough have been 
given permission to stage their 
fourth-round FA Cup tie with 
Newcastle United at their 
Broadhall Way ground - and 
they are angry with the Magpies 
for trying to bully them into 
switching the game to Tyneside. 

The Hertfordshire club’s 
chairman, Victor Green, re- 
vealed that he had received a 
telephone call from Newcastle's 
director of football adminis- 
tration, Russell Cushing, before 
the venue for the tie was fixed 

“Our lovely day has been 
spoiled because we have had a 
telephone call from Cushing, 
who is putting a bit of Big 
Brother tactics on ns,” Green 


said “He has informed me - not 
asked me - that he, together 
with his safety officer, is going 
to visit Broadhall Way, imply- 
ing quite clearly that we are not 
competent in Hertfordshire to 
decide what is a safe ground, 

“He has told me they are 
then going to put a formal ob- 
jection into the Football Asso- 
ciation, and it is a little bit of an 
insult to the integrity of people 
in this county. They are dead 
scared of coming to play at 
Broadhall Vfay.” 

Stevenage will only be able 
to increase their capacity to 
8,000, around 4,000 less than ex- 
pected. They had hoped to in- 
stall 6,000 temporary seats at 


BBC aridlTV agree World 
Cup television schedule 


England and Scotland’s open- 
ing matches in this summer's 
World Cup finals in France will 
be screened live tty the BBC. 

The BBC will show the 
opening ceremony followed by 
Scotland against Brazil on 10 
June and England’s match with 
l\inisia five days later. 

rrv will also be broadcast- 
ing the Brazil match live in the 
company’s Scottish regions and 
will also screen the two home 
nations’ second group matches. 

The potentially decisive final 
group matches - Scotland v Mo- 
rocco on 23 June and Colom- 
bia v England three days later 
-wfll be on BBC who will have 
first pick of the quarter-finals. 

JTV will have the first choice 
of the second-round games and 
will show England’s match on 
30 June, should they qualify, as 
well as arty second-phase game 
involving Craig Brown’s side in 
the Scottish regions. 


ITV and the BBC have 
drawn up a complementary 
schedule of live games, which 
w31 ensure that all 64 games are 
shown on terrestrial television 
in the United Kingdom. 

Desmond Lynam heads the 
BBC’s World Cup team, which 
indudes Gary Lineker, Alan 
Hansen, Trevor Brooking, Jim- 
my H51I, Mark Lawrenson, John 
Motson and Barry Davies. 

BBC Radio 5 Live will 
broadcast live commentary on 
all of the Englan d ftnri Rm tland 
games as well as other important 
matches. They will also be re- 
porting on every other match 
and John Inverdale will be in 
France to present their coverage. 
WORLD CUP AffMd totovtalon comae: 
WMnasday 10 June (Parte SaM-DenEi 
4J0): Brad v Scotland (BBCMV Scottish 
motors). Monday 15 June (Itarsemea, 


4.30): Scotland v Norway 
22 June HbuiouM, 8JJ): Ro- 
pTVJ. Tuesday 23 Jim 
8-0): Scotland v Morocco 
Friday 26 Jum (Lara, 8J>): Cotom- 

3 <aeg. 


their stadium, which currently 
holds 6,600 fans, but, after 
meetings with local authori- 
ties, that was ruled onL 

It is the planned temporary 
accommodation which worries 
Newcastle. “We are only both- 
ered about one consideration - 
safety,” their manager, Kenny 
Dalglish, said. “That must be the 
paramount consideration above 
anything else." 

Those unable to gain ad- 
mission will be able to watch the 
game live on Sky Sports on Sun- 
day 25 January (kick-off 
430pm). Newcastle fans wQ] be 
allotted 2,200 tickets for the all- 
ticket match, which could earn 
the GM VhuxhaU Conference 
dub around £250,000, including 
£150.000 in television fees - a 
major factor in deciding not to 
move the tie to the North-east. 

Brighton and Hove Albion 
will not receive any profits from 
the property developers. Chart- 
well Lane, following the com- 
pany’s £24m resale of the Sussex 
dub's former home, the Gold- 
stone Ground. 

The Hove MP, Ivor Caplin, 
had led calls for Chartwell to do- 
nate £lm from their profits to 
help Albion move back to the 
south coast from their tempo- 
rary home at Gillingham. But 
Chartwell, who bought the 
Goldstone for £7.4m and have 
since sold it on to Abbey Life 
Assurance, have said they “will 
not be malting a financial con- 
tribution” to the Seagulls. 

Middlesbrough and the 
Spanish club, Tenerife, have 
failed to reach agreement over 
a fee for the errant Brazilian 
midfielder, Emerson. The 
Riverside Stadium dub want to 
recoup the fee of £4m that 
they paid the Portuguese dub, 
Porto, for Emerson in 1996. 

— Rupert Metcalf 


Bradford bad 
blood leads to 
Kamara’s exit 

Chris Kamara was sacked by 
Bradford City yesterday after a 
feud with the club chairman, 
Geoffrey Richmond. Kamara 
paid for a poor run of results 
that ended in an FA Cup defeat 
by Manchester City on Saturday 
when Richmond dismissed him 
last night. 

However, Kamara has been 
at odds with Richmond for 
months over funds for new 
players and also when the chair- 
man criticised him in the club 
programme. 

Richmond will now turn to 
the former Everton manager Joe 
Rqyle and ask him if he wants 
the job. with the former Brad- 
ford player Stuart McCall, now 
at Rangers, also in the frame. 

Speculation about a move 
for Royle has been rife aod 
Kamara was unhappy at the lack 
of backing from his board. He 
has been in charge for two 
years and took the club from 
Second Division obscurity to the 
top of the First Division earli- 
er in the season. 

However, bis battle with 
Richmond could only have one 
winner and Kamara left despite 
his overall success with the club. 

Poland's international cen- 
tre-back, Pawel Wojtala, is the 
latest transfer target of the 
Sheffield Wednesday manager, 
Ron Atkinson. The Hamburg 
defender flew in for talks about 
a £2m move to Hillsborough 
and is expected to sign quickly 
and start the process of apply- 
ing for a work permit. 

Ally McCoist’s hopes of a 
move to help his World Cup 
prospects could be delayed 
after his Rangers team-mate, 
Sebastian Rozental. broke 
down in training yesterday. 
McCoist, a peripheral figure this 
season, was told be could leave 
Ibrox on a loan deal in the new 
year in order to remain part of 
Scotland's plans for the finals in 
France this summer. 

- Alan Nixon 









Blatter presses Fifa’s case for post-Bosman transfer fees 


f pressure 


Fife, football’s world governing 
body, is to consider three strate- 
gies for transfers in the wake of 
the Bosnian ■ ruling when 
officials meet next month, their 
secretary-general, Joseph 
Blatter, said yesterday. 

Blatter said the plans would 
aim to restore some form of 
transfer fees, as small clubs 
and poorer countries need com- 
pensating when the young play- 
ers they have nurtured leave. 

“One day, children will 
reward their parents for their 
education,” he said. 

He was hopeful of working 
out a solution with the Euro- 
pean Union, particularly be- 
cause Britain wiH soon take over 
the EU presidency for six 


months. “We hope (Prime Mln- 
isterj Tony Blair will protect 
football more than his prede- 
cessor,” Blatter said. 

Among other announce- 
ments made yesterday was the 
news that there will be do 
perimeter fences at the 10 sta- 
diums to be used at the World 
Cup finals, the French organ- 
isers announced. Tfoo cities- St 
Etienne and Lens - were hold- 
ing out against a Fifa order to 
bring down all protective fences. 
However, Jacques Lambert, 
managing director of the France 
98 committee, said both cases 
were close to being resolved. 

“Prisoners and wild animals 
should be behind bars, not foot- 
ball fens. They are not animals.” 


Blatter said. “In October 1996 
many people died -in a -World 
Gup match in Guatemala. That 
was nothing to do with fighting, 
but because they were too ex- 
cited and wanted to invade the 
pitch. The fences stopped them 
- the fences are death-traps and 
caused that catastrophe.” 

England’s bid to land the 
2006 World Cup received a 
fillip as Franz Beckenbauer, a 
figurehead of the German cam- 
paign, conceded that the tide 
was turning against his country 
holding the finals. 

Beckenbauer made his pub- 
lic approach to the Football 
Association at the Football 
Expo 98 fair in Singapore. 

“We are both wasting mon- 


ey," Beckenbauer, a World Cup 
winner as captain and coach, 
said of the multi-million pound 
campaigns being run by both 
nations. 

He added: “It will split the 
European vote and South 
Africa will get the 2006 World 
Cup if it goes on like this.” The 
FAs reactioa was guarded, but 
not unemhusiastic. 

“We have great respect for 
Franz Beckenbauer,” their di- 
rector of public affairs, David 
Davies, said. “We're bound lo 
give serious consideration to 
what he has said although we un- 
derstand that up to this point Fifa 
have not been encouraging joint 
bids. Our campaign has been 
going very well. It continues." 


Over and out: Birgit Heeb’s challenge in a women’s World Cup giant slalom at Bormio, Italy, yesterday comes to 
a calamitous conclusion as the Liechtensteiner takes a tumble. Italy’s Deborah Compagnoni, the world and Olympic 
champion, won the event, her fourth successive giant slalom victory Photograph: Stefan o Rellandini/ Reuters 
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Practice pays dividends for Rusedski 


Greg Rusedski, the 
No I seed, joined Tim 
Henman in the second 
round of the $lm Qatar 
Mobil Open with a 
straight-sets victory 
over Juan Albert Viloca, 
of Spain, on a cold, 
blustery night in the 
Gulf. John Roberts reports 
from Doha. 


The conditions were in keeping 
with a third-round FA Cup re- 
play in England rather than a 
tennis tournament in the Rnseo 
Gulf, but the chilly north-east- 
erly did not blew Greg Rused- 
ski off course. The No 1 seed 
successfully negotiated his first- 
round match against the Span- 
iard Juan Albert VDcca, 64. 64. 

One of the coldest days in 
these parts for 20 years left 
Rusedski's coach, Tony 
Pickard, wondering if their 
journey had been really nec- 
essary. “We came here for 
warm weather and the sun- 
shine.” he said. “If we wanted 
weather like this we could have 
stayed at home.” 

Pickard's long, successful 
association with Sweden's Ste- 
fan Edberg gave him a keen in- 


sight into the ways a big server 
should cope with the elements, 
but even Pkkard was concerned 
about the challenge facing 
Rusedski last night. “In all my 
years in tennis, I can't remem- 
ber conditions that tricky in 
terms of the wind,” Pickard said. 
“The flags were flying one way, 
but on the court it was blowing 
in the opposite direction. It 
was blowing all over the place.” 

When they practised in the 
afternoon. Pickard reminded 
Rusedski that the most impor- 
tant consideration was to con- 
centrate on putting the ball in 
play. Elementary, perhaps, but, 
as Pickard says, “when condi- 
tions are good you can do what 
you like with your serve, hut in 
a wind like that you can suffer 
by trying to be a hero. The con- 
ditions were even worse 
tonight, but Greg stuck to his 
task weD. except for one game.” 

That was after Rusedski 
had broken Viloca at the start 
of the second seL only to invite 
him back into the match. A net- 
ted backhand volley encour- 
aged the Spaniard to attack, 
and he created two break 
points with a forehand down 
the line, converting the second 
with a topspin return. 

Rusedski conceded only two 
points in his concluding four 


service games, both when serv- 
ing for the match alter an hour. 
In the previous game, the 
Briton made the decisive break, 
a confident return luring ViJo- 
ca to netting a forehand. 

Having opened the year on 
a winning note. Rusedski made 
light of the conditions. “It was 
the same for both of us,” he 
said. “I played my own game, 
aggressive serve and volley. If 
he passed me a hundred times 
he gets to wrn. but fortunately 
he didn’t do that. Last year, I 
didn't have my first win till 
nearly February, so I'm pleased 
with the way things went.” 

Rusedski was also happy to 
pronounce himself injury free, 
having recovered from the 
hamstring strain which caused 
him lo retire during the ATP 
Tour Championship in Han- 
nover in November and to 
miss the invitation doubles 
event at the Royal Albert Hall 
last month. 

He frequently trained twice 
a day over Christmas, relaxing 
at a castle in Kent he booked 
with his girlfriend. Lucy 
Connor, and her family. “No." 
he smiled in answer to a re- 
porter, “I was not the king of 
the castle.” 

None the less, the Canadi- 
an-born left-hander has cer- 


tainly risen to join the aristo- 
cracy on the ATP Tour. A year 
ago, he was ranked No 48 in the 
world, just another hopeful 
contender for high honours. To- 
day, he is ranked No 6, having 
been as high as No 4 after 
reaching the United States 
Open final last September. 

Rusedski's second-round 
match is against Karim Alami. 
a wild card from Morocco, 
ranked No 55 in the world, who 
dispatched an Hi-prepared Pete 
Sampras in the first round 
here in 1994. Rusedski is fa- 
miliar with AJami’s game, and 
so he should be. In 1991. they 
won the Wimbledon junior 
doubles title together. 

“We got on well as juniors 
and just decided to go for it,” 
Rusedski recounted. “It was a 
tough final [against Andrei 
Medvedev and John De Jager]. 
We came back after being 
down 6-1 and a break.” 

Sergi Bruguera. seeded to 
meet Rusedski in Sundays 
final, was defeated in the first 
round by a Spanish compatriot, 
Carlos Costa, 64, 6-2. Goran 
Ivanisevic, the No 4 seed, be- 
gan his progress towards a 
projected quarter-final against 
Rusedski with a perfectly be- 
haved win against Hicham 
Arazi. of Morroco, 6-2. 6-3. 
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Basketball 

The London Leopards guard, John 
Wtitaarto the Sheffield Sharks coach, 
Chris Frxft wane yesterday named as 

Butfweteer League and coach 

of the month. 

NBA: Houston 120 Tbronto 98 VltesNngton 
TQNewYbrk 06, San Antonio W Ortando 
SalflwBiABsBS Portland 82. 

Cricket 

Tumo ONE-OAY INTERNATIONAL (Can- 
twfon P-rfc) S outh, Afri ca Unjafrg 
2S2-9 (SO overs); England Ltodw-W 202 
Sa Gough 56 nft ft Lun* 4-«; 4*5 
Us) South Aftfce Under-IB won by 80 

™3SEXff*5^iiSj 

by 164 runs. 

Football 

ITALIAN CUP OuarteFfinaT first leg: Laato 
4 Rcxm 1 


MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: FA CUP 
Third. Hound: Tottenh am 3 (Pemence 2tt 
Coktarwood 28, Thytar og 61) Fttfmm 1 


0 Sporting Usbor a French League Cup 
Second round: Monaco 1 Mom (aftarex- 
tm time. Wort won 3-1 on penetin); Cannes 
3 Strasbourg La Hem 5 Latent 3 (set); 
MutrausaO Bordeaux 3; Lens 1 Heroes 0; 
Montpeflerl Nantes 0; Gueugnon i Metz 
9: Nancy 2 Baste 2 feet Nancy won 3-2 ion 
penetitioS); Martigues 1 Beauvais 0; St Efr- 
ems 1 Sodeux 1 (sot, Sochavx non 4-9 
on penalties): La Mans 1 Lie a Portiere 2 
fflmes 1 ; EpteaJ 0 Teuton 0 (abandoned 61 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Re- 


Bradford City v Swindon (from 3 March) 
Uieadey 27 January: Chaster vCartjfftfom 

v BrwSctytfwnS JmS^Doncaetfir v 
Mansfield (from 28 December} Postponed 
mMdWK Tuesday 13 January: Peterbor- 
ough v Doncastec Saturday 24 January: 
Caitiff v Mansfield; Mfrsxhem v Grtr**y. 
TRIAL: Otatar Thor G um t arsso n 
keeper) R (tea) to Sheffield “ 


Jack Marshal the former Sheffield 
Wednesday and Blackburn manager, 
has (fed in hospital in Rotherham at 
the age of 80. 

Hamiton have switched their Tennants 
Scottish Cup thiti-round tie with 
Ranges on 24 January to Mctfierwefs 
Fir Park on pofce advice 
ff Sheffield Wednesday beat Watford 
in their FA Cup third-round replay at 
HBsborou^t next week, their home 
fourth-round tie against Blackburn 
Rovers wiD be screened fare by Sky 
Sports on Monday 26 January. 

Ice hockey 

Nottingham Panthers have signed 
Reggie Leach, a TO-year veteran of the 
National Hockey League. The 46- 
year-ofd w S play alongside his son, 
Jamie, in the home game against 
Kingston Hawks tomorrow. 

NHL- Cortina 4 Ottawa 1 : Dates 4 New [Jer- 
sey 3 (ol): Chicago i Calgary i (M); Van- 
couver 3 Los Angstes 2- 
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Motor racing 

The Belgian Grand Prln has a week 
to see It Its organisers can wort* out 
an arrangement with the Belgian 
Government to avoid the race being 
chopped from the Formtia Onosched- 
Je because of a Belgian tobacco ad- 
vertising ban 

Rallying 

PARIS-OAKAR RALLY Seventh stage 
(OuarznzatB to Srnara. Mor): Cere; 1 J-P 
FoTtEnay (F 0 MtsutWfa 3lr 3Wi 3Ssec; 2 
B Saby (Ft) MtfsubteN +3rran 7sec; 3 J-L 
Sch feasor (Ffl BuQgy 3:51 ; 4 K ShnxoJca 
(Japan) MtsubsN w-27; s J Klansctvncm 
^Oer) Buggy 13:40; S H Mesuoka (Japan i 
Mtsubisn 14^0; 7 H Pescarerio (F<i Pruruck 
34^6: 8 J-MServta(Sp) Toyota 35 D;9P 
Wamberaue (Ft) Toyota 35 47 10 C Souza 
(Portl) mettoohi 36 -5i OveraB: 1 Saby mv 
Bitw 47Bec 2 Fontenay +*t«i Ifcec. 3 9h- 
naziAa 9:58: 4 Schtesser t3:25: 5 Masuo- 
ka 1:02J7; 6 B Manciaix (Bel) Nissan 
1 : 54:35; 7 Souza 2 06 09: B P Afcsl (^) ffa- 
Ban 2.08.00. 8 T De Laver gne |Fr) Nesan 
2^0:46: 10 J-P Strugo (Fr> Mitsubishi 
2:25:38 Motorcycle*: 1 J Katrvtah (Swva- 
Me) KTM 3hr4Smin 22 sec: 2 S PeierhanseJ 


(Fn KTM 3:15; B P Meonl (It) KTM 336; 7 
A Cm (SA) KTM 4:19: 8 J Arcarans (Sp> KTM 
B:40. 9 Ed Oriod (It) BMW 11:51 : 10 J Dea- 
con (OS) KTM 12:4a Overall: 1 Roma hbr 
25mm Msec, 2 Mecm +2mir zrsec; 3 K* 
(rinaK 7:19: 4 Gafiatoo 8^0; 5 Pererhansel 

B-4S: 6 Samcri2:3l : 7 Ccw 12:43; B Arearons 

6:07; 9 Orloi 2330; 10 Dwecn JtJJ 


Rugby League 

Amateur clubs SiddaJ and Feather- 
stone Lions have been charged with 
bringing the game into disrepute af- 
ter fighting marred their Yorkshire 
Cup final last month. Fotr players were 
sent off and three others sent to the 
sin-bin m an ill-tempered final at 
Halifax, where two female spectators 
were also involved m a skirmish. 

Rugby Union 

Cartfffis Bobby Ross and John Tait are 
named m the Rugby Canada squad 
to ptey n the Welsh Rugby Union's 
Chalenge Trophy over the next two 
weeks and may turn out against 
Cardff on Saturday. 

Abdel BenazzL the French loose for- 
ward, has ruled hmsetf out of next 
month's Five Nations opener with 
England m Pans He tore knee Iga- 
menis during a cLfc appearance for 
Agen on Sunday. 

Wasps have eased their iraxy crisis 
in the centre by signing the Cambridge 
BLie Mark Demy, 22. for the rest ol 
the season. 

Skiing 

MBPS WORLD CUP GIANT SLALOM (Hn- 
tsrgi e mm. Aut)- t H Mater |Aut) grrvn 
379659 c (first leg i:i9£4. second leg 
1 1802); 2 A Tomoa (iu 2.40,40 0:214ft 
1 :tt92J; 3 R Sabgeber (Aut) 2:4065 0J056 
1.2009). 4 H KnauSi |Auij 2 <089 (1.2112. 


1 :Tft77). SS Locher tSwitz) 2:4098 0 
1 .19831; G 0 Ptochy (Swtz) ZMB 0^1Z7. 
t:SBS; 7 A Schrfferer (Aut) 2:4152 0^t35. 
1 20.T7): 8 U Kaafai (Switz) 2:4186 n^07ft 

1 - 2U1): 9 M Bunch* rueett) Z4ia9 0 2221 
1.1968): 10 S Eberhaner (Aut) 2.4223 
(1:22.*. l«105V 

Loading overall world Cup stamflngs: 1 
Maer SSptt. 2 Ebeifiarter (Aut) 508; 3 M 
\Ar Gruwiigm (Swicr) 456: 4 Scfitfterer446: 
SKA Aamodt I Nor) 371; 6 C Msyer (Aut) 
348: 7 L KJus (Norway) 339: 8 Knauss320; 
9 J Strabl (Aut) 312; 10 Twrt* 26ft 
Loading giant slalom standings: 1 Mater 
400: 2 Von Gruenoem 340: 3 Mayer 299: 4 
Ebertxater 256: S Kna»i3s && 6 Locbar S9: 
7Kaefin Si: 8 Tomba in ; 9 Aamodt Si; 
lOSabgobor wa 

WOMEN'S WORLD CUP GIANT SLALOM 
(Bormio, It): 1 D Compagnoni nil 2min 
2Q3B5ec (1:n5ft 1:0082): 2 M Erf (Ger) 
22102 (1-itSft 1.0SS): 3 AMeosrtzer (Aut) 
2:2196 p:i2.«. 1.00821: « K Sezingsr (Ger- 
many) 22257 p:t26a 1 d988): 5 AWfactter 
(AutJ i2£63 (i;C03 LtlfitS; 8 S Nel (Swaa 

2- 9285 |1 : TZIft 1 :Tia0): 7 li Hrava Oovenj 
2.22.96 f.1282. 1:W14): 8 Andriro Ftem- 
men (Norway) 2:2301 fl.OSB, 1:1073): 9 L 
Piccard iFn 2-2349 p:T3H 1X135); 10 S 
LetiancrCUvAaid (F> 1 2 23S (I :t240 1 : ni5) 
Leading giant slalom World Cup at and - 
Ings: 1 tompagnore 400pts: 2 Mebsnirzer 
236. 3 Ertl 221 ; 4 Flemmen »4; 5 NelW, 

8 Wbchter 132: 7 Piccard 130: 8 Botin tw> 

9 Setthger 126: 10 Hrovai 82. 

Leading overall World Cup standings: 1 
Sf-izncw 981 : ZGerg 770: 3 Compflgnani 
685; 4N0WB1 633: S Ertl 615; 8 Measmtzsr 
521 : 7 Kostnur 406; 8 Rsnate Goetscrt (Aul) 
361 , 9 HfOvat 333; 10 Piccard 32a 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


FA Carling Premiership 

1 Arsenal v Leeds 2 

2 Astro Via v Leicester 1 

3 Bolton v Southampton 1 

4 Chetsea v Coventry X 

5 Crystal Palace v Everton . X 

6 Liverpool v Wimbledon 1 

7 Manchester Uid v Tottenham — 1 

8 Sheffield Wednesday v Newcastle 1 

9 Vtest Ham v Barnsley i 

Sunday: Derby v Bladdxan 

Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

10 Chanter v Mdiiesbrougji X 

It Huddersfield vOxtadUid 1 

12 Ipswich v Queens ParV RangefE t 

13 NoitBigham ftvesl v Pon vale i 

14 Portsmouth v Manchester Dry X 

ISReafogvBury \ 

16 Siockpon v Bradford Crty ’ 

17 Stote v EUrmaigham T 

IB Sutoertand v Sheffield LUO X 

19 WoNes v Nromeh . • 1 

Frttay: TrerowB v Wes* Bromreh. Siaiday: 
Crewe v Swindon 

Second Division 

20 BorjrnernMjih v Norihamplon 2 


21 Bren (lord v Mdwat 

22 Bnsicl C4y v GrwfiSbv 

23 Burnley v Win lord 

24 Cjrtste v Southern} . 

25 Luton v Blackpool 

28 Plymouth v Bristol RoiW 

27 Preston v GAngham 

28 Vtefeal v Chesierfiekl 

29 Wrsmam v Putiam 

30 Wycombe v Wigan 

31 Vort v OWham — 


42 Motnerwel v CeWc 2 

43 Rangers v Aberdeen 1 


First Division 

44 Ayr v Dundee 

45 Faftrk v Hamflon 
46 Morion v Ardne ... 

47 Partr* v String . _ 

48 Rath v St Mirren 


a 

1 

x 

1 

1 


Ski Jumping 

FOUR HILLS WORLD CUP (Rschobhoten. 
Aut): Leading resutts from final leg, 20- 
maire Mb i sHamawald (Gar) 2GBf*s (test 
Jump 1240 metres, second hrnp 12301, 2. 
Haratoerg JaeJde (Germany! 2352 rug 5, 
1220: 3J Ahonen |Fr) 2327 (118ft -Clin: 
4 D 71>omB (Ger) 2288 fTT7H V2S)\ 3 A VWd- 
troebd (Aul) 2285 (1200. may Final stand- 
ings: 1 Rnakl 9440pte: 2 Hernauold 


8844:5 J Soman (Fm) 8637. World Cup 
sanding*: i Hsrada 629 points: 2 Thome 
582; 3 Semen 533; 4 K Froeki (Jam) 504; 
5 P Peterke (Steven) 433 

Snooker 

EMBASSY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
QUALIFYING (Norbreck Costte Hotel. 
Blackpool): EtoMh round: R rtJJFIn) wto 
W Sa titer (Eng), J Buctenghsm (Eng) w/o 
A Hgglnsflrl) 

Speedway 

Wolverhampton have signed the 
British champion. Meric Loram, and are 
to rfre&i former world title holder San 
Ermolenka 

Swimming 

British officiab yestenday welcomed ihe 
decision to the current totr-year 

fcwi for cornpetitors caught taking per- 
formanoe-wihaidng dru^i Flna, the 

TODA YS FIXTURES 

Football 

?3»t«lam Mated, tevtew of flamnaimah- 
erconMons, (Hesse eftse* wttft venues deters 
bmwng to any matches 

COCA-COIA CUP QUARTER-HNALS 


sporfs world governing body, reject- 
ed a motion to halve the ban. 

Tennis 

QATAR OPEN (Doha): First rotaid: K Ata- 
m (^tar) b(S KfiBton (Qaafi &28-1 ,G t\ead- 
skl (GB) bl J Albert Viloca (Sp) 6 -a 

6- 4: M Larsson (Swa) bt J Kroslak (Cz Rep) 

7- 5 6-4: S Schafcan (Neth) F DswuH (Bel) 6- 
0 6-4. 

AUSTRAUAN MEN'S HARDCOURT 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (Memorial Drive, Syd- 

noy) Flrtt round: L Hewttt (Aus) bt S Drap- 
er (Aie) 6-4 6-4; J BjorKman (Swe) bt G 
StaHord (Rsa) 6-4 8-2; j Kn|pf*chld (Ger) 
bt R Romberg (Aus) 38 63 7-5; N EsoJde 

a w A R adtteaoi (Romanial 6-0 7-5; J 
ird (Fr) t* D Dler (Ger) 6-3 62: T Wbod- 
Dndge (Aus) bl M Dansn (Cz Rep) 7-5 4-6 
W 

AUSTRALIAN WOMEN’S HARDCOURT 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (Hope Island, Sydney) 
Hist round: M Qrnbowsfce (Pol) W J Lee 
fpaJw) 5-7 63 7-5; K Barclay (Ausl bt M 
Sancnez-Lorereo (Sp) 7-5 73; R McOuSan 
(Aus) bt KpA Guse (Aus) 61 6-1. 

HOPMAN CUP MIXED TEAM TOURNA- 
MENT (Perth): France 3 Germany a 
(French names first): M Pierce bt Arka Hu- 
ber 4-6 6-4 6-3; C Pnhw bt Tommy Haas 
6-4 6-4; pierce & PWne beat hUxr & Haas 
2-66-3 7-6. Slovakia 3 Sweden 0. (Stova- 
kb names first): K Kucera bl T Enqri» 64 
6-4; K Hssbudova bt A Carteson 6-3 63: 
Kucwa & HesbudovB bt Enqvist & Caisson 
7-5 63. 


Third Division 

32 BJnwr v Roihwham X 

33 Bn^non v Swansea . .. i 

34 Cantntige Uid v Scarbaioush 1 

35 CanMI v LmrUxi Orient 1 

36 Darimgtcn V Cofcfiesrw t 

37 Doncaster v Shrewabiffy . . .2 

38 Hamepoci v Exeter -X 

39 Hdl v Mansfield 2 

Not or coupons: Uncoin Cfly « Chester, 
floaidsie * Nate 'jouniy. Srxritfiorpe v Pe- 
lert'Oiough Torouav » MacciestieB 

Bell’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Dundee UKf * Kbrmmoc* 1 

41 Hoerrun v Duitenrtne X 


Second Division 

49 Brecrai v Cfydabai* 2 

Second Division (not on cotgjonB): Lre- 
ngston v Irivemess Gatedonan Trtstte 

Sunday; East File v Forfar. Third DivtsloiK 

Abon Rovers v Montrose; AUoa v Berwick 
Rarigere; Arbroath v Queens Park: Dunb- 
arton v Cowdenbeath Torments Scottish 
Cup second round: East StrtngsNre v 6d- 
Inbugh City; SteTOowsenu v Oevaonva- 
le. Stranrw v Fraserburgh. 

Fm draws; Crystal Pato v Ewnon; Oterf- 
ton v Mddtesbrough; Plymouth v Bnscol 
Rovers. Barnet v ftotherfian 
Five aways: Wartom. ShrewsOury, Cettife 
Drodee Clydebank 

Tan homes: Lmrpod. Manchester Uid. Ww 
Ham. Nottingham Fores. Wblves. Cambridge 
Uid. DarOngi'Yi. Rangers. Faftirk. Raitn 
Revere. 


Neweastia v Uwpool (7AS) 

AUTO WINDSCRSIS SHIELD 
NORTHERN SECTION SECOM2 ROUND 

Mansfield v Wraodttm (M5) 

TENIENTS SCOTTISH CUP 
SECOND ROUND 
Lhfingston v BoraAtii - 

BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

St Mkran v Mortofl 

HYMAN LEAGUE Oral DMsfan: Croydon v BS 
Wcoy(T«^. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE CUP Seated round: 
Corby v iceston (74R Second roioid replay: 
Newport (Gwen) v a n wast e r (7-45); Rons 
vGrandam 

UNB0NP LEAGUE IMBta Fkat DMalon Cm 
•aeond round: Bradtaid Pak Ararwe v Wl*. 
fry 

JSWSON WESSEX LEAGUE: Dowrsro v 
wimduch irogua Cupc Brockonrentv Wh> 
boma 

SCREWFDC DIRECT LEAGUE Prandar DM- 
dOK Qippanham v Tiverton (745); Briskm 
v Tauten (745) 

UNUCT SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Pint O- 
vlateK Ua Oak v Langnay (Tffi); Sabdaan v 
Whftahowk. 

WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAGUE First Dhtl- 
Hoo: Careertuy v Fcftaaono hvida; ConmM- 
an v Crockcrnfl 

PRESS ft JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 
limy v bewrorwaie: Locaamouth v RoBim. 


Naim County v Frasertu^i: Peteitsad v 
Cora Rangers C80L 

aiBNOIT nSH LEAGUE Planter DhrMon: 
CUtonufte v Crusadere 

PONTTNS LEAGUE Premtar DMflion: Aston 
Wfa v Manchester uw (7D): Etortrnham v Stehs 
(ZE) (etHodnosfotA- Btaaeim v Derby (70). 

vNoratomFonaB (jn$arf«a«L aiar- 


nn v Prearo pm Find DMafan: IfaddenftHd 
*•5*^ W v HWaHwatfi (HQ; 

^ Bromwkh v Grlmdjy (W) (* Hatexmen 
ftrolSacond DMslon:ui&oln Otyv Btach- 


■Rjwnl Second DMston 


AVOW B ttURANCE COMBINATION First 
OivtoreOBrtlDnv Swndon (28); Luton v TW 
tohem [70 fcHicMn); Wtariont v Wea Ham; 
YW*ttndon v Chrtorti Utd (28) <ar Pbuoh 
long); Mum v Port sm outh (201 
THE n|B FA YOUTH CUP ThM round; Hid 
Cnyy BratolftogeraPCT; Nona County vAr- 

B asketbal l 

gUDWHSEB LEAGUE: B rmhroam BtAeia v 
Cheaw Jets (TO) 

Ice hockey 

EXPHE^CUPi/^SiMttehEatteavCartiH 
Dwfc ^ Newcastle Cobras v SheffeU 
MWterefjni: Manchnstar Storm v BastegEteLe 

Other sports 

°A^&T*fWiLVterid Pmleswral Champ- 
g^PtLateateCtxmfyOUi FmSsy Great 
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FOOTBALL 


City offered 
£7m for 
Kinkiadze 


by Everton 


Despite tabling a firm 
bid for Georgi Kinkiadze, 
Everton may have 
jumped the gun with 
their offer for the 
Georgian midfielder, as 
Andy HinchcJiffe’s 
proposed move to 
Tottenham Hotspur to 
finance the deal is now in 
doubt. Alan Nixon reports. 


Everton made a £7m offer for 
Manchester City's Georgi Kin- 
kladzc last night. Howard 
KendalL the Everton manager, 
contacted City to make an of- 
ficial bid for the Georgian mid- 
fielder and the Maine Road club 
have arranged an emergency 
board meeting on Friday to give 
them an answer. 

Francis Lee. the City chair- 
man, was told of the bid while 
on holiday in Barbados, al- 
though the final decision has to 
be taken by the full board. 

Everton were confident their 
offer would be too good for City 
to refuse, and Kmkladze himself 
is now also believed to be keen 
on a move to Goodison despite 
a lack of interest in an earlier 
bid. However. Everton’s bid 
depended on the sale of Andy 
tfinchctiffe to Tottenham Hot- 
spur, a move which looked in 
danger of collapse last night. 

The defender arrived at 
White Hart Lane for talks yes- 
terday, but returned to Mersey- 
side without signing after he was 
told the offer from Spurs did not 
indude a signing-on fee and 
only a basic salary. 

Spurs claim they do not 
need to pay Hincfadiffe a sweet- 
ener to join them as he has al- 
ready had a £500,000 pay-off 
from Everton, but Hinchcliffe 
says that he got his “loyalty 
bonus" from Everton because 
he did not ask for a move and 
was entitled to a separate sign- 
ing-on payment from Spurs. 

The sale of Speed - should 
it go ahead - will bring Everton 
around £6m, with Sheffield 
Wednesday. Newcastle and pos- 
sibly Tottenham still in the bid- 
ding. He will be allowed to 
speak to Wednesday if they 
confirm a new offer today. 


Tottenham arc continuing 
their spending spree with or 
without Hinchcliffe, and plan to 
fly in midfielder Moussa Saib to 
complete a £3m move tomor- 
row. Christian Gross, the Spurs 
coach, and the club's new di- 
rector of football. David PleaL 
have secured a deal with Span- 
ish side Valencia for Saib. who 
will add some much needed 
strength and quality to the 
Spurs midfi eld. 

Saib only moved to Spain 
this season from Auxerre, 
where he made his name, but 
be has been told he can leave. 
The French-Algerian does not 
need a work permit and could 
go straight into the Tottenham 
team for the Manchester Unit- 
ed game on Saturday if he 
agrees terms in time. 

While playing in France, 
Saib had been looked at by the 
United manager. Alex Fergu- 
son, and Gross first spotted the 
player when his old club 
Grasshoppers came up against 
him in the Champions' League. 

The referee's report from 
last Friday's Old Firm game has 
made no mention of Paul Gas- 
coigne's controversial flute- 
playing gesture. Hugh Dallas' 
report arrived at the Scottish 
Football Association yesterday 
morning and only contained de- 
tails of players cautioned dur- 
ing the game. 

However, the England and 
Rangers midfielder is unlikely 
to escape punishment for the in- 
cident while he warmed up as 
substitute against Celtic. 

Drew Herbe risen, the SFA 
disciplinary chief, yesterday in- 
sisted the matter was far from 
dosed and said Gascoigne may 
yet face action from the gov- 
erning body in addition to a 
probable fine from his club. 

“The referee’s report does 
not indude the inddent which 
means on one side of the mat- 
ter it is finished. But it could still 
be discussed at either the dis- 
ciplinary committee or the gen- 
eral purposes committee." 

Walter Smith, the Rangers 
manager, has promised to deal 
with the matter internally, with 
Gascoigne understood to be in 
line for a loss of two weeks’ 
wages, the maximum allowed 
under SFA rules. 
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England A*s Darren Maddy powers his way to a century in the three-day tour match against Kenya in Ruaraka yesterday 


Report, page 26; Photograph: Graham Chadwick/ AJlsport 
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ACROSS 

I Unusual due about di- 
vine pet <6) 

4 Bell-hat displayed in 
home of monster, in 
church (6) 

10 Mind his attentions? 
(15) 

II Willow makes ball rise 
all over the place (5) 

12 One who carries field- 
fare in a basket (9) 

13 Young man’s first instru 
menf of pogonotomv (6) 

15 Pilot takes an old way to 
Europe, initially (6) 

16 Cook sick at heart? Fan- 

g! (6) 

IS Time when bread is de- 
livered (6) 


21 Much-admired fugitive 
equalizer? (5.4) 

22 Century not recorded 
when he led India? (5) 

23 Accomplished visionary, 
excessively creative (15) 

24 Tedious study of English 
poet (6) 

25 Small seal, say. or swan 

( 6 ) 


i- 1 


DOWN 

Screw from top car be- 
ing dismantled (6) 

Dear boy brightly 
tricked out at exorbitant 
expense (8,7) 

Composer and hard- 
hearted King of Britain 

Half-life capacity such a 
burden? (9) 


6 Victorian pickle spread 
here, at tea. in the first 
Test? (7,8) 

7 Blackmail formerly civil 
wrong (6) 

S Endlessly resentful 
about ram’s inertia (6) 

9 America settled without 
a kingdom (6) 

14 Sweetheart of Veronese 
gentleman... (9) 

17 ... the old, round fellow 
not quite a gentleman 
( 6 ) 

15 Negotiating language of 
Horner, we hear (6) 

19 Composer, headmaster 
and poet in town (6) 

20 Umpire in bet is cut off 

( 6 ) 

22 Cautious about tea go- 
ing by rail? (5) 


Sporting world 
mourns the death 


of 


Bairstow 


The Yorkshire sporting 
community is again 
mourning the premature 
loss of a favourite son. 
The death of David 
Bairstow, once England 
wicketkeeper, follows 
the passing of Billy 
Bremner, the former 
Leeds United and 
Scotland footballer. 

Jon Culley reports. 


0 Published hr Newspaper Publishing PLC I Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 SDL and primed ar Mirror Calmir Print. S( 
Albans Road, Alford Bock issues Bvaflablu from Hruoric Nowpoperv. (J1QSS S4037n. 
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Thu both - of David Bairstow. ihc 
former Yorkshire and England 
wicket keeper, was discovered at 
his home in Marlon-eum- 
Graftnn, near Boroughhridge. 
by a family member on Monday 
evening, but the tragedy was not 
made public until yesterday, his 
wife's birthday. He was 4b. 

“Mr Bairstcm was found 
hanging at his home." a North 
Yorkshire police spokesman 
said. An inquest was opened 
and adjourned in Harrogate yes- 
terday afternoon. 

Bairstow, who won four Test 
caps and appeared in 21 limit- 
ed-overs internationals in a ca- 
reer spanning 20 years, was 
hugely popular with the York- 
shire public, largely because 
he brought to his cricket the 
kind of qualities they sn admired 
in Billy Bremner. the former 
Leeds United and Scotland 
footballer who died of a heart 
attack on 7 December, aged 54. 

A volatile and voluble com- 
petitor with an enormous ap- 
petite for his sport, Bairstow 


shared not only Uremner's red 
hair hut his immense fighting 
spirit and commitment In his 
team. Hiscuniributiun to York- 
shire's cause could be measured 
in almost 14.000 first -class runs 
as well as 1 .099 wickclkccping 
victims. In claiming 1 1 catches 
against Derbyshire at Scarbor- 
ough in 1982, he equalled the 
world record for a single match. 

The apparent circumstances 
of his death stunned even close 
friends, who remembered 
Bairstaw. popularly known as 
“Bluey", as a jovial character who 
loved life as much as cricket. Bui 
his father-in-law revealed yes- 
terday that he faced problems in 
his personal life. Bairstow's wid- 
ow. Janet, is undergoing chemo- 
therapy after being diagnosed 
with cancer. Next week, he was 
to have appeared before magis- 
trates on a drink-driving charge. 
He had also suffered illness 
himself, his father-in-law added. 

“David has been very ill but 
I don't want to say what was 
wrong with him," he said. “Ob- 
viously he wax very worried 
about Janet and the fact that he 
was due to appear in court was 
also of great concern to him. 
Janet herself is numb and docs 
not want to say anything at all." 

The couple's children, 
Jonathan, eight, and 17-ycar-oId 
Rebecca, went to school as nor- 
mal yesterday, while Bairstow's 
22-year-old son from his first 
marriage. Andrew, was travel- 
ling from his home in Man- 
chester to comfort the family. 

Bairstow's career began in 
extraordinary fashion in 1970 



Bairstow: True enthusiast 


when he made his first-class de- 
but against Gloucestershire on 
the same day as sitting an A- lev- 
el examination. 

Brian Close, the captain 
who gave him his chance, said 
yesterday: "He always had the 
right altitude. He was a fine 
cricketer and in 20 years’ play- 
ing for Yorkshire he proved iL 
I played with him last Septem- 
ber for the Lord's Thvemeis and 
he seemed as cheerful as ever." 

Bairstow's main attribute 
was his sheer will to win, as Ray 
Illingworth emphasised. The 
former England manager and 
cx- Yorkshire captain said: 
“There were better wicket- 
keepers but put in his tem- 
perament. enthusiasm, team 
spirit and never-say-die atti- 
tude and he was the best.” 

Since retiring in 1990, 
Bairstow had worked for with 
a sports merchandise business 
and in the media, where Fred 
Trueman, the former Yorkshire 
and England fast bowler, was 
among his colleagues. 

“He was always positive, 
jovial liked a story, liked his 
gsa If, "Trueman said on BBC Ra- 
dio Five Live. “I just remember 
bis love of life. I can’t believe it." 

Appreciation, page 26 

Obituary, page 17 



Victorian Link 14'3" x 976' 

Only £1895 inc. Vat Complete 



Victorian 11 '6' x VT2" 

On ty £1595 inc. Vat Complete 
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Manufactured using traditional Mortice 
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